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Gustav  Theodor  Fechner  was  a  professor  of  physics,  but  he  took  great  interest  in 
psycholog>'  and  by  combining  the  two  sciences  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  science 
of  "psychophysics,"  based  upon  the  obvious  interrelation  between  sensation  and  nerve- 
activity.  While  he  did  much  creditable  work  in  the  line  of  exact  psychology,  he  devoted 
himself  with  preference  to  those  problems  of  the  soul  which  touch  upon  its  religious  and 
moral  life  and  its  fate  after  death.  His  little  book  On  Life  After  Death  is  his  most  im- 
portant publication  in  this  line. 

Fechner  believes  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  but  his  treatment  is  of  especial 
interest  because  he  u.ses  a  distinctive  scientific  method  in  dealing  with  the  subject. 
Though  the  thoughtful  reader  may  often  find  the  ideas  expressed  at  variance  with  his 
preconceived  notions  of  the  after  life,  he  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  importance 
and  suggestiveness  of  Professor  Fechner's  thought 


"/  tvisA  to  congratulate  you  and  the  translator  upon  the  bfautijul  translation  of  Feck- 
nt-r.  It  dtd  not  ifrm  fosiibU  that  suck  a  translation,  breathing  as  it  did  Ike  entire  spirit 
of  tke  original,  could  Aaxy  been  made  by  a  German.  I  kax-e  seldom  seen  a  more  successful 
bit  of  translating."— DAVID  EUGEXE  SMITH,  Pk.  D.,  LL.  D.,Proftssor  of  Matk- 
ematics,   Teathtrs^  College,  Nrtv   Vork  City. 

-Tke  euav  of  ukick  tkit  tittle  book  is  a  translation  tjwj  first  fublilked  in  German 
in  /8jS.  If*  author  held  tkat  'tke  spirits  of  tke  dead  continue  to  e.\ist  as  individuals  in 
Ikt  Uvimg*  and  hat  xivked  out  tkit  idea  in  quaint  suggestions  and  meditations  ukick 
will  intrrett  musmy  and  ferkafs  will  add  somewkat  of  illumination  to  tkeir  eager  gaze  into 
tk*  zixtrld  beyond  death.  It  is  dexvut,  hopeful  and  confident  of  a  hind  of  a  personal 
,mmortahty.''—T//E  CONGRF.GATIONALIST  A\D  CUIUS T/.\.\   WOULD. 

"A  ivJume  that  wilt  greatly  interest  if    not    inflmence  lovers  of  philosophical  writings." 

THE  nrrtr.rs'GTo.y  hawk  rrr 


THE  OPEN  COURT  PUBLISHING  CO. 

ijaa  WABASH  AVENUE.  CHICAGO. 


The  Open  Court 


A  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE 


Devoted  to  the  Science  of  Religion,  the  Religion  of  Science,  and 
the  Extension  of  the  Religious  Parliament  Idea. 

VOL.  XXI.    (No.  3.)  MARCH,  1907.  NO.  610. 


Copyright  by  The  Open  Court  Publishing  Company,  1907. 


HALF  HOURS  WITH  MEDIUMS.  ■ 

by  david  p.  abbott, 
[conclusion.] 

VII. 

NOT  so  very  long  ago  I  met  a  friend — a  man  of  wealth,  who  was 
a  firm  believer  in  spiritualism,  and  who  frequently  conversed 
with  his  dead  wife  and  daughter.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  inform 
me  whether  or  not  there  were  any  good  mediums  in  the  city,  as  I 
should  like  to  consult  one. 

He  replied  that  at  present  there  were  none  in  Omaha  of  any 
well  developed  psychic  powers ;  that  he  was  entirely  satisfied  on 
the  subject  and  did  not  require  any  demonstrations  to  convince 
himself  of  the  truths  of  spiritual  science.  He  informed  me  that  the 
question  was  settled  beyond  all  dispute ;  but  that  if  I  were  skeptical, 
there  was  said  to  be  a  medium  in  Council  Bluffs  who  possessed  most 
wonderful  powers. 

I  accordingly  made  other  inquiries  from  those  who  were  in  a 
position  to  know ;  and  I  learned  that  this  medium,  a  celebrated 
"Doctor  of  the  Occult,  Astrologer,  Palmist  and  Spirit  Medium," 
was  at  that  time  giving  private  sittings  in  Council  Blufifs  to  earnest 
inquirers  only,  for  the  small  sum  of  two  dollars. 

I  was  informed  that  his  performances  were  of  the  most  wonder- 
ful nature ;  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  trickery  of  any  kind ; 
that  he  told  you  whatever  you  desired  to  know,  without  your  even 
asking  him ;  that,  in  addition  to  this,  he  had  powers  over  the  ele- 
ments of  nature ;  and,  in  fact,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  he  was  a  true 
sorcerer  of  the  olden  days. 

I  determined  at  once  to  call  on  this  renowned  personage,  and 
try  to  secure  a  little  information  from  the  unseen  world.  Accord- 
ingly, one  Sunday  afternoon  I  took  the  car  that  crossed  the  river, 
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and  in  due  time  arrived  at  the  apartments  of  this  wonderful  doctor. 
I  was  met  at  the  door  by  an  attendant,  who  accepted  the  fee  and 
directed  me  to  enter  the  rooms  of  this  mysterious  person  quietly; 
and  if  I  found  him  employed,  by  no  means  to  disturb  him,  but  merely 
to  await  his  pleasure ;  that  he  was  frequently  conversing  with  un- 
seen beings,  or  deep  in  some  astrological  computation,  and  at  such 
times  it  was  not  safe  to  disturb  him. 

With  a  beating  heart  I  entered  the  room  where  he  was  to  be 
found.  This  room  was  a  large  one.  I  did  not  see  him  at  first. 
What  attracted  my  attention  was  a  large  map  or  painting  on  a  piece 
of  canvas  which  hung  on  a  wall  space  in  the  room.  This  painting 
had  a  representation  of  the  sun  in  its  center.  This  could  be  discov- 
ered by  the  rays  which  radiated  from  it  in  all  directions.  Around 
this  sun  were  many  stars,  and  an  occasional  planet,  among  which 
Saturn  and  its  rings  were  very  prominently  depicted.  There  were 
numerous  pictures  of  animals  and  men,  and  of  queer  monsters, 
scattered  amongst  the  stars. 

Beneath  this  picture  stood  a  large  golden  oak  table  at  which 
sat  this  delver  into  the  occult,  deeply  engrossed  in  a  study  of  this 
painting;  while  with  a  little  brush  he  figured  and  calculated,  in  a 
queer  sort  of  Chinese  characters,  which  he  drew  on  a  sheet  of  paper. 
He  also  seemed  to  be  making  a  strange  drawing  on  the  same  paper. 
He  was  far  too  deeply  engaged  to  notice  my  entrance,  and  con- 
tinued at  his  labors  for  some  time,  while  I  stood  quietly  and  watched 
him.  Sitting  on  one  end  of  this  rather  large  table  was  a  glass  globe 
or  vessel,  supported  by  three  nickeled  rods,  something  like  a  tripod. 
Coming  from  the  wall  was  a  rather  large  nickeled  tube  or  pipe 
which  curved  over  above  the  glass  vessel,  and  continually  allowed 
drops  of  water  to  fall  into  the  globe.  From  the  side  of  this  glass 
vessel  there  led  a  small  nickeled  pipe  which  evidently  carried  away 
the  waste  water. 

Occasionally  a  little  blue  flame  would  appear  on  the  surface 
of  this  water,  play  about,  and  disappear.  When  this  happened  the 
body  of  the  medium  was  always  convulsed  slightly. 

After  a  time  he  seemed  to  finish  his  calculation,  and  this  seer 
condescended  to  leave  the  realms  of  the  stars  wherein  dwelt  the 
spirits  that  rule  the  imivcrse  and  the  destinies  of  men,  and  to  descend 
to  earth  and  for  a  time  direct  his  gaze  towards  this  humble  mortal. 
He  turned  around  and  observed  me  for  the  first  time.  He  was  a 
large,  portlv.  fine-looking  gentleman  of  nu'ddle  age,  with  very  long 
black  hair  which  gave  him  a  strange  appearance.  He  wore  a  pair 
of  glasses  low  down  on  his  nose ;  and   from  over  these  he  con- 
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descended  to  direct  his  gaze  at  me  and  to  study  me  for  a  moment 
as  a  naturalist  might  study  some  specimen  that  happened  temporarily 
to  attract  his  notice. 

He  soon  informed  me  that  the  stars  had  told  him  something 
of  my  coming  and  of  the  question  that  was  worrying  mc ;  and  he 
asked  me  if  I  desired  to  consult  the  stars  as  to  my  destiny,  to  have 
him  decipher  it  from  the  lines  of  my  palm,  or  whether  I  should 
prefer  to  converse  with  the  dead.     The  last  was  my  choice. 

Not  far  from  a  window  at  one  side  of  the  room  there  was  a 
small  table  on  which  were  a  few  articles.  He  directed  me  to  be 
seated  at  this  table,  and  handed  me  a  slip  of  paper  of  a  size  of 
probably  three  by  five  inches.  He  directed  me  to  write  the  ques- 
tion I  desired  answered  on  this  paper,  and  when  through  to  fold 
the  paper  in  halves  both  ways  with  the  writing  inside.  I  did 
so  while  he  walked  to  his  bowl  of  water  apparently  paying  no  atten- 
tion to  me,  and  then  returned. 

When  he  had  returned  to  a  position  opposite  me  at  the  table, 
he  reached  to  take  my  writing  out  of  my  hand ;  seeing  which  I 
quickly  bent  down  one  corner  of  the  paper  and  gave  it  to  him. 
He  directed  one  sharp  glance  at  me  as  I  did  this,  at  the  same  time 
picking  up  an  envelope  from  the  table  with  his  other  hand.  He 
held  this  envelope  open  flap  side  towards  me,  and  slowly  inserted 
my  paper  into  it.  As  he  did  this,  looking  sharply  at  me,  he  re- 
marked, "I  am  no  sleight-of-hand  performer.  You  see  your  ques- 
tion is  actually  in  the  envelope."  This  was  the  case ;  for  it  was 
close  to  me  and  I  could  plainly  see  the  top  of  it  against  the  back  of 
the  envelope,  the  lower  portions  being  inserted ;  and  I  could  see  the 
little  corner  folded  down,  as  I  had  bent  it,  and  I  was  certain  he 
had  not  exchanged  it.  In  fact  he  took  occasion  to  use  his  hands  in 
such  manner  that  I  could  see  there  was  nothing  concealed  about  them, 
that  he  "palmed"  nothing,  and  that  he  made  no  exchange.  I  was 
entirely  satisfied  that  all  was  fair,  and  that  no  exchange  had  been 
made. 

Next,  he  sealed  the  envelope,  and  holding  it  towards  the  win- 
dow, called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  as  the  envelope  was  partly 
transparent  I  could  see  my  paper  within  it  and  that  it  was  actually 
there.  This  was  really  the  case.  He  now  took  a  match,  and  lighting 
it,  applied  the  flame  to  this  identical  envelope  without  its  leaving 
my  sight ;  and  proceeded  to  burn  the  last  vestige  of  it  and  the  paper 
within  it,  allowing  the  ashes  to  drop  into  a  small  vessel  on  the  table. 

There  was  no  doubt  that  he  did  not  exchange  envelopes  and 
that  he  burned  all  before  my  very  eyes.     He  now  took  the  ashes 
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and  emptied  them  into  the  bowl  of  water  on  the  side  table.  A  little 
blue  flame  appeared  on  the  surface  of  the  water  after  that  for  a 
moment,  and  then  disappeared. 

He  now  brought  from  a  drawer  a  number  of  slates — about  eight 
or  ten  small  slates  with  padded  edges.  They  were  the  smallest  size 
of  slates,  I  should  judge;  and  with  them  he  brought  another  slate, 
a  trifle  larger,  probably  two  inches  both  longer  and  wider.  He  re- 
quested me  to  examine  thoroughly  or  to  clean  them  all  to  my  own 
satisfaction,  and  to  stack  the  small  ones  on  the  table,  one  on  top  of 
the  other ;  and  when  all  were  thus  placed,  to  place  the  large  slate 
on  top  of  the  stack. 

While  I  was  doing  this  he  called  to  his  attendant  for  a  drink 
of  water,  and  incidentally  stepped  into  the  hall  to  receive  it,  so  that 
his  menial  would  not  profane  this  sanctuary  with  his  presence. 

Returning  to  the  table  he  took  a  seat  opposite  me  and  placed 
one  of  my  hands  and  one  of  his  on  top  of  the  slates.  In  due  time 
he  took  up  the  slates  and  we  found  nothing.  He  replaced  them, 
and  waited  a  few  moments;  then  seeming  dissatisfied  with  con- 
ditions, he  took  up  the  top  slate  in  his  left  hand  and  with  his  right 
hand  began  writing  a  message  for  me.  He  did  this  like  mediums 
do  automatic  writing,  with  eyes  half-closed ;  and  while  writing  his 
person  was  convulsed  a  few  times.  He  then  opened  his  eyes  and 
read  aloud  what  he  had  written,  asking  me  if  it  answered  my  ques- 
tion. I  replied  that  it  did  not,  as  it  was  entirely  foreign  to  the 
subject.  Then  seeming  dissatisfied,  he  moistened  his  fingers,  erased 
the  writing,  and  replaced  the  top  slate  on  the  stack  of  slates. 

He  now  placed  his  hands  on  this  slate  again,  and  after  a  time 
examined  it ;  but  it  was  still  free  from  writing.  He  lifted  up  some 
of  the  other  slates ;  but  as  there  was  no  writing,  he  scattered  the 
slates  around  on  the  table  and  asked  me  to  spread  a  large  cloth 
over  them  which  he  handed  to  me.  This  I  did.  and  under  his  direc- 
tions placed  my  arms  and  hands  over  this.  ITc  walked  to  the  bowl 
of  water  on  the  side  table,  and  gazed  into  It.  T  watched  him;  and 
I  saw  a  rather  large  flame  appear  on  the  siu-faco  of  the  water,  dance 
about,  and  disappear. 

He  immediately  informed  me  that  he  was  certain  that  1  u<iw  had 
a  mes.sage.  He  remained  at  a  distance  while  I  examined  the  slates 
one  by  one.  Finally,  on  one  of  them  T  found  a  message,  neatly 
written  and  covering  the  entire  slate.     It  read: 

"Mrs.  Piper  is  a  genuine  medium.  She  possesses  powers  of  a 
very  imusual  nature.    Her  tests  given  Hyslop  and  others  are  genuine. 
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Do  not  be  a  skeptic.    You  arc  making  a  mistake,  clear  friend.     It  is 
all  plain  to  me  now,  and  spirit  is  all  there  is.^ — ^Will." 

Now,  the  question  I  had  written  was  addressed  to  a  very  dear 
friend  who  is  now  dead,  and  read  as  follows: 
"Will  J — :  In  regard  to  the  mcdirm,  Mrs.  Piper,  of  whom  we  con- 
versed on  your  last  visit,  I  would  ask  if  she  be  genuine,  and  if  the 
tests  she  gave  Professor  Hyslop  and  others  were  genuine.  Give  me 
a  test." 

This  was  all  nicely  done,  and  I  am  sure  would  have  greatly 
impressed  nearly  every  one.  Being  a  performer  myself,  I  could  of 
course  follow  the  performance  in  minute  detail,  and  I  am  thus  en 
abled  to  give  to  the  readers  of  this  paper  a  detailed  account  of  the 
method  used  by  the  doctor.  I  will  state  that  since  that  time  I  have 
very  successfully  operated  this  same  test,  minus  the  bowl  of  water 
and  flame  of  fire ;  and  that  I  can  assure  all  that  it  is  very  practicable 
and  that  it  is  very  deceptive. 

When  the  medium  picked  up  the  envelope  in  which  to  place  my 
paper,  there  was  within  it  a  drplicate  piece  of  paper  folded  the 
same,  and  of  the  same  size  (one  inch  by  one  inch  and  a  half)  as  the 
one  I  had  folded.  He  kept  the  face  of  this  envelope  opposite  me 
so  I  could  not  see  that  side  of  it.  On  the  face  of  it  was  a  horizontal 
slit  cut  with  a  knife.  This  slit  was  about  two  inches  long  and  was 
situated  about  half  way  down  the  face  of  the  envelope.  The  dupli- 
cate folded  paper  was  placed  vertically  in  the  envelope  at  its  center, 
so  that  its  center  was  located  against  the  slit.  This  piece  of  paper 
was  held  in  position  by  a  touch  of  paste  at  a  point  opposite  the  slit, 
which  caused  it  to  adhere  to  the  inside  of  the  back  of  the  envelope. 

When  he  picked  up  this  prepared  envelope  with  his  left  hand, 
he  did  so  with  the  slit  side  or  face  in  his  palm  next  to  the  fingers 
of  his  left  hand.  This  envelope  lay  slit  side  down  before  he  picked 
it  up;  so  that  I  did  not  see  the  face  of  the  envelope  at  all,  and  he 
kept  that  side  of  the  envelope  from  me  during  the  entire  trick.  The 
paper  within  the  envelope  had  been  placed  far  enough  down  so  that 
its  top  part  was  not  exposed  to  my  view.  The  envelope  thus  ap- 
peared perfectly  natural,  as  an  ordinary  one  with  nothing  in  it. 

He  thus  held  the  envelope  in  his  left  hand,  flap  open  wide,  with 
the  back  side  of  the  envelope  later  to  be  sealed,  facing  me.  Now 
he  really  inserted  my  paper  in  this  envelope  with  his  right  hand 
as  he  took  it  from  me ;  but  in  fact,  he  pushed  it  down  just  behind 
the  hidden  slip  of  paper  within  the  envelope.  I  mean  that  he  in- 
serted it  between  the  concealed  slip  and  the  face  or  slit  side  of  the 
envelope ;  and  as  he  did  this  he  caused  the  lozver  end  of  my  slip  of 


134  THE  OPEN  COURT. 

paper  to  pass  through  the  slit  in  the  center  of  the  front  of  the  en- 
velope. The  lower  portion  of  my  slip  was  thus  out  of  the  envelope 
on  its  rear  side,  between  the  front  of  the  envelope  and  the  fingers 
of  his  left  hand  ;  although  I  could  see  nothing  of  this.  He  pushed 
it  down  so  that  the  top  still  remained  in  view'  with  the  bent  corner 
exposed,  and  then  sealed  the  flap  over  it. 

Holding  the  envelope  towards  the  window,  he  called  to  my 
notice  the  fact  that  my  paper  was  within,  and  that  I  could  see  it 
plainly.  I  could  see  the  shadow  of  the  two  papers,  which  appeared 
as  one,  and  thus  his  statement  seemed  correct.  Of  course  he  did 
not  show  me  the  rear  side  or  face  of  the  envelope,  with  my  paper 
protruding,  which  was  immediately  behind  the  duplicate,  so  that 
the  shadow  of  it  was  also  the  shadow  of  the  duplicate. 

This  shadow  also  hid  from  my  view  the  shadow  of  the  slit. 
The  envelope  was  sealed  fairly. 

Now  with  his  right  hAnd  he  moved  a  small  vessel  on  the  table 
towards  himself.  Then  taking  the  envelope  in  his  right  hand,  slit 
side  downward,  he  held  it  close  to  this  vessel ;  at  the  same  time  with 
his  left  hand  he  took  a  match  from  his  pocket  and  proceeded  to  burn 
the  envelope.  This  move  concealed  the  trick  ;  and  it  was  very  de- 
ceiving and  cleverly  done.  As  he  took  the  envelope  from  his  left 
hand  with  his  right  hand,  he,  with  his  left  fingers  touching  the  pro- 
truding portion  of  my  slip,  caused  it  to  remain  in  his  left  hand  and 
to  be  drawn  entirely  out  of  the  slit.  His  eyes  followed  the  envelope 
as  his  right  hand  took  it;  which  naturally  caused  my  eyes  to  follow 
it,  as  his  attention  seemed  centered  on  the  envelope  and  it  appeared 
to  occupy  the  stage  of  action.  This  move  was  executed  in  a  moment, 
not  requiring  any  time  worth  mentioning,  although  it  takes  so  long 
to  describe  it  on  paper  intelligibly.  Now  while  his  eyes  (and  of 
course  mine)  followed  the  envelope,  icithout  pause  his  left  hand  went 
into  his  left  pocket  in  a  natural  manner  to  get  the  )natcl\  He,  of 
course,  left  my  slip  in  his  pocket  with  his  surplus  matches ;  and  when 
he  retired  for  the  drink  of  water,  he  read  my  (|ucsti(>n. 

As  to  the  slate  trick,  all  was  fair  until  he  picked  u]"*  the  top 
slate,  wrote  an  automatic  message,  apparently  read  it  alouil  to  me, 
and  then  upon  me  in f' inning  him  that  the  message  did  not  answer 
my  question,  he  seemed  dissatisfied,  apparently  erased  the  message, 
and  replaced  the  large  slate  on  top  of  the  stack  of  slates.  What  he 
really  did  was  to  i)ick  up  the  large  top  slate,  bottom  side  towards 
himself,  atid  at  the  same  lime  to  carry  with  it  a  small  slale  pressed 
tightly  against  its  under  side.  He  held  the  large  slate  with  its  under 
side  tilted  from  me,  so  I  could  not  see  this  small  slate.    There  being 
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SO  many  small  slates  in  the  stack,  the  temporary  absence  of  one  from 
the  stack  attracted  no  notice. 

He  kept  this  small  slate  next  to  him  out  of  my  view,  and  really 
wrote  the  message  on  the  small  slate  zvhich  was  next  to  him,  and 
which  was  concealed  from  my  view  by  the  larger  slate.  He  did  not 
read  aloud  what  he  had  actually  written  but  merely  pretended  to 
do  so,  repeating  something  entirely  foreign  to  the  subject  instead. 
What  he  had  written  really  answered  my  question  fully.  When  he 
appeared  to  erase  the  message,  his  movements  were  but  a  pretense ; 
and  he  did  not  erase  it  at  all.  When  he  replaced  the  large  slate  on 
the  stack  of  slates,  he,  of  course,  replaced  the  small  one  which  was 
concealed  under  it,  message  side  down. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  operator,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
slate  trick,  first  took  up  and  examined  the  large  slate  a  time  or  so 
for  a  message ;  and  finding  none,  seemed  disappointed,  and  finally 
wrote  the  automatic  message ;  then  on  being  informed  that  it  did  not 
apply  to  the  case,  he  seemed  dissatisfied  and  appeared  to  erase  it. 

After  the  message  was  written  and  the  slates  replaced,  he  ex- 
amined the  top  slate  a  time  or  so,  and  even  lifted  off  a  few  small 
slates  looking  for  writing,  but  did  not  turn  them  over;  then  seeing 
nothing,  he  scattered  the  slates  around  on  the  table,  leaving  their 
same  sides  downwards ;  and  handing  me  the  cover,  he  requested 
me  to  cover  them  and  place  my  hands  on  them. 

The  trick  was  now  practically  done.  As  the  slates  had  been 
examined  so  many  times  and  nothing  found  on  them,  even  after  the 
automatic  -writing,  the  majority  of  persons  would  testify  that  there 
was  positively  nothing  on  the  slates  when  the  medium  left  the  table. 
The  majority  of  persons  would  never  remember  that  he  at  one  time 
wrote  on  the  large  slate  and  erased  it.  The  message  being  on  a 
small  slate,  and  these  being  spread  around,  few  would  have  known 
that  this  message  really  appeared  on  the  particular  small  slate  that 
was  originally  next  the  top  of  the  stack. 

Most  people  would  have  certified  that  they  cleaned  all  of  the 
slates  themselves,  that  the  medium  never  touched  any  of  the  small 
ones,  and  that  he  only  laid  his  hands  on  top  of  the  stack  a  few  times. 
Some  would  even  forget  that  the  medium  handled  their  writing  at 
all  before  burning  it. 

I  am  sure  that  the  nickeled  tube  that  carried  the  dripping  water 
into  the  space  over  the  glass  bowl,  had  a  second  tube  within  it ; 
through  which  his  assistant  from  the  adjoining  room  either  blew, 
or  sent  by  some  mechanism,  the  chemicals  (probably  potassium) 
that  would  take  fire  and  burn  on  striking  the  water. 
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When  I  perform  the  slate  trick  described  above,  after  writing 
the  "automatic"  message,  apparently  erasing  it,  and  replacing  the 
slates,  I  do  not  scatter  the  slates  around  on  the  table  as  this  medium 
did.     Instead,  I  proceed  as  I  will  now  describe. 

We  place  our  palms  on  the  stack,  and  after  a  time  examine 
the  large  slate  for  a  message,  but  find  none.  I  may  incidentally 
remark  that  this  last  examination  unconsciously  verifies  in  the  sit- 
ter's mind  the  fact  that  I  actually  erased  what  I  wrote  "automat- 
ically." 

I  now  look  on  some  of  the  smaller  slates  for  a  message  but  find 
none.  When  I  do  this  I  do  not  turn  these  slates  over  and  look  on 
their  under  sides,  but  merely  take  off  the  top  slate  to  see  if  there  be 
a  message  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  one  under  it.  I  merely  re- 
mark, "Well,  there  is  nothing  on  that  slate,"  indicating  the  second 
one  from  the  top ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  drop  the  top  slate  (now  in 
my  hand)  on  the  table  beside  the  stack.  I  immediately  take  off  the 
second  slate  and  repeat  this  same  performance,  dropping  it  on  top 
of  the  first  one.  I  keep  on  with  this  performance  until  I  have  re- 
moved four  of  five  of  the  slates,  and  have  them  stacked  in  a  second 
stack  beside  the  first  one.  Then  seeming  to  grow  discouraged,  I 
remark,  "I  giiess  there  is  no  message" ;  and  I  replace  the  second  stack 
on  the  first  stack.  This  places  the  message  slate  four  or  five  slates 
down  in  the  stack ;  as  the  bottom  slate  of  the  second  stack,  being  the 
to])  slate  of  the  original  stack,  is  now  the  message  slate. 

I  next  up-edge  the  small  slates  and  place  a  rubber  band  around 
them  placing  them  in  the  sitter's  lap.  I,  of  course,  place  what  was 
the  top  of  the  stack  downwards  when  I  do  so.  As  the  stack  is  on 
the  side  edges  of  the  slates  when  I  first  up-edge  them,  I  next  bring 
them  upon  the  end  edges,  while  I  put  the  band  in  place.  It  is  now 
easy  to  place  the  stack  of  slates  upon  the  sitter's  lap  with  the  top 
slate  down  and  to  attract  no  notice  to  this  fact.  This  is  because 
the  position  has  been  changed  a  time  or  so  in  placing  the  band  on  ; 
and  I  then  take  the  stack  in  my  hands  by  the  edges  of  the  slates,  and 
simply  place  what  was  the  top  side  of  the  stack  in  the  beginning. 
at  the  bottom. 

In  due  time  I  tell  the  subject  to  make  an  examination  for  a 
message,  and  of  course  four  or  five  slates  down  he  finds  a  message 
on  the  upper  surface  of  one  of  the  slates. 

This  seems  very  miraculous,  as  the  slates  have  been  so  re- 
peatedly examined  and  nothing  found.  Finding  the  message  on  the 
upper  surface  of  a  mi<ldle  slate,  whore  but  a  moment  before  there 
was   nothing,    seems   to   he    truly    a    marvel.      The    subject   having 
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cleaned  and  slacked  these  slates  himself,  and  havinj^  seen  them 
examined  so  many  times,  naturally  feels  impressed  that  the  message 
comes  by  some  super-human  power. 

There  is  a  variation  of  this  slate  trick  which  I  consider  much 
superior  to  it.  In  the  form  referred  to  the  automatic  writing  is  done 
away  with  entirely.  It  is  really  one  of  the  best  slate  tricks  extant  for 
a  private  sitting,  and  is  being  used  by  a  few  of  the  most  up-to-date 
mediums  of  to-day. 

The  medium  uses  nine  small  slates  with  padded  edges.  He 
also  uses  one  large  slate  as  in  the  preceding  trick.  On  one  of  the 
small  slates  is  a  message  prepared  in  advance  and  written  with  a 
soapstone  pencil,  as  this  looks  more  white  and  startling. 

The  medium  seats  the  sitter  at  a  small  table,  and  then  enters 
with  the  slates.  He  carries  them  on  his  left  hand  and  arm  arranged 
as  follows:  At  the  bottom,  message  side  doivn,  is  the  prepared  small 
slate,  and  on  top  of  it  is  the  large  slate.  On  top  of  the  large  slate 
are  eight  small  unprepared  slates.  The  medium  stands  at  the  left 
of  the  sitter,  with  the  slates  on  his  left  hand  and  arm,  and  slightly 
tilted  towards  the  sitter  so  as  to  conceal  the  message  slate  under- 
neath from  his  view.  The  existence  of  a  concealed  slate  is  not 
suspected.  The  medium  now  gives  the  sitter  the  small  slates  one  at 
a  time  to  examine,  and  as  the  sitter  returns  them,  the  medium 
places  them  on  the  table  in  a  stack  in  front  of  the  sitter. 

Just  as  the  eighth  small  slate  is  placed  on  top  of  the  stack,  the 
medium  brings  the  large  slate  in  front  of  the  sitter,  right  over  the 
stack,  allowing  the  edge  next  the  sitter  to  tilt  downward  at  an  angle 
of  45  degrees  and  rest  on  the  front  edge  of  the  stack.  At  the  same 
ti>ne  he  attracts  the  attention  of  the  sitter  by  giving  him  a  pencil 
zvith  his  right  hand,  and  reqnesting  the  sitter  to  write  his  name  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  on  the  large  slate.  The  medium  says,  "Write 
it  right  there,"  pointing  with  his  right  fingers  to  the  center  of  the 
large  slate  which  he  still  holds  with  his  left  hand.  Of  course,  he 
has  meanwhile  allowed  the  prepared  slate  underneath  to  quietly 
take  its  position  on  top  of  the  stack  of  small  slates.  When  the 
medium  first  enters,  the  slates  being  rather  heavy,  are  supported 
partly  on  the  left  arm.  As  soon  as  enough  of  them  have  been  re- 
moved to  make  what  remains  light  enough,  they  are  allowed  to  slip 
more  completely  into  the  left  hand,  and  be  grasped  by  the  fingers. 
This  enables  the  medium  to  press  the  concealed  slate  up  against 
the  under  surface  of  the  large  slate  firmly,  and  makes  it  also  easier 
to  drop  it  onto  the  stack  when  the  large  slate  pauses  over  it  for  an 
instant. 
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As  soon  as  the  sitter  writes  as  requested,  the  medium  places 
the  large  slate  in  the  sitter's  lap  for  him  to  hold  ;  and  taking  a  large 
rubber  band,  he  snaps  it  around  the  stack  of  small  slates  and  places 
them  in  the  sitter's  lap  upon  the  large  slate.  When  the  stack  is  on 
the  table  before  placing  the  band  around  it,  the  top  slate  has  the 
message  on  its  under  side ;  and  the  fact  can  not  be  noticed  that 
among  so  many  slates  one  has  been  added  to  the  stack.  The  stack 
is  turned  on  edge  to  even  it  up,  and  as  the  band  is  placed  in  posi- 
tion, the  stack  is  allowed  to  finish  turning  over.  This  must  be  done 
gradually  as  the  band  is  put  on  and  as  the  stack  is  placed  on  the 
large  slate  now  in  the  sitter's  lap.  This  "turning"  of  the  stack 
brings  the  message  slate  to  the  bottom,  message  side  upwards.  The 
sitter  is  now  requested  to  place  his  palms  on  the  stack  and  in  due 
time  he  finds  his  message.  This  is  very  effective  and  easy  to  per- 
form. The  slates  must  not  be  placed  on  the  table  before  they  are 
examined,  but  must  be  held  in  the  left  hand  during  the  examination 
and  cleaning  of  the  slates  by  the  sitter.  Should  they  be  laid  on  the 
table  the  effect  of  the  lower  slate  can  be  seen. 

When  the  sitter  is  examining  the  eight  small  slates  in  the  be- 
ginning, the  medium  should  not  stack  them  up  too  evenly;  for  if  the 
stack  is  very  neat,  and  the  message  slate  should  be  dropped  onto  the 
stack  out  of  position,  it  would  attract  notice. 

VIII. 

There  is  a  lady  medium  in  Omaha  who  is  the  wife  of  a  prom- 
inent citizen.  She  is  afflicted,  being  nearly  blind.  This  lady,  in  her 
seances,  produces  large  quantities  of  cut  flowers,  which  she  claims 
to  materialize  from  their  "astral  forms."  Most  persons  would  think 
that  a  lady  of  her  stantling,  and  afflicted  in  the  manner  she  is,  would 
not  deceive. 

The  ladies  at  her  seances  are  allowed  to  thoroughly  examine 
her  clothing,  her  cabinet  and  the  room  ;  and  when  nothing  suspicious 
is  found  she  enters  her  cabinet  in  full  light,  and  as  she  materializes 
the  flowers  she  passes  them  out  over  the  cabinet  top. 

An  honorary  member  of  the  "Society  for  Psychical  Researcli" 
photographed  her  cabinet  and  flowers,  and  presented  two  of  the 
photographs  to  me.  It  is  from  these  that  the  two  accompanying 
illustrations  were  made.  This  lady  also  wrote  xip  the  case  of  this 
medium,  and  with  the  write-up,  forwarded  the  photographs  to  the 
society. 

T  have  never  witnessed  one  of  her  seances  myself,  but  I  have 
talked  to  several  who  have  done  so.  They  are  almost  all  firm  be- 
lievers.   The  flowers  are  nature's  own  production,  and  have  nature's 
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sap  within  them.  They  are  composed  of  cells  formed  by  growth, 
the  same  as  other  plants.  All  of  this  can  be  verified  under  the  micro- 
scope.    The  spirits  claim  to  dematerialize  these  flowers  and  bring 


the  "astral  forms"  of  them  through  space ;  and  then  through  the 
occult  powers  of  the  medium,  they  are  enabled  to  materialize  them 
again  for  the  benefit  of  unbelieving  mortals. 
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I  have  g-ood  reason  to  believe  that  her  flowers  are  furnished  by 
a  greenhouse  in  Council  Bluffs.  Some  years  ago  before  the  medium 
was    afflicted    by    failing   eyesight,    and    when    she    was    a    widow. 


mcdiunishi|)  was  lur  ])riit\'SsiiMi.  Shr  was  known  as  IMadam  — . 
and  had  rooms  where  she  held  .seances  for  a  livelihood.  At  that 
time  she  did  not  work  from  a  cabinet  in  the  light,  but  in  a  bare,  un- 
furnished room,  with  lights  cml. 
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She  would  allow  her  clothing  to  be  examined  by  the  ladies,  and 
would  then,  after  the  lights  were  lowered,  walk  about  within  the 
circle  and  produce  flowers,  presenting  them  to  different  individuals 
with  a  suitable  message.  My  friend,  the  advertising  agent,  attended 
some  of  these  seances.  He  noticed  that  the  medium,  after  producing 
a  number  of  flowers,  would  invariably  return  to  a  certain  position 
in  the  room ;  after  which  she  would  produce  some  more  flowers. 
She  always  did  this  in  the  same  manner ;  so  he  began  to  notice  who 
sat  in  the  position  to  which  she  always  returned. 

He  found  a  lady  there  who  was  the  wife  of  a  certain  sleight- 
of-hand  performer  of  this  city.  This  lady  sat  between  the  servant 
of  the  medium  and  the  medium's  daughter  in  all  cases.  He  became 
convinced  that  these  parties  were  the  confederates  of  the  medium 
and  that  the  flowers  were  concealed  under  the  skirts  of  the  middle 
lady. 

Accordingly,  one  time,  in  conversation  with  this  confederate, 
he  spoke  of  her  "smooth  work,"  just  as  if  he  knew  it  as  a  matter 
of  course.  The  confederate  then  said,  "Did  Madam  —  tell  you?" 
and  laughed.  She  confessed  that  she  had  a  large  pocket  under  her 
skirt  running  around  it  like  a  sack,  in  which  were  the  flowers. 
When  the  confederate  entered  the  room  the  medium  invariably  be- 
gan her  seance  at  once,  so  as  to  keep  any  one  from  noticing  the 
fullness  of  the  confederate's  skirts. 

My  friend  had  also  noticed  that  when  the  spectators  were  few, 
flowers  were  numerous ;  and  that  when  there  were  a  large  number 
of  spectators  the  flowers  were  scarce.  This  first  led  him  to  suspect 
that  she  had  always  the  same  quantity,  and  that  she  always  exhausted 
her  stock,  as  the  flowers  were  perishable  property. 

One  day  this  friend  was  in  the  medium's  rooms  when  a  mes- 
senger boy  arrived  with  a  basket  of  the  regulation  flowers.  They 
were  from  Council  Bluffs.  My  friend  looked  at  the  medium  and 
smiled.  She  returned  the  smile  and  remarked,  "Can  you  keep  a 
secret?"  She  was  evidently  going  to  confide  in  him;  but  just  then 
there  appeared  a  caller  for  a  private  reading,  and  the  opportunity 
passed.  When  she  returned  to  the  room,  she  seemed  to  have  changed 
her  mind,  and  nothing  was  said. 

I  think  she  uses  no  confederate  in  her  present  home,  as  she  now 
works  in  full  light;  but  I  feel  confident  that  a  trap  could  be  found 
in  the  walls  or  base  board  behind  her  cabinet.  It  is  probably  con- 
structed something  like  the  one  I  described  in  my  article  in  The 
Open  Court  of  August,  1905,  through  which  the  spirits  were  mate- 
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rialized.  If  this  be  the  case  and  it  be  well  made,  it  might  be  difficult 
to  locate  the  secret  latch  that  opens  it. 

I  may  incidentally  mention  that  the  son  of  this  lady  confederate 
afterwards  became  a  medium  of  some  renown.  He  learned  under  a 
traveling  professional  medium,  and  grew  to  be  very  expert.  He  is 
out  over  the  world,  now  following  his  profession.  I  know  the 
town  wherein  he  is  now  wintering,  as  a  clairvoyant  and  trance  me- 
dium. 

The  lady  medium  described  above,  operated  in  Denver,  Colo- 
rado, for  a  long  time. 

IX. 

In  the  spiritualistic  part  of  the  realm  of  trickery,  fashion  has 
played  a  not  unimportant  role.  As  soon  as  the  first  mediums  could 
induce  the  spirits  of  the  departed  to  return  to  this  earth  and  rap 
on  tables  and  furniture,  the  fashion  rapidly  spread  and  mediums  all 
over  the  country  sprang  up  with  exactly  these  same  powers.  The 
fashion  remains  to  this  day ;  although  there  is  a  book  on  the  market, 
being  a  confession  of  one  of  the  founders  of  this  religion,  to  the 
eflFect  that  her  work  was  fraudulent.  As  soon  as  a  leading  medium 
spoke  of  his  magnetic  powers,  all  of  the  mediums  in  the  country 
had  magnetic  powers,  which,  strange  to  say,  could  act  on  wood 
and  could  also  act  in  ways  in  which  magnetism  was  never  known 
to  act. 

As  soon  as  a  leading  medium  started  the  fashion  of  having  an 
Indian  guide,  all  of  the  mediums  in  the  country  had  Indian  guides. 
Unto  this  day  this  fashion  is  still  in  vogue.  Some  mediums  now 
have  as  many  as  forty  or  fifty  guides.  This  is  more  especially  true 
among  the  non-professional  mediums — those  who  really  can  give 
no  tests,  as  they  are  not  versed  in  the  art  of  trickery.  At  some  of 
the  materializing  seances  of  a  certain  medium,  as  he  relates  it  to  me, 
one  of  the  most  amusing  features  is  the  frequent  disputes  and  quar- 
rels of  this  class  of  persons  over  certain  guides  which  he  material- 
izes, and  which  each  claims  as  his  own. 

The  next  fashion  was  the  dark  seance.  This  always  seemed 
so  unreasonable  to  me,  and  such  evidence  of  trickery,  that  I  have 
always  been  surprised  that  otherwise  intelligent  persons  could  give 
credence  to  such  performances.  I  have  refrained  from  describing 
any  of  the  tricks  of  this  class  heretofore,  as  I  did  not  consider  them 
of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  any  attention.  However,  a  recent 
occurrence  of  this  kind  came  under  my  notice,  and  I  found  the 
eflFect  so  great  on  persons  of  some  education,  that  I  have  decided 
to  give  my  experience  of  the  case  to  the  readers  of  this  article. 
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One  evening,  not  so  very  long  ago,  just  as  I  was  about  to  re- 
tire for  the  night,  my  door  bell  rang;  and  I  found  some  ladies  at 
my  door.  I  knew  one  of  them,  and  she  explained  the  lateness  of 
the  call  by  saying  that  a  party  of  friends  and  herself  had  been  dis- 
cussing occult  phenomena,  and  that  she  had  mentioned  the  fact 
that  I  possessed  a  crystal  globe  for  crystal  gazing.  Immediately 
all  of  the  ladies  Vvere  full  of  enthusiasm,  and  she  could  get  no  peace 
until  she  brought  them  to  me. 

I  found  that  these  ladies  had,  a  day  or  so  previously,  called  on 
a  couple  of  mediums  in  the  neighboring  city  of  Council  Bluffs ;  and 
that  they  there  had  had  a  most  marvelous  experience.  Each  of  the 
ladies  had  a  sitting  with  the  lady  medium ;  and  as  their  experiences 
were  similar,  I  will  relate  the  experience  of  one,  a  Mrs.  C — ,  as 
related  to  me. 

This  lady  is  a  business  woman  of  Omaha,  is  possessed  of  con- 
siderable means,  and  moves  in  high  society.  They  had  journeyed 
to  the  neighboring  town  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  new  mediums 
of  whom  they  had  heard,  and  they  went  into  the  presence  of  these 
mediums  absolute  strangers. 

The  lady  medium  took  this  lady  into  a  small  room  where  abso- 
lute darkness  reigned,  and  had  a  sitting  with  her  under  test  con- 
ditions ;  that  is,  the  lady  placed  her  toes  on  the  medium's  toes,  her 
knees  against  the  medium's  knees,  and  she  thought  that  she  held 
the  medium's  hands ;  thus  making  it  impossible  for  the  medium  to 
move  without  her  discovering  it. 

I  should  have  said  that  the  room  was  lighted  until  she  and  the 
medium  took  their  positions,  after  which  her  friends  turned  out  the 
lights,  and  retired  to  an  adjoining  room  where  they  faithfully 
guarded  the  medium's  husband. 

Now  these  ladies  had  heard  of  tricks  being  performed,  and 
were  consequently  on  their  guard ;  and  they  watched  all  so  closely, 
that  there  was  absolutely  no  possibility  of  trickery. 

Soon  after  the  lights  were  put  out,  the  medium  passed  into  a 
trance  state,  while  the  sitter  securely  held  her.  Soon  the  sitter 
felt  a  breeze  pass  over  her  face  as  if  an  invisible  hand  had  passed 
in  front  of  it;  and  then  she  heard  raps  on  her  chair,  on  an  adjoining 
piece  of  furniture,  and  in  fact  all  around  her.  Next,  something 
touched  her  on  the  head  and  person  lightly,  and  almost  frightened 
her  to  death.  Meanwhile  the  medium  was  talking  and  describing, 
for  the  sitter's  identification,  certain  spirits  that  were  present. 

Among  the  things  that  occurred,  there  floated  into  the  lap  of 
the  sitter  a  letter  C.    It  was  softly  luminous,  and  the  medium  stated 
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that  this  was  the  first  letter  of  the  lady's  name,  which  was  correct. 
Xnmerous  soft,  hazy  lights  floated  about  her ;  and  a  tin  trumpet 
that  stood  close  by  floated  into  the  air,  passing  over  the  sitter's 
head  and  giving  it  a  bump,  after  which  voices  issued  from  the  trum- 
pet. 

Among  the  most  astonishing  things  the  medium  did,  she  in- 
formed this  lady  of  an  important  secret  in  her  past  life,  of  which 
no  one  in  this  city  knew.  It  was  one  of  those  family  secrets,  such 
as  are  in  many  families,  and  it  was  deeply  buried  from  the  public 
gaze.  She  said  she  had  not  thought  of  this  secret  for  a  long  time, 
and  that  this  medium  gave  it  to  her  in  the  most  marvelous  fashion. 
As  I  suggested  that  the  medium  possibly  led  her  to  make  remarks 
from  which  she  divined  the  knowledge  of  this  secret,  she  was  very 
certain  that  the  medium  had  done  nothing  of  the  kind. 

One  of  the  ladies — a  writer  for  a  daily  paper  here — had  become 
greatly  frightened  during  her  sitting,  and  had  felt  herself  leaving 
her  own  body ;  and  she  could  see  her  body  standing  by  her,  and 
she  became  so  frightened  that  she  discontinued  the  seance. 

I  laughed  at  these  stories,  and  told  them  of  some  of  the  tricks 
of  mediums ;  and  even  showed  them  a  screen  covered  with  luminous 
paint,  which  shines  beautifully  in  the  dark.  They  then  confessed 
that  the  lights  which  the  medium  produced,  might  have  been  a  trick ; 
and  when  I  told  the  first  lady  of  the  artificial  hands  sometimes  used, 
she  was  not  so  positive  as  to  whether  she  had  held  the  medium's 
hands  or  whether  the  medium  had  held  hers.  She,  however,  was 
certain  that  one  of  them  held  her  hands  on  top  of  the  others, 
and  that  there  was  no  artificial  hand  used  as  the  temperature  was 
that  of  a  living  person.  I  explained  that  this  might  even  be  the 
case,  if  the  hand  had  been  concealed  for  some  time  in  the  lady's 
clothing.  She  then  confessed  that  she  had  noticed  a  button  in  the 
front  of  the  medium's  dress,  which  was  unbuttoned  when  the  lights 
were  turned  up  ;  and  that  the  medium  quickly  closed  it. 

She  insisted  that  the  inexplicable  part  of  it  all  was  how  the 
medium  had  discovered  her  secret.  She  said,  "It  must  be  spirits, 
or  else  it  is  mind-reading."  I  said  I  will  show  you  something,  my- 
self, if  you  will  step  into  an  adjoining  room."  I  handed  her  a 
sheet  of  paper  with  six  lines  drawn  across  it.  and  requested  her  to 
write  a  name  in  each  space ;  all  to  be  names  of  living  persons  but 
one,  which  was  to  be  the  name  of  a  dead  person.  As  soon  as  she 
did  this,  I  cut  them  apart,  as  described  in  my  article  in  the  August 
Open  Court  of  1905,  and  folded  them  into  billets. 

When  she  placed  these  in  a  hollow  skull  and  held  them  under 
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the  table,  I  directed  her  to  throw  them  on  the  table  one  at  a  time ; 
and,  of  course,  when  she  threw  the  one  on  which  was  the  name  of 
the  dead  person,  I  told  her  this  was  the  dead  one's  name,  and  read 
it  for  her  without  looking  at  it. 

I  describe  this  here  for  the  benefit  of  readers  who  may  not 
have  read  my  former  article.  I  also  had  her  write  down  a  number 
of  places  and  diseases,  among-  which  was  the  place  of  her  friend's 
death  and  the  disease  of  which  she  died.  I  then  told  her  the  correct 
ones,  where  and  of  which,  her  friend  died,  this  trick  being  the 
same  as  performed  by  the  great  medium  Schlossenger. 

This  seemed  to  dumbfound  her ;  and  then  I  gave  her  a  couple 
of  slates  to  examine,  and  proceeded  to  perform  one  of  several  slate 
tricks  with  which  I  am  familiar.  When  she  found  a  message  on 
these  slates  which  had  not  left  her  sight  at  all,  and  after  examining 
them  thoroughly,  she  concluded  that  she  was  not  capable  of  dis- 
cerning between  trickery  and  genuine  phenomena.  However,  she 
and  her  friends  insisted  that  I  see  this  medium  when  she  should 
later  come  to  Omaha,  and  still  seemed  so  greatly  impressed  with  her 
that  I  readily  promised. 

A  short  time  after  this  evening,  I  received  a  telephone  call  from 
this  lady,  announcing  that  this  medium  and  her  husband  were  in 
town  and  were  not  yet  located.  I  accordingly  extended  them  the 
hospitality  of  my  home  over  Sunday,  and  invited  the  aforesaid  ladies 
with  some  others  to  call  that  evening. 

The  mediums  arrived  at  my  home  in  due  time,  and  in  looking 
over  my  paintings  and  pictures,  ran  across  a  couple  of  photographs 
of  myself  performing  a  decapitation  act.  This  was  their  first  inkling 
that  I  was  a  performer.  Next,  they  happened  to  mention  the  name 
of  a  certain  dealer  in  tricks  for  mediums,  but  they  did  not  speak  of 
him  in  this  capacity,  but  in  the  capacity  of  a  medium  instead.  I  did 
not  know  that  this  gentleman  ever  traveled  as  a  medium  himself, 
and  so  stated ;  but  they  insisted  that  he  had.  Whether  they  be  right 
or  not  as  to  this,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  showed  my  knowledge  of  him, 
and  the  address  of  his  firm,  whereupon  the  gentleman  asked  me 
if  I  had  seen  his  catalogue.  I  replied  that  I  had  it  and  that  I  was 
a  performer  of  many  tricks  and  could  give  him  some  valuable  in- 
struction if  he  desired.  This  put  him  entirely  at  his  ease  and  he 
seemed  to  regard  me  as  a  member  of  the  profession ;  and  from  this 
time  on  he  talked  openly  of  the  work,  the  various  tricks,  and  the 
tricks  of  the  many  mediums  over  the  covmtry  whom  he  knew  quite 
well.  He  spoke  of  the  "Camp"  in  Indiana  and  of  the  mediums  he 
met  there,  and  told  many  amusing  anecdotes. 
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We  put  in  the  afternoon  instructing  each  other,  and  he  showed 
me  a  neat  billet  and  slate  test  that  he  and  his  wife  used,  and  also 
described  his  materializing  work  in  a  laughable  manner.  He  seemed 
to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  methods  by  which  two  of 
Chicago's  most  celebrated  mediums  produce  their  spirit  paintings, 
etc.,  etc.  He  however  all  along  insisted  that  although  he  had  this 
knowledge  of  trickery,  (which  he  could  not  well  avoid,  traveling 
around  in  this  business  as  he  did),  that  his  wife  was  a  genuine 
medium.  He  openly  acknowledged  his  materializing  was  a  smooth 
trick,  but  said  that  to  make  a  living  in  this  business,  certain  tricks 
were  a  necessity.  He  insisted  on  the  marvelous  powers  of  his  wife, 
however,  and  it  was  evident  that  they  intended  to  perform  for  me 
and  leave  me  in  the  dark  on  this  part  of  the  question. 

As  soon  as  it  was  dark  I  repaired  to  a  dark  room  and  took  a 
seat  with  the  lady.  She  placed  a  slate  on  her  lap  for  me  to  place 
my  palms  on,  and  asked  me  to  place  the  two  palms  closely  together 
allowing  my  thumbs  to  contact  each  other  their  entire  length.  She 
now  said,  "Mr.  Abbott  I  will  place  my  hands  on  yours  in  this  man- 
ner." As  she  said  this  she  placed  a  palm  on  each  of  my  hands,  and 
then  she  said,  "If  I  should  lift  either  hand  you  could  tell  it,  could 
you  not?"  She  illustrated  this  by  alternately  lifting  either  hand. 
I  was  sure  I  could  tell  if  either  were  removed,  and  I  informed  her 
to  that  effect. 

The  lights  were  now  put  out  and  I  took  my  position  with  the 
medium's  knees  between  mine,  and  my  palms  on  the  slate.  She 
again  placed  her  palms  on  the  backs  of  my  hands  and  asked  me  if 
I  could  tell  if  she  removed  either  one.  She  illustrated  this  again 
by  lifting  either  palm  and  replacing  it.  This  she  did  two  or  three 
times.  I  noted  this  and  remembered  it.  She  now  replaced  her 
palms,  and  I  was  quite  sure  that  she  did  not  use  an  artificial  hand ; 
for  I  felt  the  fingers  move  on  the  backs  of  each  of  my  hands  in  so 
lifelike  a  manner  as  to  disprove  the  idea  that  cither  hand  was  arti- 
ficial. 

She  now  went  into  her  trance,  and  first  felt  the  influence  of 
a  lady  whom  she  described  very  accurately.  The  description  fitted 
my  mother  very  well,  and  did  not  fit  any  other  relative  that  I  know 
who  might  be  dead.  However,  as  my  mother  is  alive,  I  said  nothing 
and  thus  did  not  lead  her  on.  I  nuist  confess  that  my  natural  im- 
pulse was  to  reply  to  her  statements,  iduch  she  gai'C  me  zvith  such 
a  risint^  i)iflcctio)i,  as  to  be  really  aski)iij;  me  a  question;  although  the 
mere  words  indicated  a  positive  statement  on  her  part  instead  of  a 
question.     I   was   familiar   with   this  manner  of  "fishing"  and  of 
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course  I  did  not  respond.  I  have  since  learned  from  my  wife  that 
the  lady  saw  my  mother's  picture  during  the  afternoon,  but  she  was 
given  no  information  about  her. 

She  soon  dropped  this  spirit  and  brought  up  that  of  a  little 
child;  then  she  introduced  a  second  child,  and  said  that  she  took 
them  to  be  my  own.  There  was  another  rising  inflection  in  this 
statement,  and  this  time  I  decided  to  break  my  silence,  but  to  re- 
member what  I  should  say.  I  therefore  informed  her  that  I  had 
never  had  any  children.  She  immediately  said,  "Then  it  is  a 
brother ;"  and  I  said,  "Yes."  This  statement  was  pretty  safe  on  her 
part,  for  there  are  few  families  in  which  there  is  not  a  dead  brother. 

Had  I  not  been  versed  in  trickery  I  can  readily  see  how  much 
information  I  would  have  given  her,  for  I  had  to  continually  guard 
my  own  tongue;  as  her  questions,  or  more  correctly  her  statements 
with  a  rising  inflection,  were  worded  so  adroitly  and  came  so 
rapidly.  While  this  was  going  on  I  felt  some  light  touches  on  my 
person,  face,  head,  etc. ;  and  not  expecting  them,  I  started  suddenly 
when  I  felt  them.  The  touches  were  very  short  in  duration,  what 
a  musician  would  call  staccato.  They  were  also  very  light.  Soon 
raps  appeared  on  an  adjoining  bed,  and  she  proceeded  to  ask  the 
spirits  the  questions  about  me,  and  the  raps  replied. 

The  questions  were  so  worded  that  I  could  surmise  that  it  was 
intended  that  I  should  answer  them  also.  In  fact,  it  is  natural  to 
reply  to  statements  given  with  a  rising  inflection,  and  the  uninitiated 
would  have  done  so. 

Sometimes  I  decided  to  humor  her  and  I  made  a  reply.  When 
such  was  the  case  I  found  that  the  raps  would  answer  so  quickly, 
with  me,  or  rather  after  me,  as  to  appear  to  be  simultaneous  with 
me.  However,  I  saw  plainly  that  they  followed  my  own  answers  : 
but  so  very  quickly  that  to  the  uninitiated  they  would  have  appeared 
to  be  simultaneous  with,  or  even  ahead  of  one's  own  answers. 
This  effect  is  due  to  the  way  the  answers  attract  the  attention  so 
strongly,  coming  in  such  a  mysterious  manner,  that  I  was  tempted 
to  forget  I  had  answered  the  questions.  I  am  sure  persons  in  general 
would  have  forgotten  this  fact,  for  they  would  have  been  so  much 
more  impressed  with  the  performance  and  startled,  that  they  would 
have  been  laboring  under  strong  excitement ;  whereas  I  was  per- 
fectly cool,  knowing  it  was  a  trick.  There  is  much  difference  in  the 
effect  when  one  knows  such  a  thing  is  a  trick,  and  does  not  think 
some  supernatural  agency  is  at  work. 

Meanwhile  I  saw  a  soft  luminous  light  floating  about,  and 
voices  came  through  the  trumpet  which  bumped  about  the  room. 
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Raps  came  on  my  chair  and  duri)ig  all  tin's  time  she  never  ceased 
to  "pump"  for  information. 

Now  at  first  I  was  a  trifle  startled,  for  I  felt  that  she  had  not 
removed  either  hand ;  but  my  common  sense  soon  told  me  that  she 
had,  and  that  her  left  hand,  which  was  a  large  one,  rested  one-half 
on  each  of  my  hands;  that  at  the  last  moment,  before  starting  the 
tests,  she  had  placed  her  hand  in  this  position,  keeping  her  right 
hand  free.  She  had  apparently  raised  a  palm  from  the  hack  of  each 
hand,  by  merely  tilting  up,  the  side  of  her  left  hand  which  touched 
one  of  my  hands  allowing  the  other  side  of  it  to  remain  in  contact 
with  my  other  hand,  and  remarking,  "You  can  feel  when  I  take 
this  one  away,  can  you  ?"  She  then  tilted  up  the  other  side,  making 
the  same  remark. 

I  knew  that  she  was  touching  me,  and  making  the  raps  with 
her  free  hand ;  and  that  she  did  the  talking  in  the  trumpet :  and 
also  that  the  lights  were  a  piece  of  gauzy  silk  dyed  with  a  prepara- 
tion containing  "Balmain's  Luminous  Paint."  I  was  surprised  at 
the  illusion  to  the  sense  of  touch,  for  it  felt  precisely  as  if  both  her 
hands  rested  on  mine.  If  any  of  my  readers  will  try  this  on  any 
of  their  friends  in  the  dark  and  not  explain  the  secret  to  them,  they 
will  find  the  illusion  is  perfect.  It  only  requires  boldness.  There 
is  no  one  to  whom  this  is  unknown,  who  can  tell  in  the  dark  that  two 
hands  do  not  rest  on  the  backs  of  his  hands.  The  subject  must  of 
course  place  the  two  palms  very  closely  together,  allowing  his 
thumbs  to  contact  each  other  their  entire  length. 

Having  failed  to  give  me  any  information  of  a  startling  nature, 
owing  to  her  inability  to  excite  me  and  cause  me  to  luiconsciously 
lead  her  on,  she  now  told  me  to  ask  for  any  one  I  desired  and  she 
would  see  if  they  would  come.  I  asked  for  William  J — ,  a  friend 
who  had  died  recently.  She  said,  "He  is  here  but  I  can  not  sec  his 
face  plainly.  It  seems  that  he  passed  out  suddenly.  It  sccius  as  if 
an  accident  had  happened?"  This  was  given  with  a  rising  inflection. 
-As  I  made  no  reply  she  remarked,  "Anyway,  he  passed  out  sud- 
denly." 

My  friend  had  died  of  txplioid  fever,  after  a  week  or  ten  days 
of  great  suffering.  It  is  trre  that  the  disease  struck  him  with  great 
violence  in  a  sudden  manner,  but  I  did  not  get  excilod  and  tr\-  to 
apply  her  remark  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 

She  next  remarked,  "lie  was  not  a  nuisioian."  1  ilo  not  know 
what  j)roiiipted  this  remark,  imless  it  bi-  that  she  had  discovered 
that  I  am  a  musician,  and  i)Iay  several  instruments.     She  made  this 
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remark  in  a  manner  that  seemed  to  expect  an  answer,  but  as  I  made 
none,  she  said,  "No,  he  was  no  musician." 

Now,  the  facts  are,  my  friend  was  a  musician,  playing  both 
cornet  and  piano  well.  Among  my  treasures  is  a  phonograph 
record  of  a  cornet  and  clarinet  duet  which  we  played  together  at 
one  time.  I  however  said  nothing  of  this  that  would  help  her  out ; 
.but  I  then  fully  realized  how  natural  it  would  have  been  for  the  aver- 
age investigator  to  have  given  her  pointers  enough  to  prevent  her 
making  this  error. 

She  next  said,  "Yes,  he  passed  out  suddenly,  and  seems  to  regret 
something,  as  if  he  left  it  undone,  or  unsettled."  I  made  no  reply 
and  she  said,  "As  if  he  had  left  something  unpaid,  you  understand?" 
I  determined  to  humor  her  and  I  said,  "Something  which  he  owed 
me?"  I  said  this  as  if  she  had  struck  a  responsive  chord,  and  she 
said,  "Yes,  that  is  it:  It  was  what  he  owed  you.  He  says  this  is 
his  one  regret." 

Now,  I  will  state  that  I  do  not  believe  my  friend  ever  owed 
any  debts ;  and  I  am  sure  that  he  never  owed  anything  to  me,  and 
that  he  left  nothing  unpaid.  He  was  a  very  honorable  and  upright 
young  man. 

I  next  asked  for  a  young  lady,  Georgia  C— .  She  seemed  to 
think  this  was  a  gentleman ;  and  she  spoke  of  her  in  the  masculine 
gender  and  proceeded  to  call  "him"  up  and  remarked  on  the  sud- 
denness of  "his"  demise.  I  did  not  respond  and  she  dropped  this 
spirit.  I  may  mention  that  the  young  lady  also  died  of  typhoid 
fever  after  a  long  illness. 

She  next  said,  "I  can  see  an  accident  as  of  a  wreck.  I  see  it 
affects  you  in  some  way,  and  I  think  others  also.  It  either  has  hap- 
pened or  is  to  happen."  I  made  no  response  and  she  said,  "Were 
you  ever  in  a  wreck?"  and  as  I  was  slow  in  replying,  she  added, 
"Or  anything  of  the  kind?" 

I  replied,  "Yes,  I  w^as  in  something  of  the  kind."  In  fact  I  had 
been  in  two  serious  accidents  with  horses.  At  one  time  while  ridino- 
a  bicycle,  I  was  struck  by  a  runaway  horse  which  ran  directly  over 
me;  and  there  is  yet  a  slight  injury  on  my  breast  from  it.  At  an- 
other time  I  was  thrown  from  a  buggy  in  a  runaway,  and  was 
totally  unconscious  for  half  an  hour;  and  then  after  the  return  of 
my  reason,  was  totally  without  memory  for  a  period  of  one  and 
one-half  hours.  I  could  reason  on  my  condition,  but  by  no  effort 
could  I  recall  my  name  or  by  searching  my  mind  find  the  least 
glimpse  of  memory.  My  reason  was  perfectly  clear,  and  I  plainly 
recollect  my  striving  to  remember  who  and  where  I  was.     I  re- 
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member  that  my  first  thought  on  the  return  of  reason  was  the  bear- 
ing this  experience  had  on  the  possibiHty  of  a  future  Hfe,  after  the 
death  of  the  body.  This  incident  is  of  great  interest  to  me  yet,  but 
is  out  of  place  here,  so  I  will  not  digress  further. 

I  have  had  other  accidents,  so  I  could  not  tell  to  which  one 
she  referred ;  but  I  acknowledged  an  accident  resembling  a  wreck. 
She  said,  "You  had  a  narrow  escape?"  I  replied,  "Yes."  She  then. 
said,  "You  still  have  a  scar  or  something  on  your  person  as  a 
memento  of  this?"  I  replied  that  I  did;  however,  there  is  no  scar, 
but  there  is  a  slight  enlargement  over  a  rib  where  the  hoof  struck 
me.  I  could  easily  have  said  a  few  words,  and  she  would  have 
given  me  the  details ;  but  I  only  gave  her  as  many  pointers  as  I 
herein  describe.  She  said,  "I  believe  this  w-as  with  horses  some 
way,"  and  I  replied,  "Yes  it  was."  However  she  could  have  in- 
ferred this  from  the  surprise  in  my  voice  when  I  repeated  after  her 
the  words,  "A  wreck?"  with  a  rising  inflection  when  she  first  men- 
tioned the  accident.  All  persons  have  had  accidents,  and  it  is  only 
for  a  medium  to  start  the  subject  and  "pump"  out  of  the  sitter  the 
details,  after  which  the  usual  sitter  w'ill  think  the  medium  gave  the 
details  herself. 

I  saw  how  effective  her  system  of  "pumping"  was ;  and  I  saw 
how  most  persons  would  have  received  much  better  results  than  I 
did,  by  talking  more  and  by  making  unguarded  exclamations.  Sys- 
tems of  "pumping"  or  "fishing"  are  an  art  w'ith  mediums,  and  they 
grow  very  expert  at  it,  and  do  it  so  naturally  that  it  takes  an  expert 
to  detect  that  he  himself  is  giving  the  medium  the  information. 

Most  persons  would  have  regarded  this  information  as  most 
wonderful  and  would  have  quickly  forgotten  the  little  failures  she 
made.  In  fact,  with  most,  she  would  not  have  carried  her  failures 
so  far ;  for  they  would  most  naturally  have  stopped  her  when  wrong, 
instead  of  allowing  her  to  mislead  herself,  as  I  did. 

How  many  of  my  readers  have  ever  blindfolded  themselves  and 
tried  to  find  a  hidden  article  by  touching  the  tips  of  the  fingers  of  a 
person  who  intently  thinks  of  the  article  and  its  hiding-place  ?  Those 
who  have  done  this  will  remember  the  swaying  motions  of  the  body 
in  the  different  directions  in  the  endeavor  to  find  the  direction  by 
first  discovering  the  "line  of  least  resistance" ;  how  the  subjects 
resist  when  the  operator  is  wrong :  and  while  they  do  not  lead  one, 
how  they  quickly  encourage  one  by  not  resisting  when  one  starts 
right.  This  .same  principle  applies  to  the  art  of  "fishing."  The 
medium  mentions  many  things  on  many  subjects,  and  the  sitter 
resists  or  overlooks  the  ones  on  the  "wrong  track"  :  and  while  not 
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intending  to  lead  the  medium,  shows  by  encouragement  when  the 
medium  is  on  the  "right  track." 

After  the  seance  I  did  not  at  first  tell  the  medium  I  had  dis- 
covered her  trick,  but  I  did  tell  her  that  I  knew  how  her  lights  were 
produced,  and  this  she  did  not  deny.  I  merely  said,  "I  am  puzzled 
as  to  how  you  handled  these  lights,  Mrs.  C.  tells  me  that  you 
floated  a  luminous  letter  C  into  her  lap,  telling  her  this  was  the 
initial  of  her  name."  The  medium  replied,  "Did  she  say  that?" 
I  replied  that  she  did.  The  medium  then  said,  "That  shows  what 
a  person's  imagination  will  do.  I  had  no  luminous  letters.  I  merely 
moved  the  luminous  cloth  so  as  to  describe  a  letter  C,  after  discover- 
ing her  name. 

She  said  that  when  she  gave  tests  to  any  one,  the  stories  they 
told  afterwards  continually  grew,  and  always  grew  to  her  advantage. 
That  they  grew  so  that  when  they  came  back  to  her,  she  could 
hardly  recognize  her  own  work.  She  said,  "It  is  a  fact  that  believers 
are  so  anxious  for  tests,  that  they  always  help  one  out ;  and  they 
invariably  help  out,  if  they  be  believers,  in  the  way  that  the  medium 
desires  they  should." 

I  afterwards  sat  with  Mrs.  C —  and  repeated  the  tests  the 
medium  gave  her;  and  she  did  not  discover  how  I  did  it,  and  ad- 
mitted that  I  did  it  just  as  well  and  successfully  as  the  medium  did. 
I  did  not  tell  her  that  I  had  but  one  hand  on  her  two  hands.  I  have 
prepared  some  luminous  hands,  faces,  and  forms  on  silk,  which  I 
use  in  such  cases;  and  I  find  the  effect  of  these  dark  seance  tricks 
is  on  the  average  just  as  impressive  as  are  the  more  difficult  feats 
which  I  perform  in  the  light. 

I  may  mention  that  Mrs.  C —  had  a  sitting  with  this  medium 
again  on  the  same  evening  that  I  did ;  and  that  she  insisted  to  me 
afterwards,  that  two  hands  touched  her,  one  on  each  side  of  her 
face,  at  the  same  instant.  This  shows  the  average  person's  lack  of 
memory  when  describing  little  details.  I  asked  her  if  her  face  were 
not  first  touched  on  one  side,  and  then  quickly  afterwards  on  the 
other ;  and  she  admitted  that  such  might  have  been  the  case.  I  will 
say  that  when  my  wife  had  a  sitting  with  this  medium,  there  was 
a  very  dim  light  in  an  adjoining  hall ;  and  as  my  wife  faced  a  tran- 
som she  could  dimly  see  the  medium  manipulating  her  free  arm. 
The  medium  was  unaware  of  the  slight  light  shining  through  the 
transom  and  of  the  fact  that  she  was  between  my  wife  and  this 
light. 

At  a  later  date  when  better  acquainted  with  this  medium,  she 
explained  to  me  the  means  by  which  she  had  obtained  the  profound 
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secret  which  she  gave  to  Mrs.  C — .  Mrs.  C — 's  most  intimate 
friend  accompanied  her  to  the  first  meeting:  with  this  medium  and 
had  the  first  sitting.  To  her  own  friends,  this  lady  pretended  to  be 
an  ardent  behever.  In  fact  she  was  a  skeptic,  but  was  very  anxious 
to  become  a  medium  herself.  She  accordingly  courted  the  favor 
of  this  medium  by  revealing  to  her  this  secret,  in  the  hope  of  re- 
ceiving some  instruction  in  the  coveted  art  in  return  for  her  kind- 
ness. 

I  am  acquainted  wath  a  gentleman  who  in  describing  a  slate 
perfomiance  which  Slade  gave  him,  solemnly  tells  me  that  he  pur- 
chased and  took  his  own  slate  with  him,  and  that  it  never  left 
his  own  hands  or  the  light.  Further  he  states  most  positively  that 
he  saw  the  message  in  the  process  of  appearing  on  the  slate  letter 
by  letter.  This  man  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  large  firm,  a  good 
business  man.  and  honest.  Now  neither  Slade  nor  any  other  person 
ever  gave  such  a  performance  ;  and  among  all  the  magicians  who  saw 
Slade,  no  one  ever  witnessed  such  a  trick. 

Truly,  not  much  reliance  can  be  put  in  miraculous  tales  related 
second-hand  of  such  performances.  One  can  only  test  such  things 
by  seeing  the  details  oneself. 

X. 

At  one  time  I  knew  a  materializing  medium  wdio  was  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country.  He  did  not  use  confederates  and  have  them 
enter  through  a  trap,  as  is  often  done  by  some  of  the  best  mediums 
who  materialize  in  their  own  homes  in  the  larger  cities. 

I  may  mention  that  this  latter  class  very  often  have  the  trap  in 
the  base  board  behind  the  cabinet,  as  I  explained  in  a  former  article. 
Sometimes  the  trap  is  in  the  ceiling  and  it  is  masked  by  a  heavy 
border  in  the  paper  on  the  ceiling.  In  such  cases  the  cabinet  cur- 
tains extend  to  the  ceiling;  and  when  the  singing  commences,  this 
trap  is  opened  from  the  room  above  and  a  padded  ladder  let  down 
into  the  cabinet.  The  various  "spirits"  descend  and  perform  their 
parts,  then  return  up  the  ladder,  and  withdrawing  it.  close  the 
trap.  During  this  time  the  medium  guards  the  cabinet ;  and  a  few 
faithful  confederates  in  the  front  row  of  spectators  see  t<^  it  that  no 
accidents  happen.  This  is  one  of  the  best  traps ;  for  the  cabinet  and 
walls  can  be  inspected  thoroughly,  before  and  after  the  performance. 
No  one  ever  suspects  the  ceiling,  which  is  inaccessible  to  inspection. 
A  trap  through  the  floor  is  sometimes  U9.c(].  but  this  is  not  so  good 
an  idea. 

The  medium  to  whom  I  just  referred  uses  none  of  these  traps, 
neither  does  he  submit  himself  to  any  of  the  various  "rope  ties" 
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which  are  so  numerous.  He  says  that  doing  so  only  creates  sus- 
picion. He  trusts  entirely  to  the  loyalty  of  a  few  confederates  and 
ardent  believers,  who  are  seated  in  the  front  row  and  who  see  to 
it  that  "conditions"  are  not  disturbed. 

Strangers  and  skeptics  are  seated  well  back.  He  uses  many 
elegant  costumes,  all  made  of  the  finest  silk ;  and  they  can  all  be 
contained  in  a  very  small  space.  He  has  one  piece  consisting  of 
twenty-one  yards  of  the  finest  white  French  bridal  veiling,  which 
can  be  contained  in  a  pint  cup.  It  is  two  yards  wide  and  very 
gauzy.  Such  material  can  only  be  obtained  in  the  very  largest 
cities  and  is  difficult  to  find  even  there. 

This  is  prepared  as  follows :  The  fabric  is  first  washed  carefully 
through  seven  waters,  and  while  damp  worked  thoroughly  and 
rapidly  through  the  solution  given  below.  It  is  then  tacked  on  a 
large  wall  space  and  left  to  dry  for  three  days.  After  this  it  is 
washed  with  naphtha  soap  until  all  odor  leaves  it  and  until  the  fabric 
is  perfectly  soft  and  pliable.  Only  silk  will  retain  the  paint  through 
this  washing. 

The  solution  for  dyeing  is  made  as  follows :  One  jar  of  "Bal- 
main's  Luminous  Paint,"  one-half  pint  Demar  varnish,  one  pint 
odorless  benzine,  fifty  drops  of  lavender  oil.  All  must  be  mixed 
together,  kept  thin,  and  the  work  done  very  rapidly. 

This  fabric  will,  after  being  exposed  to  the  light,  shine  for  a 
long  time  in  the  dark  and  appear  as  a  soft,  luminous  vapor.  He  uses 
this  piece  for  the  hair,  which  reaches  to  the  floor,  when  he  imper- 
sonates Cleopatra  and  other  queens. 

The  silk  for  his  skirt  and  waist,  is  ordinary  white  silk.  It  is 
prepared  with  a  most  elaborate  and  beautiful  design  of  vines,  leaves, 
roses,  and  so  forth,  painted  on  it  with  the  undiluted  "Balmain" 
paint.  This  appears  many  times  more  brilliant  than  the  gauze. 
His  crown,  beads,  and  jewels  are  also  painted  with  the  pure  paint. 
They  are  very  brilliant.  All  parts  not  painted  are  in  perfect  dark- 
ness. His  face  can  not  be  seen  except  when  he  wears  a  beautiful 
mask  dimly  illuminated,  or  when  he  places  a  piece  of  the  luminous 
gauze  over  it,  allowing  the  gauze  to  shape  to,  and  cling  to  his  fea- 
tures. 

It  was  a  beautiful  sight  in  the  darkness,  to  see  him  in  this 
gorgeous  appearing  costume,  while  with  his  finely  modulated  voice 
he  impersonated  the  voice  of  the  Egyptian  queen  in  a  "spirit  whis- 
per" and  in  her  native  tongue. 

When  made  up  as  an  old  Indian  chief,  his  costume  was  fantastic 
to  the  degree  of  barbarism.     His  head-dress,  feathers,  etc.,  were 
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painted  with  the  pure  paint,  and  he  wore  a  dimly  illuminated  Indian 
face.  It  looked  grotesque  to  see  him  in  the  darkness  "doing"  a 
war-dance  for  ardent  believers,  while  in  his  deep  voice  he  chanted 
in  the  old  chief's  native  tongue.  He  was  a  splendid  actor  and  could 
modulate  his  voice  from  the  deepest  basso  to  the  fine  voice  of  the 
best  female  impersonators. 

When  he  was  materializing  as  Queen  "Oriana"  I  could  first 
notice  a  small,  vapory  light  near  the  floor,  which  gradually  grew  to 
the  size  of  a  human  form.  Then  a  few  feet  from  it  another  ap- 
peared gradually.  These  waved  about  as  vapory,  willowy  ghosts. 
They  were  the  gauze  fabric  which  he  had  gradually  uncovered  to  our 
view.  Then,  gradually,  his  form  began  appearing  between  these, 
and  near  the  floor;  and  it  grew  gradually,  to  full  size,  while  the 
crown  and  jewels  shone  with  a  weird  brilliancy  that  almost  lighted 
the  room  dimly.  The  two  gauzy  forms  now  appeared  as  the  shin- 
ing hair  of  the  queen  reaching  to  the  floor. 

When  he  impersonated  a  child  he  seemed  to  be  able  to  contract 
his  size  and  shrink  down  so  as  to  appear  as  a  little  child.  He  could 
imitate  a  child's  voice  to  perfection. 

He  recounted  many  amusing  incidents  of  his  materializations, 
when  talking  to  me,  whom  he  knew  to  be  in  the  possession  of  his 
secret.  He  said  it  was  laughable  sometimes  when  he  was  called 
upon  by  some  of  the  class  of  believers  who  have  "soul-mates,"  and 
who  desire  them  to  be  materialized. 

Doubtless  some  of  my  readers  have  heard  of  some  such  persons 
who  have  studied  "occult  science"  and  whose  "soul-mates"  reside 
on  Mars,  Jupiter,  or  some  other  planet.  I  used  to  think  that  these 
people  knew  better;  but  I  have  met  so  many  of  them,  that  I  have 
about  concluded  that  they  are  deluded  and  actually  believe  in  these 
"soul-mates."  Sometimes  these  persons  have  considerable  means, 
and  pay  the  medium  a  goodly  sum  to  materialize  a  particular  "soul- 
mate"  for  them. 

One  instance  which  he  related  to  me  was  of  a  lady  with  con- 
siderable means  whose  "soul-mate"  was  an  ancient  king.  She  gave 
this  medium  fifty  dollars  for  a  materialization  in  private.  The  me- 
dium sat  in  his  cabinet  while  his  wife  sat  with  the  believer  in  total 
darkness.  At  the  proper  time  the  ancient  king  appeared  in  the 
gorgeous  costume  of  a  barbaric  age.  The  lady  began  weeping,  and 
with  tears  in  her  voice  she  cried,  "Oh,  King!  King!  you  make  me 
so  happy!"  Tic  replied  in  the  lowest  and  most  solemn  tones  of  his 
beautiful  voice,  "Do  not  weep,  your  Majesty.  Remember  how 
happy  you  will  be  with  mo  when  you  sit  by  my  side  on  my  throne, 
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etc.,  etc."  It  was  certainly  amusing  to  hear  him  recount  this  inci- 
dent and  give  the  correct  imitation  of  the  lady's  tearful  voice,  fol- 
lowed by  his  own  deep  melodious  tones. 

He  told  me  that  it  was  in  such  cases  as  this  that  he  frequently 
made  his  "best  money."  He  was  wearing  a  beautiful  solitaire  dia- 
mond ring  on  his  little  finger.  He  asked  if  I  would  like  to  hear 
its  history.    I  said  that  I  would  and  he  gave  me  the  following  story. 

A  certain  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  an  Eastern  state,  had 
a  fiancee  who  was  killed  in  a  railroad  wreck.  This  sad  accident 
had  occurred  just  after  the  judge  had  purchased  this  ring  for  her, 
and  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  presenting  it.  This  judge 
was  nearly  distracted  over  his  loss  and  visited  various  spirit  me- 
diums. A  certain  one,  a  very  prominent  lady  minister  of  a  noted 
spiritualist  church  in  that  state,  learned  of  all  this,  but  was  unable 
to  secure  the  ring  from  the  judge. 

She  met  this  medium  and  in  his  own  language  gave  him  "the 
dope  for  this  judge."  She  told  him  the  judge  still  had  the  ring  and 
as  she  could  not  "work  him"  for  it,  she  would  turn  him  over  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  this  medium. 

When  the  judge  called  one  afternoon  for  a  reading,  this  medium 
called  from  the  "other  side"  the  judge's  sweetheart.  During  the 
conversation  the  "spirit"  deftly  brought  up  the  subject  of  this  ring; 
and  then  said  that  if  the  judge  would  return  that  evening,  she 
would  appear  to  him,  and  that  he  could  present  this  ring  to  her. 
She  said  that  she  would  dematerialize  it  and  take  its  "astral"  form 
with  her  into  the  "realms  of  spirit." 

The  medium  then  worked  very  hard  securing  proper  make-up 
material  for  the  evening.  At  the  proper  time  the  "spirit"  of  the 
lady  appeared  dressed  in  a  most  gorgeous  bridal  costume  of  the 
greatest  beauty.  Her  face  was  in  darkness  and  she  spoke  only  in 
whispers.  She  held  the  most  beautiful  lilies-of-the- valley  in  her 
hands,  and  her  costume  was  covered  with  orange  blossoms.  Some 
of  the  flowers  were  luminous.  The  sight  was  so  beautiful  that  the 
judge  was  deeply  afifected  and  shed  tears.  The  "spirit"  walked 
towards  him  and  held  out  her  little  finger,  on  which  the  judge 
slipped  the  diamond,  which  the  medium  now  wears. 

I  asked  this  medium  if  he  had  ever  seen  a  medium  who  could 
perform  any  trick  which  he  could  not  fathom.  He  said  that  he  had, 
and  related  to  me  that  a  certain  medium,  a  lady  now  in  the  West 
somewhere,  had  a  secret  for  materializations  that  was  very  fine. 
Her  husband  had  been  a  chemist ;  and  she  possessed  some  kind  of 
a  capsule  that  she  could  moisten  in  her  mouth  and  roll  towards  the 
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Spectators  in  the  darkness,  when  it  would  rise  into  a  himinous 
vapor  the  size  of  a  human  form  and  move  about.  There  was  no 
odor  and  nothing  could  be  seen  if  the  lights  were  raised ;  but  on 
turning  them  out,  it  again  appeared.  He  said  none  of  the  mediums 
could  get  the  secret  of  this  trick.  The  medium  at  one  time  ofTered 
to  sell  some  of  the  capsules  at  one  dollar  each.  One  medium  bought 
twenty-five  of  them  ;  but  when  she  tried  to  use  them  they  would 
not  work ;  and  she  almost  tore  her  hair  in  anguish  to  think  that  she, 
who  had  duped  so  many,  should  herself  be  duped. 

This  medium  showed  me.  in  his  paraphernalia,  a  half-dozen 
books  of  "dope"  which  were  for  persons  in  various  cities  he  in- 
tended visiting.  He  had  secured  the  information  which  they  con- 
tained in  various  ways,  but  most  frequently  from  other  mediums 
who  had  been  in  these  places. 

XI. 

At  one  time  an  acquaintance  told  me  of  a  wonderful  experience 
that  he  had  with  a  certain  medium.  He  had  called  at  the  hotel  where 
the  medium  w^as  stopping,  and  asked  for  a  private  reading.  The 
medium,  a  very  dignified  gentleman,  received  him,  and  proceeded 
to  give  him  a  very  interesting  verbal  reading.  He  told  my  acquaint- 
ance of  many  occurrences  in  his  past  life,  of  things  that  were  worry- 
ing him,  etc.  Finally  he  brought  out  a  number  of  slates  and  gave 
them  to  the  sitter  with  the  request  that  he  select  two  of  them  and 
lay  the  remainder  on  the  bed.  The  sitter  also  cleaned  and  thor- 
oughly examined  the  slates,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  medium 
held  them  on  his  own  head.  The  medium  merely  touched  the 
edges  of  the  frames  of  the  slates  with  the  tips  of  his  fingers,  which 
the  sitter  particularly  noticed  contained  absolutely  nothing.  In  a 
few  moments  the  sitter  took  the  slates  from  his  head,  and  separating 
them,  found  on  the  inside  of  one  a  lengthy  message  addressed  to  him 
by  name,  and  signed  by  the  name  of  his  dead  mother.  The  message 
was  devoted  to  subjects  which  were  at  that  time  afi^ecting  the 
sitter's  life,  and  which  the  medium  could  not  previously  have  known 
as  the  sitter  was  a  stranger  to  the  medium. 

This  acquaintance  of  mine  regarded  this  performance  as  entirely 
beyond  the  possibilities  of  trickery,  and  as  positive  proof  of  com- 
munion with  the  soul  of  his  departed  mother. 

There  was  another  told  me  of  this  same  medium,  and  he  stated 
to  me  that  he  had  bought  two  slates  and  took  them  with  him  to  the 
medium's  parlors.  That  these  slates  positively  never  left  his  hands, 
and  yet  he  received  a  similar  message. 

Yet  another  told  me  of  his  marvelous  experience  with  this  same 
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medium.  When  he  entered  tlie  medium's  parlor,  he  took  his  seat 
at  a  kind  of  large  table  or  desk,  and  wrote  on  a  slip  of  paper  the 
question  he  wanted  answered,  and  folded  the  same  and  placed  it 
within  his  own  pocket.  As  he  did  this  the  medium  was  engaged 
with  a  book  at  the  opposite  side  of  a  large  room.  When  he  had  fin- 
ished, the  medium  began  to  give  him  a  reading  verbally.  Finally 
he  had  the  sitter  select  two  slates  and  hold  them  on  his  own  head ; 
and  in  a  few  moments  he  received  a  message  on  the  inside  of  one 
of  the  slates  answering  the  question  he  had  written,  and  giving 
additional  information,  and  this  was  addressed  to  his  name.  This 
sitter  paid  five  dollars  for  this  reading. 

Now,  fortunately,  I  was  personally  acquainted  with  this  mar- 
velous medium  and  knew  the  exact  means  he  employed  in  these 
tricks.  The  principle  in  each  of  the  slate  tests  was  the  same.  Had 
the  spectator  been  a  close  observer  he  would  have  noticed  that  a 
large  folding  bed  stood  across  the  corner  of  the  room,  also  that 
one  side  of  the  head  of  this  bed  did  not  reach  to  the  wall  by  two  feet. 
Had  he  looked  behind  this  bed  he  would  have  seen  an  assistant 
seated  on  a  chair  in  his  stocking  feet,  with  a  table,  several  slates, 
and  some  crayon  pencils.  He  would  also  have  noticed  that  the 
room  was  heavily  carpeted. 

During  the  time  that  the  medium  was  giving  the  first  sitter 
the  verbal  reading,  the  concealed  assistant  was  writing  the  message 
on  subjects  which  the  medium  adroitly  hit  upon  in  his  conversation, 
and  which  he  cunningly  caused  the  sitter  to  admit  and  discuss  with 
him.  Naturally  the  sitter  said  many  things  which  he  forgot  imme- 
diately ;  and  the  operator  being  very  expert  in  this  mental  work, 
even  secured  his  name  in  the  conversation,  by  properly  exciting  the 
sitter  in  a  certain  description  of  an  important  event  then  in  the 
process  of  occurring  in  his  life.  Of  course  the  assistant,  hearing 
all  this  information,  was  able  to  elaborate  a  message  in  which  all 
this  information  was  used  to  very  telling  advantage. 

In  his  conversation,  the  operator,  at  the  proper  time,  spoke 
certain  words,  which  were  a  secret  cue  to  the  assistant  to  close  the 
message  and  be  ready. 

Now  when  the  sitter  selected  and  cleaned  the  two  slates  and 
placed  them  together,  the  operator  had  him  take  a  seat  in  a  large, 
strong  chair  with  the  back  towards  the  head  of  the  folding  bed. 
The  operator  now  asked  to  touch  the  slate  edges,  during  the  trial  for 
a  message,  with  the  tips  of  his  fingers.  When  he  did  so,  however, 
he  really  first  grasped  the  edges  of  the  ends  of  the  slates  holding 
them  together ;  and  he  told  the  sitter  to  let  loose  and  bring  his  palms 
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up  under,  and  beyond  these  slates,  and  to  place  his  two  palms  against 
the  surface  of  the  slate  which  was  nearest  the  medium. 

The  medium,  it  must  be  understood,  was  directly  in  front  of 
the  sitter  with  his  arms  extending-  forward  towards  the  sitter,  and 
his  fingers  grasping  the  ends  of  the  slates  by  their  frames.  The 
sitter's  arms  were  extended  towards  the  medium,  passing  under  the 
lower  edge  of  the  slates  ivhich  ivere  held  cdgezvise  in  a  vertical 
position,  and  his  palms  were  pressed  against  the  surface  of  the  slate 
next  to  the  medium.  The  sitter's  palms  thus  faced  himself,  and  the 
slates  were  held  vertically,  in  a  position  between  his  palms  and  his 
own  face.  They  were  supported  at  the  ends  by  pressure  from  the 
medium's  fingers  on  their  edges.  It  is  very  important  that  the 
reader  form  a  good  mental  picture  of  this,  if  he  desires  to  understand 
the  trick  thoroughly. 

Now  while  the  sitter  was  releasing  his  hold  on  the  slates  and 
changing  the  position  of  his  hands,  the  operator  deftly  slipped  the 
slate  that  was  next  to  the  sitter  up  about  one  half  inch  higher  than 
the  slate  which  the  sitter's  palms  touched. 

The  operator  now  held  the  slates  without  grasping  the  edges, 
by  merely  pressing  on  the  edges  with  his  fingers,  or  squeezing  his 
fingers  against  the  edges  of  the  slates.  He  now  moved  the  slates 
upwards  until  above  the  sitter's  head,  then  backwards  until  the  edge 
of  the  forward  slate  rested  on  the  sitter's  head.  The  sitter's  hands 
followed  the  slates  with  his  palms  remaining  in  contact  with 
the  front  slate.  The  sitter  naturally  supposed  that  the  slates  both 
rested  on  his  head ;  but  really  his  head,  and  his  hands  also,  only 
touched  the  forzvard  slate. 

The  medium  now  began  a  very  interesting  talk  to  the  sitter ;  and 
as  his  assistant  quietly  slipped  out  from  behind  the  bed  with  the  pre- 
pared slate,  the  medium's  conversation  became  very  animated  and 
almost  violent.  He  also  applied  most  of  the  pressure  of  his  fingers 
to  the  forward  slate ;  and  relaxing  the  pressure  on  the  upper  side 
of  the  edge  of  the  rear  slate,  he  allowed  it  to  tilt  back  an  inch  at  the 
top.  The  assistant  took  hold  of  it  from  behind  the  sitter,  lifted  it  out 
and  substituted  the  prepared  slate  in  its  place,  immediately  retiring 
behind  the  bed  with  the  discarded  slate.  The  mediimi  now  grew 
more  calm ;  and  bringing  the  slates  forward  from  the  head  of  the 
sitter  into  the  sitter's  lap,  he  placed  his  own  palms  on  them  for  a 
time  and  then  asked  the  sitter  to  examine  thcni  for  a  message.  When 
the  sitter  remarked  that  he  did  not  believe  the  writing  was  his 
mother's,  the  medium  stated  that  his  guide  did  the  writing  at  the 
dictation  of  the  sitter's  mother. 
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In  the  second  case  I  described,  wherein  the  sitter  purchased  and 
brought  his  own  slates  with  him,  the  same  tactics  were  followed 
except  that  the  assistant  could  not  prepare  the  message  in  advance 
of  the  writing  experiment.  He,  of  course,  gathered  the  information 
and  had  a  rather  short  message  mentally  prepared.  It  took  consid- 
erably more  time  to  perform  the  trick,  but  the  operator  made  it  so 
interesting  for  the  sitter  that  this  was  not  noticed.  The  assistant 
had  to  slip  out  at  the  proper  time,  take  the  rear  slate,  retire  and 
write  the  message,  bring  it  back  and  replace  it,  and  then  again 
retire. 

The  sitter  was  positive  that  his  own  slates  never  left  his  touch ; 
but  the  fact  was  that  the  rear  one  on  his  head  did,  and  he  overlooked 
the  fact  that  he  was  for  a  time  merely  touching  one  slate.  Of  course 
he  never  dreamed  of  a  third  person  in. the  room. 

In  the  last  case  I  described,  the  only  additional  thing  was  the 
means  by  which  the  assistant  secured  a  copy  of  the  question  which 
the  sitter  wrote  and  concealed.  This  large  desk  or  table  the  medium 
carried  with  him.  One  leg  was  hollow,  and  it  stood  over  a  hole  in 
the  floor.  As  the  table  "was  very  heavy,  no  one  ever  moved  it.  The 
top  was  prepared  by  first  covering  it  with  a  very  thin  piece  of  white 
silk,  placing  a  carbon  sheet  on  this ;  and  then  some  thin,  slick,  black 
cloth  was  placed  over  all  and  this  cloth  was  tacked  in  place. 

Paper  and  pencils  lay  on  the  table.  The  medium  directed  the 
sitter  to  go  to  the  table  and  write  his  question,  and  sign  his  own 
name  to  it.  As  soon  as  he  did  so,  the  medium  told  him  to  place  it  in 
his  pocket,  and  then  called  him  to  the  center  of  the  room  and  began 
the  reading.  Now  a  strong  cord  which  ran  under  the  floor  from 
the  assistant,  and  passed  up  the  hollow  leg  of  the  table,  was  securely 
attached  to  the  corner  of  the  white  silk  on  the  table  under  the 
carbon  sheet.  Of  course,  at  the  proper  time,  the  assistant  drew  in 
this  piece  of  silk  and  read  the  carbon  impression  of  the  question 
the  sitter  had  written.  In  this  trick  the  sheet  of  carbon  should  be 
slightly  larger  than  the  silk,  and  should  be  tacked  to  the  table  on  the 
side  opposite  the  hollow  leg. 

Another  medium  performed  this  slate  trick  in  a  slightly  different 
but  very  effective  manner.  He  usually  did  it  as  I  shall  now  describe, 
when  the  sitter  came  with  his  own  slates. 

He  gave  the  sitter  a  slip  of  paper  on  which  to  write  his  question, 
and  requested  him  after  writing  to  retain  it  in  his  pocket.  He  next 
gave  the  sitter  a  large  rubber  band  to  fasten  the  two  slates  together. 
When  this  was  done,  he  took  the  slates  in  the  tips  of  the  fingers 
of  his  right  hand,  and  placed  them  on  the  sitter's  left  shoulder  just 


l6o  THE  OPEN  COURT. 

back  of  his  range  of  vision ;  while  with  his  left  hand  he  grasped  the 
sitter's  two  hands  and  looked  into  his  eyes.  He  now  gave  the  sitter 
an  interesting  verbal  reading,  after  which  he  brought  the  slates 
into  view  and  gave  them  to  the  sitter  to  unfasten  and  examine. 
When  this  was  done,  the  sitter,  greatly  to  his  own  mystification, 
found  on  the  slates  a  lengthy  message  covering  the  two  sides  of 
the  slates  that  were  together,  answering  the  question,  and  signed 
by  the  spirit  to  whom  it  had  been  addressed. 

The  secret  was  very  simple.  The  slip  of  paper  which  the 
medium  handed  to  the  sitter  had  been  rubbed  over  on  both  sides 
with  white  spermaceti  wax.  This  was  done  while  the  paper  rested 
on  a  smooth  surface.  Some  pressure  was  applied,  and  the  paper 
well  rubbed,  until  it  was  coated  with  the  wax.  This  could  not  be 
detected  by  one  inexperienced.  The  medium  saw  to  it  that  the 
sitter  placed  this  slip  on  his  (the  sitter's)  own  slate  while  writing. 
This  left  the  question  transferred  to  the  slate  with  a  slight  coat  of 
wax.  This  was  hardly  noticeable.  Now  the  rubber  band  was  put 
around  the  slates,  and  the  medium  placed  them  in  the  position  de- 
scribed above.  While  he  entertained  the  sitter  properly  with  the 
verbal  reading,  his  confederate  slipped  out  and  took  the  slates, 
leaving  two  others  in  their  stead  which  the  medium  now  allowed 
to  rest  on  the  sitter's  shoulder. 

The  confederate  took  the  slates  behind  the  bed,  opened  them, 
dusted  common  talcum,  or  toilet  powder  on  the  slates,  shook  it 
around,  and  as  the  powder  adhered  to  the  wax,  he  read  the  question 
and  name.  He  now  cleaned  the  slates,  wrote  the  message  with  soft 
crayon,  closed  the  slates,  slipped  out  behind  the  sitter  and  made 
the  second  exchange. 

XII. 

I  can  not  better  bring  this  paper  to  a  close  than  by  describing 
a  very  novel  seance  which  I  attended  recently.  It  was  a  dark  seance ; 
but  the  most  unusual  part  was  that  the  work  was  really  billet  work, 
and  it  was  performed  in  the  most  complete  darkness. 

This  trick  is  but  little  known  at  present  and  the  effect  is  simply 
bevond  descrijition.  We  called  at  the  medium's  parlors,  and  were 
each  given  a  small  white  card  and  an  envelope.  Wc  were  instructed 
to  write  on  the  cards  the  questions  we  desired  answered,  to  address 
them  to  our  spirit  friends,  and  to  sign  our  own  names,  as  is  usual 
in  sucli  cases.  We  were  also  advised  to  let  no  one  know  what  we 
had  written,  and  to  seal  the  cards  in  the  envelopes.  Wax  was  fur- 
nished, so  that  those  who  desired  could  seal  their  envelopes  in  this 
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manner  as  an  extra  precaution.  A  number  of  the  guests  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  offer. 

As  soon  as  the  questions  were  sealed,  the  medium  entered  the 
room  and  the  Hghts  were  put  out.  The  most  complete  darkness 
reigned.  We  sat  around  the  room  holding  each  other's  hands,  and 
the  medium  felt  her  way  around  in  the  darkness  and  collected  our 
sealed  missives  in  her  hand. 

She  next  took  her  seat  opposite  us  in  the  room,  and  gave  each 
person  the  most  marvelous  test.  She  did  not  read  the  questions 
word  for  word,  which  would  have  detracted  from  the  effect,  but 
gave  the  tests  after  this  manner:  "I  feel  the  influence  of  cold,  chilly 
water,  and  I  hear  the  splashing  of  the  waves  of  the  sea.  I  see  a 
great  storm  raging,  and  I  get  the  influence  of  one  who  was  a 
brother.  He  speaks  the  name  of  Harry,  and  says,  'Ella,  do  not 
worry  about  me.  I  am  very  happy  now  and  know  neither  sorrow 
nor  pain.  All  is  brightness  and  joy  over  here.'  Miss  Smith,  your 
brother  is  in  the  realms  of  bliss  over  there." 

The  question  from  which  this  test  was  given  read  as  follows: 

"Brother  Harry:  Did  you  suffer  much  agony  when  you  were 
washed  overboard  and  drowned? — Ella  Smith." 

These  tests  were  all  given  in  the  most  complete  darkness ;  after 
which  the  medium  requested  that  some  committee  come  to  her  and 
receive  the  unopened  envelopes  in  the  darkness,  before  the  lights 
were  lighted.    This  was  done. 

After  this  the  room  was  lighted ;  and  each  guest  selected  his 
envelope  by  a  slight  mark  which  each  had  been  requested  to  place 
on  it,  and  received  the  same  unopened  and  unaltered  from  the 
hands  of  the  committee. 

The  effect  of  this  seance  can  well  be  imagined.  The  guests  did 
not  write  on  any  object  that  could  receive  any  impression  of  their 
writing.  The  medium  could  not  use  odorless  alcohol  in  the  dark- 
ness ;  and  in  fact  no  one  could  read  any  question,  even  were  it  not 
sealed,  in  such  darkness. 

The  secret  is  a  simple  one.  If  a  person  take  a  thin,  white  card 
and  write  on  it,  this  can  be  sealed ;  yet  the  writing  can  be  read 
easily  in  the  darkness,  if  a  small  electric  pocket  flash-light  be  held 
behind  the  envelope.  It  could  not  be  done  in  a  lighted  room,  but  in 
the  darkness  the  writing  appears  very  plain  and  legible.  The  small 
pocket-light  can  be  concealed  in  the  pocket  of  the  medium ;  and  the 
medium  also  has  a  large  hood  or  sack  made  of  rubber  cloth  or  some 
cloth  impervious  to  light,  which  is  long  enough  to  cover  the  upper 
portion  of  the  person,  including  the  head  and  hands.    This  sack  is 
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secreted  in  the  pocket  of  the  medium.  After  the  envelopes  are  col- 
lected, the  medium  takes  her  seat  near  two  confederates  who  prevent 
accidents ;  and  in  the  darkness  she  withdraws  the  sack  from  the 
pocket,  placing  it  secretly  over  the  upper  portion  of  her  person. 

She  now  takes  the  flash-light  out  of  her  pocket  and  proceeds 
under  cover  of  the  sack  to  read  the  questions  and  give  the  tests. 
The  room  being  in  total  darkness,  the  subjects  never  know  what 
the  medium  has  done  or  is  doing,  but  consider  that  she  is  in  a  par- 
tial trance. 

After  the  tests  are  given,  she  takes  off  the  sack,  replaces  it  and 
the  light  in  her  pocket,  and  calls  for  the  committee  to  receive  the 
envelopes  before  the  room  is  relighted. 

The  credit  for  the  invention  of  this  fine  trick  belongs  not  to 
a  medium,  as  might  be  supposed,  but  to  a  magician, — Mr.  Henry 
Hardin  (E.  A.  Parsons)  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  This  gentleman 
is  the  originator  of  many  subtle  tricks  used  by  both  mediums  and 
magicians.  Many  of  his  secrets  are  catalogued  and  sold  by  the 
dealers ;  and  a  number  of  the  effects  published  in  Professor  Hoff- 
man's Later  Magic  are  of  his  invention,  although  the  credit  is  given 
to  certain  dealers.  This  can  be  verified  by  referring  to  the  old  files 
of  the  magician's  journal,  Mahatma,  wdierein  he  first  gave  their 
secrets  to  the  world.  The  trick  just  explained  was  advertised  in 
Mahatma  some  years  ago  under  the  title  of  "The  Trance  Vision." 

A  medium  once  told  me  that  the  public  never  know  half  of  the 
money  that  is  gathered  by  the  mediums.  He  said  that  they  are  con- 
tinually "playing  for  big  stakes"  as  this  is  where  the  "big  money" 
is  secured. 

He  also  said  that  it  is  not  the  common  people  who  are  the  best 
patrons  of  mediums,  but  doctors,  laywers,  merchants,  teachers,  and 
the  more  intelligent  class  of  persons.  He  said  that  scientific  persons 
make  the  best  of  subjects,  because  they  are  in  earnest  and  give  the 
best  attention ;  which  fact  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the 
success  of  any  trick. 

He  said  that  really  mediums  do  not  care  for  performing  for 
spiritualists  so  much,  as  they  expect  so  much  for  their  money ;  and  if 
given  a  fine  piece  of  work,  they  accept  it  as  a  matter  of  course. 
Mystery,  he  said,  has  become  commonplace  to  such  people.  It  is 
the  more  intelligent  class,  who  call  themselves  "investigators,"  that 
are  willing  and  able  to  pay  "good  money"  for  a  medium's  services. 

He  told  me  that  he  had  known  many  other  mediums  and  that 
the  foundation  of  nearly  all  of  their  work  is  some  variation  of  the 
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principles  of  reading  a  billet  written  by  a  sitter,  or  some  form  of  a 
slate  or  paper-writing  experiment. 

He  said  that  he  had  never  met  a  medium  or  other  performer 
in  all  his  experience,  except  an  Indian  magician,  but  who  would 
talk  openly  of  his  tricks  the  moment  he  made  himself  known  and 
gave  the  performer  to  understand  that  he  was  "posted"  and  that 
he  had  no  interest  in  exposing  him. 

He  said  that  usually  mediums  can  perform  only  one  or  two 
tricks  ;  but  that  they  perform  these  so  often,  and  become  so  very 
expert,  that  their  tricks  are  almost  indetectable. 

Indian  conjurors  are,  as  a  rule,  of  this  class,  and  simply  excel 
in  just  one  or  two  tricks  which  they  know  to  perfection.  Like  the 
mediums,  they  claim  that  their  tricks  are  a  genuine  performance  ; 
and  this  lends  the  charm  of  mystery  to  their  work,  which  more  than 
doubles  its  effect. 


GOD  AND  HIS  IMMORTALS:  THEIR  COUNTER- 
PARTS/ 

BY  LAWRENCE   IIEVWORTH    MILLS. 

BUT  the  Opposer  intervenes ; — for^  as  against  the  supreme  Life- 
Spirit-Lord,  with  His  six  characteristics,  and  in  the  pervading 
antithesis  of  the  system  the  great  Antagonistic  Being,  Angra 
Mainyu,-  the  Evil  Spirit,  appears,  and  stands  in  great  prominence 
as  perhaps  the  most  defined  concept  of  the  kind  ever  advanced  in 
all  well-known  theology.  He  is  the  Creator  of  all  that  is  averse  to 
the  Good. 

His  attributes  are  not  as  yet  at  all  so  closely  summarized  in  the 
Gathas  as  those  of  Ahura  are,  nor  are  they  indeed  formally  collected 
even  in  the  later  but  still  genuine  Avesta.  They  are  however  yet 
both  implicitly  and  explicitly  present  in  the  Gatha  as  in  the  later 
Avesta,  and  with  incisive  force  throughout. 

Asha,  the  holy  rhythm  of  fidelity  in  God  and  nature,  first''  of  the 
sacred  and  august  six  Attributes  just  above  discussed.*  is  met  at 
every  turn  by  its  contradictory  opposite,  manifested,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, in  the  sinister  shifts  of  subterfuge. 

Jealousy,  that  first  recognized  of  all  the  loathsome  instincts  in 
Bible,  Veda,  Iliad,  and  our  Avesta,  sheds  its  green  gleam  over  the 
form  of  truthful  innocence  with  the  natural  results  at  once  apparent, 
the  young,  like  Abel,  in  their  first  truthfulness  are  everywhere  be- 
trayed. 

'Tliis  is  a  coiUimiation  of  Professor  Mills's  article  "God  and  His  Immor- 
tals," which  appeared  in  the  January  Number  of  'I'lic  Open  Court. 

*  Literally  the  "Tortiirinp  Spirit"  from  the  idea  of  "tortion,"  but  the  literal 
ideas  of  etymology  are  seldom  to  be  followed  closely  in  defining  the  particular 
meanings  of  a  word.     Simply  "evil"  is  the  sense. 

*  So  in  the  original  documents, — the  Gathas ;  Asha  leads  us  to  its  interior 
force  and  meaning.  Not  so  later;  Vohu  Manah  gained  the  prior  place,  doubt- 
less, from  its  pleasing  significance. 

*  See  the  January  number. 
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Suspicion,  alas  too  often  justified,  is  sown  throughout.  Treach- 
ery, as  we  even  see  it  now,  more  and  more  pervaded  intercourse, 
till  Ferocity  abode  its  time. 

Murder  was  the  mere  outspoken  expression  of  it  all,  led  off, 
as  might  be  expected,  by  the  offspring  of  the  first  human  pair  (see 
Genesis)  ;  or  later  on  in  a  finer  garb  as  wreathed  in  the  glare  of  a 
madman's  joy  it  appeared  in  the  hour  of  long  planned  infamy,  the 
assassin  gloating  over  his  victim.  Every  uncanny  desire  was  more 
than  satisfied.  Surely  this  is  a  very  sinister  side  of  existence — of  the 
privilege  of  consciousness  itself,  and  the  first  thought  which  brought 
on  these  delineations  is  the  Lie  of  the  sneaking  sycophant,  the  Druj, 
She-Devil,  first  daughter  of  the  king  Dushahu. 

Then  comes,  less  sickening,  but  still  revolting,  the  Akem  Manah. 
It,  or  "he,"  stands  out  as  against  \'ohrmanah ;  as  the  Druj  stands 
out  against  Asha ;  and  we  may  well  term  it  Hate,  the  concentration 
of  woe's  passions,  as  the  Druj  was  their  inception — the  continued 
forth-action  of  the  doomed  nature.  As  the  mother  in  the  love  of 
\^ohu  Manah  yearns  after  her  little  second  self,  her  transmitted 
soul,  so  the  Akem  Manah,  blind  Fury  of  Aeshma,  stands  ready  to 
destroy  it.  Fair  youths,  each  moved  with  noblest  instincts,  still  meet 
in  murderous  conflict,  and  fathers  moi.rn  their  life's  lost  hoT)es  ; — 
for  what?  Wars  hated  by  mothers  still  wrap  whole  continents  in 
flames,  as  blight  wipes  away  wide  provinces  of  ripening  food. 
Famine  falls  upon  the  world's  most  simple  living  inhabitants. 

Pestilence  strikes  terror  where  it  does  not  more  mercifully, 
swiftly  kill — while  frightful  nightmares  of  futurity  cloud  the  early 
days  of  the  thoughtful  child,  diverting  at  times  even  the  strong 
man's  life  to  worthless  channels  later  cn^  and  the  dying  sometimes 
await  with  benumbed  conviction  the  frights  of  certain  Hell,  merciful 
Nature  deadening  the  otherwise  tortured  faculties.  It  is  the  Akem 
Manah,  "the  Evil  plan"  as  we  might  almost  term  it,  preferring  also 
perhaps  the  other  form  of  the  adjective,  the  superlative  achishtcin ; 
— not  the  "evil"  only  but  the  "Worst"  Mind  ; — and  this,  always 
according  to  the  analogies  worked  out  through  implication,  is  what 
murderously  conflicted  with  our  Vohu  Manah  everywhere — poison- 
ing the  thoughts  of  that  blessed  instinct  of  "Good-Will."  And  as 
against  God's  Authority  Khshathra.  benignant  and  merciful,  re- 
straining only  to  compact,  ameliorate  and  save,  we  have  the  over- 
whelming despots  of  Dush  Khshathra.  Government,  meant  to  be 
the  arm  of  truth  and  God's  right  hand,  and  raised  aloft  for  good 
to  repress  the  outbursting  impulses  of  the  young,  to  protect  the 
wronged, — and  punish  the  agents  of  the  Akem  Manah,  is  met  by 
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the  Evil  Power.  At  times,  even  affected  with  uncontrolled  cerebral 
mania, — the  half  mad  imbeciles  of  despotism,  that  is  of  "inverted 
power,"  wreak  vengeance  on  the  innocent  for  their  existence  and 
their  excellence,  taking-  from  their  children's  lips  the  bread  of  sus- 
tenance. Those  who  save  their  country  by  great  deeds  must  be  pre- 
pared for  simple  murder.  Hard  earned  results  stored  carefully  for 
an  evil  day  are  snatched  off  in  a  moment ; — slaves  must  see  their 
labor's  wage  paid  to  their  masters,  with  gross  indulgence  for  their 
recompense.  Justice  must  be  laughed  at  and  the  silliest  of  untruths 
laboriously  propagated. 

Or,  again,  wild  chaos  must  sweep  everything  in  the  poor  hope- 
less efforts  at  reform, — too  much  force  being  less  fatal  than  too 
little.  Tyranny  in  the  form  of  Anarchy  leaves  misery  redoubled. 
The  helpless  blinded  lead  on  the  poorer  blind.  Indiscipline,  false 
liberty,  leaves  all  things  lost. — Such  was  the  Dush-Khshathra,  es- 
sence of  the  impulses  which  lived  in  the  tyrants  of  the  Yasna. 

And  then  for  Aramaiti,  God's  self-moved  inspiration  in  the 
good,  there  was  Taramaiti, — the  Insolence  Irrepressible,  bold  genius 
of  effrontery.  It  was  by  implication  and  from  the  analogies  active 
like  the  Aramaiti,  and  it  gloried  in  its  shame.  It  was  what  makes 
a  mock  of  piety  shouting  its  wild  chorus  in  ribald  chants  to  infamy  ; 
it  was  the  wantonness  of  the  Lie.  the  Hate,  the  Tyranny,  while 
blatant. 

We  know  such  things  too  plainly — they  arc  the  shrieks  from  our 
madhouse  windows,  the  travestied  hymns  of  midnight  streets,  the 
crime  of  those  who  "draw  iniquity  with  a  cord  of  vanity,  and  sin 
as  it  were  with  a  cart  rope."  And  there  is  then  its  fell  result — the 
very  Completeness,  Haurvatat,  of  the  Holy  God  has,  on  this  doctrine, 
its  awful  negative.  The  Srprcnic  (  ?)  Deity  faces  a  territory  which 
He  Himself  has  never  trod,  while  His  adversary  has  his  emissaries 
everywhere  within  His  own  dominions — with  the  result  that  all  is 
approximately  marred.  Disease,  to  state  the  first  cursed  evil  now 
suggested  here,  stands  ready  in  a  thousand  forms  to  terrify  as  well 
as  ruin.  That  one  firm  work  of  (iod,  the  blest  balance  of  the  bodily 
and  mental  powers  which  we  call  Health,  sole  condition  of  effective 
n<>rmal  action,  is  jeoparded. 

Demoniac  laughter  greets  foul  evils  worse  than  leprosy;  poisons 
which  revolt  the  touch  and  nostril  are  lightly  passed  along;  the 
dying  agonies  of  helpless  hearts  are  made  the  call  for  roars  of  ap- 
probation, while  to  the  good,  a  sorrow  well-nigh  intensified  to  mania 
at  times  settles  over  everything ;  the  wine  cup  with  its  lighter  ruin 
has  given  place  to  the  scorching  flame  of  the  spirit  poison  put  to  the 
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lips  of  the  helpless  poor,  while  the  cyclone  of  financial  panic  sweeps 
over  the  face  of  populations  white  with  terror,  like  the  face  of  Ocean 
swept  white  with  hurricanes,  wrecking  homes  forever ; — the  treason 
of  some  thieving"  fiend  fills  up  the  cup,  turning  the  household  to  the 
streets,  capped  by  the  remorse  of  the  silly  victim,  trusting  the  man 
hyena  with  his  all. 

Haurvatat,  the  blessed  Real  of  the  Ideal,  is  indeed  met  by  an 
Incompleteness  which  has  made  us  almost  doubt  whether  the  Evil 
One  of  the  Two  Colossi  has  not  indeed  sometimes  had  the  upper 
hand  ;  and  whether  life  itself  be  not  the  curse  of  all  of  us. 

And  as  against  the  Immortal  Being  of  our  God  the  Life  Spirit 
Lord,  and  that  of  His  saints  in  Earth  and  Heaven  there  was,  and 
is,  the  ever  dread  alternative ; — as  seen  above. '^ 

Even  where  we  are  awake  to  see  in  Her,  nature's  soft  second 
nurse,  the  sweet  ending  of  a  life  well  spent,  a  fight  well  fought, — 
yet,  how  we  recoil — poor  self-blinded  human  nature  that  we  are — 
aye,  how  we  recoil  even  from  that  calm  non-entity  from  which  we 
came.  Then  what  Death  is  not  to  the  dying,  it  is  alas  that  redoubled 
to  the  bereaved :  to  miss  the  beloved  form  ;  to  see  the  dear  face  fade 
away — here  agonies  are  real  indeed ;  and  the  end  though  it  be  not 
indeed  the  King  of  terrors,  yet  it  is  verily  the  Queen  of  sorrows, — 
indomitceqiie  iiiorti! 

Such  are  the  Six  Attributes  of  the  Antagonistic  Being — ex- 
tracted by  ourselves  from  the  course  of  Gathic  thought. — The  deeper 
Searcher,  let  me  say  it  here  in  passing  — who  is  more  anxiously 
scrutinizing  the  interior  psychic  forces  here  present,  will  be  gratified 
to  see  our  one  main  point  here  strengthened.  These  Attributes — let 
rs  note  it  well  in  passing — are  still  only  one  of  them  at  all  with 
certainty  personified ;  and,  as  said  above,  they  are  nowhere  gathered 
like  the  Holy  Seven ;  and  this  points  that  most  incisive  of  phe- 
nomena, the  strange  deep  abstract  nature  of  the  Six,  for  if  five  of 
the  six  corresponding  qualities  of  Angra  Mainyu  gathered  by  our- 
selves from  the  antitheses  of  the  Gatha  are  thus  so  obviously  ab- 
stract, this  strong  fact  goes  to  make  out  the  abstractness  of  our 
collected  six  beatifications  all  the  more  distinctly ;  and  it  is  on  this 
that  momentous  issues  of  the  past  once  hung.  Yet  the  two  chief 
on:s  of  each  of  the  Seven,  I  mean  Ahura  and  Angra  Mainyu — are 
here  personified  beyond  all  manner  of  a  doubt,  God  as  Ahura  Mazda, 
with  His  fell  opponent.  It  might  be  considered  strange  indeed  that 
I  should  for  one  moment  mention  such  a  thing  so  obvious ;  but  here 
I  must  be  thorough  and  exhaustive  in  a  certain  light  of  it.     Some 

'  See  the  January  number. 
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of  my  readers  will  doubtless  understand  why  I  dwell  on  such  an 
apparently  all-obvious  item.  They  are  indeed  great  conscious  beings 
personified,  and  beyond  all  doubt  of  it  the  first  ever  so  presented  in 
all  history ;  and  we  should  pause  here  to  recall  and  gather  up  all  that 
this  great  fact  has  in  it. 


RECENT  PHOTOGRAPHS  OE  SIMIANS. 

HE  Edwards  Brothers,  owners  of  the  Edwards  Zoological  Ex- 
hibition,  have  a   special  knack   of  photographing  their  simian 
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JUE    THE   URANG-UTAN    AT   DINNER. 

pets  in  interesting  attitudes,  and  the  posing  animals  seem  to  say, 
"How  human  we  are !" 
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JOE   THE   ORANG-UTAN    WRITING. 


RECENT  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  SIMIANS. 
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With  the  permission  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Edwards,  we  pubhsh  a  few 
of  their  photographs  which  for  one  reason  or  another  seem  espe- 
cially remarkable.     These  orang-utans  and  chimpanzees  appeal  to 


ORANG-UTAN  DISTINGUISHED  FOR  HIS  ERECT  WALK. 

US  in  their  almost  pathetic  ambition  to  reach  the  human  and  to  act 
as  if  they  were  men. 
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Our  first  picture,  Mr.  J.  S.  Edwards  writes,  is  that  of  a  male 
orang-utan,  called  Joe.  He  is  six  years  old.  and  we  see  him  here 
taking  his  daily  meal.    Joe  is  distinguished  by  his  docility,  simulating 


joi-:  rill-;  c  ii  1  m  rAxzi'.i:. 

his  betters  even  where  he  can  imt   il<>  like  iheiii.     We  know  he  can 
not  write,  but  there  he  sits  pcneil  in  haml  ])releii(ling  to  write. 


RECENT  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  SIMIANS. 
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The  picture  of  the  orang-utan  that  is  not  dressed  up  is  interest- 
ing on  account  of  his  exceptionally  erect  walk.  He  is  about  four 
years  old  and  very  intelligent,  far  above  the  average  ape.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  he  was  caught  when  very  young,  and  Mr.  Edwards 


JOE  RECEIVES  BAD   NEWS  FROM   HOME. 


believes  that  he  must  have  been  a  household  pet  in  a  native  family 
in  the  Malay  Archipelago,  where  he  was  a  playmate  of  the  children 
from  whom  at  a  tender  age  he  acquired  some  human  habits,  espe- 
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cially  his  erect  posture  which  is  unusually  straight  and  which  he  can 
keep  up  longer  than  any  other  simian. 


JOE  AND  SALLIE  AT   HOME. 


The  subject  of  our  fourth  picture,  also  called  Joe,  but  a  chim- 
panzee, is  distinguished  in  several  respects  as  being  possessed  of 
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more  human  qualities  than  other  apes.  He  is  about  six  years  old, 
and  Mr.  Edwards  says  is  the  most  intelligent  animal  he  has  ever 
owned.  He  always  wears  a  sweater,  and  when  enjoying  himself  in 
play  his  laugh  sounds  more  human  than  that  of  any  other  ape. 

A  very  comical  sight  is  our  fifth  picture  which  is  this  same 
Chimpanzee  Joe  with  a  paper  in  his  hand.  His  sad  eye  seems  to 
express  his  sorrow  at  the  bad  tidings  he  has  received. 

We  conclude  our  series  by  the  idyllic  sight  of  Joe  with  his 
spouse  Sallie  in  a  cordial  domestic  entente. 

We  have  not  seen  the  animals,  but  the  photographs  are  inter- 
esting in  themselves,  and  suggest  that  the  study  of  these  simians 
will  be  of  great  psychological  interest  and  afford  us  an  insight  into 
both  the  possibilities  and  the  limitations  of  the  higher  apes. 


IN  THE  MAZES  OF  MATHEMATICS. 
A  SERIES  OF  PERPLEXING  QUESTIONS. 

BV    W.M.    F.    WHITE,    PII.    D. 

I.  AXIOMS   IN   ELEMENTARY  ALGEBRA. 

MANY  text-books  on  the  subject  introduce  equations  with  a  Hst 
of  axioms  such  as  the  following: 

1.  Things  equal  to  the  same  thing  or  equal  things  are  equal  to 
each  other. 

2.  If  equals  be  added  to  equals,  the  sums  are  equal. 

3.  If  equals  be  subtracted  from  equals,  the  remainders  are  equal. 

4.  If  equals  be  multiplied  by  equals,  the  products  are  equal. 

5.  If  equals  be  divided  by  equals,  the  quotients  are  equal. 

6.  The  whole  is  greater  than  any  of  its  parts. 

The  fifth,  or  "division  axiom,"  should  receive  the  important 
qualification  given  it  by  the  best  of  the  books,  "divided  by  equals. 
except  aero."  Without  such  limitation  the  statement  is  far  from 
axiomatic. 

A  writer  of  the  sixth  "axiom"  may  also  have  on  +7 
another  page  something  like  this:  "+3  is  the  whole,  — 5 
or  sum."  Seeing  that  one  of  its  parts  is  -\-y,  one  won-  -(-2 
ders  how  the  author,  in  a  text-book  on  algebra,  could  — i 
ever  have  written  the  "axiom,"  "The  whole  is  greater  +3 
than  any  of  its  parts." 

When  we  use  the  word  "equal"  in  the  a.xioms,  do  we  mean 
anything  else  than  "same" — If  two  numbers  are  the  same  as  a  third 
number,  they  are  the  same  as  each  other,  etc.? 

II.   DO  THE  AXIOMS   APPLY  TO   EQUATIONS? 

Most  text-books  in  elementary  algebra  use  them  as  if  they 
applied.  Most  of  the  algebras  have,  somewhere  in  the  first  fifty  or 
sixty  pages,  something  like  this : 
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3^+4=19 

Subtracting  4  from  each  member, 

3-1'=  1 5  Ax.  3 

Dividing  by  3, 

x=s  Ax.  5 

This  shows  how  common  some  very  loose  thinking  on  this  sub- 
ject is.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  axioms  do  not  apply  directly  to 
equations:  for  (A)  one  can  follow  the  axioms,  make  no  other  mis- 
take, and  arrive  at  a  result  which  is  incorrect;  (B)  he  can  violate 
the  axioms  and  come  out  right;  (C)  the  axioms,  from  their  very 
nature,  can  not  apply  directly  to  equations. 

(A)  To  foUozv  axioms  and  come  out  wrong: 

X — 1=2  (i) 

Multiplying  each  member  by  x — 5, 

X- — 6x-\-^^2x — 10  Ax.  4 

Subtracting  x — 7  from  each  member, 

.r-— 7A'-f  i2=A-— 3  Ax.  3 

Dividing  each  member  by  x — 3, 

X — 4=1  Ax.  5 

Adding  4  to  each  member, 

.i-=5  Ax.  2 

But  .r=5  does  not  satisfy  (i).  The  only  value  of  x  that  satisfies 
(0  is  3. 

(B)  To  violate  the  axioms  and  come  out  right: 

In  order  to  avoid  the  objection  that  the  errors  made  by  violating 
two  axioms  may  just  balance  each  other,  only  one  axiom  will  be 
violated. 

X — 1^2  ( I ) 

Add  10  to  one  member  and  not  to  the  other.  This  will  doubtless 
be  deemed  a  sufficiently  flagrant  transgression  of  the  "addition 
axiom" : 

'^'+9=2  (2) 

Multiplying  each  member  by  x — 3, 

x--^6x — 27^2A- — 6       (3)  Ax.  4 

Subtracting  2x- — 6  from  each  member, 

x--\-4x — 21=0  (4)  Ax.  3 

Dividing  each  member  by  yi-{-7, 

x—s=o  (s)  Ax.  5 

Adding  3  to  each  member, 

x^T,  Ax.  2 

Inasmuch  as  3  is  the  correct  root  of  equation  (i),  the  error  in  the 
first  step  must  have  been  balanced  by  another  or  several.     It  was 
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done  in  obtaining  (3)  and  (5),  though  at  both  steps  the  axioms 
were  applied. 

(C)  The  axioms,  from  their  i-ery  nature,  can  not  have  any  direct 
application  to  equations. 

The  axioms  say  that — if  equals  be  added  to  equals  etc. — the 
result?  are  equal.  But  the  question  in  solving  equations  is.  For 
what  value  of  .r  are  they  equal?  Of  course  they  are  equal  for  some 
value  of  .r.  So  when  something  was  added  to  one  member  and 
not  to  the  other,  the  results  were  equal  for  some  value  of  x.  Arith- 
metic, dealing  with  numbers,  needs  to  know  that  certain  resulting 
numbers  are  equal  to  certain  others ;  but  algebra,  dealing  with  the 
equation,  the  conditional  equality  of  expressions,  needs  to  know  on 
ivhat  condition  the  expressions  represent  the  same  number — in  other 
words,  for  what  values  of  the  unknown  the  equation  is  true.  In 
TB)  above,  the  objection  to  equation  (2)  is  not  that  its  two  members 
are  not  equal  (they  are  "equal"  as  much  as  are  the  two  members 
of  the  first  equation)  but  that  they  are  not  equal  for  the  same  value 
of  X  as  in  the  first  equation  :  that  is  (2)  is  not  equivalent  to  (i). 

The  principles  of  equivalency  of  equations  as  given  in  a  few  of 
the  best  of  the  texts  are  not  too  difficult  for  the  beginner.  The 
proof  of  them  may  well  be  deferred  till  later.  Even  if  never  proved, 
thev  would  be,  for  the  present  purpose,  vastly  superior  to  axioms 
that  do  not  apply.  To  give  no  reasons  would  be  preferable  to  the 
practice  of  quoting  axioms  that  do  not  apply. 

The  axioms  have  their  place  in  connection  with  equations ; 
namelv,  in  the  proof  of  the  principles  of  equivalency.  To  apply  the 
axioms  directly  in  the  solution  of  equations  is  an  error. 

Pupils  can  hardly  be  expected  to  think  clearly  about  the  nature 
of  the  equation  when  they  are  so  misled.  How  the  authors  of  the 
great  majoritv  of  the  elementary  texts  can  have  made  so  palpable  a 
mistake  in  so  elementary  a  matter,  is  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of 
algebra. 
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COMMENTS  ON  REV.   A.   KAMPMEIER'S   ARTICLE. 

A  PROTEST. 

BY  C.  B.   WILMER. 

IN  the  January  number  of  your  magazine  I  read  the  following 
sentences  in  Mr.  Kampmeier's  article  on  "Pious  Fraud":  'Tt  is 
well  known  that  the  New  Testament  writings  are  filled  to  the  brim 
with  the  most  unhistorical  and  unnatural  twistings  of  passages  of 
the  Old  Testament  to  suit  any  idea  that  is  to  be  expressed.  This 
rabbinical  art,  which  is  to  us  nothing  but  pure  sophistry,  was  not 
even  disdained  by  Jesus.  The  saying  of  God  to  Moses,  T  am  the 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,'  is  cited  by  him  as  a  proof  for 
personal  immortality,  although  any  one  knows  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  is  implied  in  that  passage." 

It  is  a  little  difficult  to  know  how  to  answer  a  man  who  has  told 
you  in  advance  that  if  you  differ  with  him  you  are  either  a  fool  or 
a  rascal,  and  an  ignoramus  to  boot,  but  may  I  venture  to  protest 
against  the  dogmatism  of  this  way  of  dismissing  the  whole  subject 
of  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  as  treated  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
this  cool  assumption  that  there  is  no  possible  way  of  explaining  the 
words  of  Christ  about  the  incident  of  Moses  at  the  Burning  Bush, 
except  by  casting  a  slur  upon  either  the  intelligence  or  the  moral 
character  of  One  who  has  for  two  thousand  years  been  steadily 
growing  in  the  opinion  of  mankind,  and  has  been  by  many  of  earth's 
greatest  men,  all  theories  of  divinity  aside,  regarded  as  the  very 
flower  of  humanity.  Shall  Jesus  be  excepted  from  the  common  law  of 
fairness  that  before  we  condemn  an  utterance  of  one  otherwise  re- 
garded as  sane  and  honest,  we  ought  to  see  if  some  other  explana- 
tion be  not  possible  than  the  one  which  reduces  the  whole  to  insanity 
or  fraud? 
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So  far  as  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy  is  concerned  I  desire  to 
say  just  a  word.  There  is  a  way  of  regarding  this  subject  which 
may  or  may  not  be  the  true  one,  but  which  at  least  ought  not  to  be 
left  out  of  consideration  entirely.  As  I  read  the  New  Testament, 
the  idea  of  fulfilment  may  be  illustrated  by  the  bud's  becoming  the 
full  blown  rose.  Certain  ideas  and  principles  are  imbedded  in  the 
religion  and  history  of  Israel  as  the  bud  is  enclosed  in  the  green 
leaves  of  the  calyx.  These  principles,  expanded  and  given  their 
fullest,  deepest  spiritual  application,  make  the  Kingdom  of  God  par 
excellence,  otherwise  known  as  Christianity.  Take  the  one  idea  of 
redemption.  As  deliverance  from  trouble,  it  manifestly  admits  of 
degrees  of  meaning,  according  to  the  trouble  from  which  there  is 
deliverance.  It  means  one  thing  when  the  children  of  Israel  are 
brought  out  of  Egypt ;  it  means  a  wider  and  greater  thing  when  they 
are  brought  back  from  exile ;  it  means  still  another  when  Jesus  Him- 
self is  delivered  from  sin  and  death,  and  when  mankind,  through 
Him,  are  set  free  to  live  the  sinless  and  eternal  life.  Starting  with 
the  idea  that  God  can  and  will  deliver  from  trouble  those  who  trust 
in  Him,  the  fulfilment  of  that  idea  comes  when  the  trouble  is  greatest. 
This  is  not  twisting  and  turning  words  out  of  their  natural  signifi- 
cance to  suit  any  idea,  at  the  arbitrary  good  pleasure  of  the  writer. 
I  repeat,  that  this  explanation  may  conceivably  not  be  true,  and  I 
suppose  it  does  not  commend  itself  to  Mr.  Kampmeier,  but  I  submit 
that  it  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  and  writers  of  the  Xew 
Testament  given  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  before  they  are  condemned 
as  frauds.  If  interpretation  of  a  great  picture  or  a  great  literature 
is  a  matter  of  insight,  is  it  not  just  possible  that  the  New  Testament 
writers  saw  more  deeply  into  the  meaning  of  the  New  Testament 
than  some  of  their  modern  critics? 

Above  all  is  this  possible  with  regard  to  Jesus,  the  world's  ac- 
knowledged finest  spiritual  genius.  It  is  true.  I  believe,  that  to  use 
the  testimony  of  Jesus  as  to  such  questions  as  the  Mosaic  authorship 
of  the  Pentateuch,  is  inadmissible.  Literary  (|uestions,  as  such,  did 
not  come  within  the  lines  of  work  He  laid  down  for  Himself;  but 
the  matter  is  quite  otherwise  with  regard  to  the  spiritual  contents  of 
a  pas.sage  of  the  Old  Testament.  It  seems  clear  that  Jesus  thought 
that  there  was  more  truth  in  tlu-  Old  Testament  than  appeared  on 
the  sm-face,  a  view  which  is  unt  inherently  absurd  or  dishonest,  and 
which  .some  of  tju'  (  )1(1  Testament  writers  themselves  seem  to  have 
held.  The  author  of  the  i  i^lh  l\salm  wrote.  "Oiien  thou  mine  eyes 
that  I  may  behoUl  wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law,"  and  we  read  in 
the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  that  after  Jesus  had  shown  the  two  dis- 


IN   EXTENUATION   OF   PIOUS   FRAUD.  l8l 

ciples  going  to  Emmaus  how  the  Prophets'  teaching  necessitated  His 
own  triumph  over  death,  they  said  one  to  another,  "Did  not  our 
heart  burn  within  us.  . .  .while  he  opened  unto  us  the  scriptures?" 

And  so  far  as  the  passage  is  concerned  which  is  the  object  of 
Mr.  Kampmeier's  special  attack,  "I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  of 
Isaac  and  of  Jacob,"  even  if  I  had  not  an  opinion  of  my  own  upon 
it,  I  confess  that  I  would  be  willing  to  trust  Jesus  as  the  interpreter 
of  the  hidden  depths  of  those  words  more  than  I  would  any  human 
being  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  in  either  ancient  or  modern  times. 
And  I  am  willing  to  go  even  further  and  say  that  there  is  contained 
in  those  words  a  profounder  view  of  immortality  than  is  anywhere 
else  to  be  found. 

A  charge  which  Jesus  brings  against  his  critics  on  this  occa- 
sion is  that  they  erred  in  not  knowing  the  Scriptures.  It  is  plain 
that  Jesus  did  not  mean  they  erred  in  not  knowing  those  words 
were  in  the  Bible,  but  that  they  erred  in  not  understanding  them. 
May  I  venture  on  an  interpretation  of  Jesus's  meaning?  It  will  be 
noticed  that  Jesus  did  not  rely  entirely  upon  what  the  words  say, 
but  He  added  a  statement  of  His  own,  viz.,  that  "God  is  not  the 
God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."  At  the  risk  of  being  reduced 
to  the  unenviable  state  of  a  pious  fraud  myself,  I  beg  to  hazard 
the  opinion  that  the  thought  in  Jesus's  mind  is,  that  the  true  foun- 
dation of  immortality  is  the  capacity  of  man  to  be  in  fellowship 
with  the  eternal  God.  God  being  the  God  of  Abraham,  or  the  God 
of  anybody  else,  implies,  without  any  suspicion  of  a  pious  fraud, 
the  capacity  of  fellowship.  On  that  fellowship  as  an  actual  fact  in 
this  present  life,  the  religion  of  Moses  was  founded ;  and  the  sub- 
sequent experience  of  Israel,  continuing  to  live  in  fellowship  with 
God,  was  but  the  development  into  explicit  consciousness  of  what 
was  implicit  in  such  fellowship  from  the  beginning,  although  not 
perceived,  viz.,  eternal  life.  What  was  developed  in  Greece  as  a 
.speculative  belief,  was  developed  in  Israel  as  an  experience,  flower- 
ing in  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus  and  the  eternal  life  of  others. 

I  might  expand  this  thought  ad  libitum,  showing  how  it  is  the 
only  view  of  the  future  life  that  is  at  all  in  harmony  with  the  evo- 
lutionary philosophy,  and  showing  its  value  as  putting  us  on  the 
right  track  when  we  wish  to  get  at  the  relation  of  belief  in  eternal 
life  to  the  life  that  now  is,  but  I  forbear.  I  merely  wished  to  chal- 
lenge the  summary  method  employed  by  Mr.  Kampmeier  to  dispose, 
off-hand,  of  a  great  question,  and  to  enter  my  protest  against  what 
I  must  regard  as  a  perfectly  gratuitous  reflection  upon  the  character 
or  else  upon  the  intelligence  of  Christ. 
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THE  USE   OF   PSEUDONYMS   IN   THE   BIBLE. 
BY  JOSEPH  C.   ALLEN. 

The  article  in  the  January  number  on  "Pious  Fraud"  interested 
me  very  much.  But  while  agreeing^  to  some  extent  with  my  brother 
Kampmeier,  nevertheless  I  feel  that  he  has  overstated  the  case. 

The  practice  of  one  man's  writing  a  book  in  another's  name  was 
quite  common  in  Israel,  and  probably  rose  in  part  from  the  fact  that 
authorship  was  not  so  distinct  and  definable  usually  as  it  generally 
is  with  us.  A  writer  would  borrow  very  freely  and  extensively  from 
previous  writers,  without  giving  them  credit,  or  making  any  distinc- 
tion between  their  words  and  his  own.  Sometimes  he  would  add 
something  of  his  own  to  what  some  one  else  had  written  previously, 
and  incorporate  this  new  portion  in  his  own  copy  of  the  work.  The 
followers  of  a  sage  or  prophet  would  write  down  his  words — some- 
times after  his  death,  and  put  forth  the  book  in  the  name  of  him 
whose  sayings  it  records.  Sometimes  such  a  work  would  contain 
some  passages  that  were  really  original  with  the  man  that  wrote 
the  book,  but  which  he  deemed  true  to  the  thought  of  the  sage  or 
prophet  with  whose  sayings  they  were  incorporated. 

It  was  in  these  circumstances  natural  that  men  should  be 
careless  in  the  matter  of  ascribing  a  book  to  an  author.  And  as  a 
disciple  often  incorporated  his  own  words  with  those  of  his  teacher, 
so  he  might  at  times  write  in  the  name  of  his  teacher,  without  in- 
tending to  deceive.  This  was  no  more  dishonest,  than  it  is  for  a 
factory  to  run  on  and  turn  out  goods  in  its  founder's  name  after  he 
has  passed  away. 

But  while  the  practice  itself  was  not  dishonest,  it  tended  to  dull 
the  conscience  in  regard  to  literary  ethics.  A  writer,  from  endeav- 
r)ring  to  expound  the  thought  and  also  imitate  the  style  of  his  master, 
might  sometimes  resort  to  little  tricks  that  would  make  what  he 
wrote  seem  to  be  his  master's  own  words.  This  was  not  strictly 
honest,  but  the  writer  in  such  cases  probably  did  n(H  as  a  rule  realize 
the  dishonesty  of  his  course.  Here  we  have  exactly  the  case  of  the 
Second  Epistle  of  IVter.  The  writer  felt  that  he  was  writing  Peter's 
thoughts,  and  repeating  Peter's  testimony  ;  and  so  he  believed  he 
had  a  right  to  use  Peter's  name.  And  to  make  the  book  seem  more 
like  Simon  Peter's,  he  refers  in  the  first  per.son  to  an  experience  that 
the  apostle  was  at  least  believed  to  have  undergone.  The  writer 
then  hardly  thought  of  doing  anything  dishonest.  Had  he  invented 
some  fictitious  incident  of  Peter,  that  wmild  have  been  worse.     Had 
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he  taught,  in  Peter's  name,  doctrines  that  he  knew  were  not  believed 
by  Peter,  that  would  have  been  worse  still.  Or  if  he  had  put  into 
Peter's  mouth  predictions  of  things  that  happened  after  the  apostle's 
death,  that  might  properly  be  called  a  pious  fraud. 

Here  we  may  fitly  speak  of  the  Book  of  Daniel.  The  writer  of 
this  book  does  put  into  the  mouth  of  Daniel  predictions  of  things  that 
came  to  pass  since  the  death  of  that  hero.  This  is  dishonest.  But 
the  aim  of  the  book  is  not  to  advance  the  interests  of  any  sect  or 
party,  or  support  one  side  of  a  controversy,  or  establish  any  system 
of  doginas.  It  seeks  to  comfort  the  faithful  Israelites  in  the  time 
of  the  infamous  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  present  to  them  the 
writer's  faith  that  the  day  of  their  deliverance  and  of  the  blessed 
Messianic  age  was  at  hand.  The  author  of  the  book  is  evidently 
convinced  that  this  salvation  is  soon  to  come.  The  times  are  so  bad, 
he  thinks,  that  the  God  of  Israel  must  intervene.  The  tyrants  that 
oppress  Israel  are  destroying  one  another,  and  this  is  a  sign  that 
tyranny  must  soon  cease.  This  is  the  main  argument  of  the  book, 
and  if  Daniel  were  left  out  of  it,  the  reasoning  would  be  cogent  to 
the  contemporaries  of  its  writer.  But  the  putting  of  this  argument 
into  the  mouth  of  Daniel  lent  the  fictitious  weight  to  it  of  fulfilled 
prophecy.  So  then,  while  the  book  is  in  the  main  a  sincere  argument 
from  the  course  of  history,  there  is  in  it  an  element  of  fraud.  Of 
course  to  later  generations,  the  argument  from  history  lost  all 
cogency,  while  that  from  prophecy  remained  until  it  was  discovered 
that  the  prophecy  was  spurious.  The  writer  however  is  not  to  be 
judged  by  that  outcome,  for  he  wrote  for  his  own  generation  and 
not  for  posterity. 

Mr.  Kampmeier  speaks  of  Num.  xxiv.  24  as  a  fraudulent  proph- 
ecy. I  think  he  will  agree  with  me,  that  if  there  was  fraud  here, 
none  of  the  writers  of  the  long  documents  (P,  E,  J,  etc.)  that  com- 
pose the  Hexateuch  was  concerned  in  it,  nor  were  the  redactors  that 
pieced  these  separate  writings  into  one  work  parties  to  it.  Num. 
xxiv.  20-24  is  an  appendix  to  the  story  of  Balaam.  It  was  written 
by  some  poet  that  is  not  only  unknown  to  us,  but  was  unknown  to 
those  who  incorporated  this  fragment  into  the  book.  There  can  be 
little  doubt,  that  when  these  verses  were  put  into  the  Book  of  Num- 
bers as  part  of  the  story  of  Balaam,  the  redactor  believed  that  the 
prophecy  was  genuine.  So  if  there  was  any  fraud,  it  concerned  no 
one  but  the  author  of  these  verses,  who  probably  did  not  originate 
any  other  passage  in  the  whole  Hexateuch.  It  is  unjust  then,  to  pick 
out  such  a  passage  as  this,  and  present  it  as  .an  evidence  that  the 
book  in  which  it  appears  is  fraudulent.    Probably  even  its  writer  did 
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not  intend  to  commit  a  fraud,  any  more  than  Shakespeare  intended 
to  falsify  when  he  put  a  prophecy  into  the  mouth  of  Mark  Antony 
in  the  murder  scene  of  JuHus  Caesar  (iii.  ii.  near  the  close).  Such 
literary  devices  are  not  even  to-day  considered  dishonest  on  the 
part  of  a  poet,  and  I  do  not  know  why  they  should  be  fraud  in  old 
Judea. 

As  to  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  I  agree  with  Air.  Kampmeier, 
that  it  was  a  pious  fraud.  But  we  should  remember  that  this  fraud 
was  committed  in  a  somewhat  primitive  and  crude  age.  If  we  should 
try  the  book  by  modern  standards,  we  should  have  to  condemn  it 
severely  for  the  fraudulent  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  forth. 
But  moral  standards  are  expected  to  advance  with  progress  of  a 
race,  and  it  is  therefore  over-severe  to  judge  the  Book  of  Deuteron- 
omy by  our  modern  conceptions  of  honesty.  Even  Plato,  in  his 
Republic,  proposed  inventing  a  myth  in  the  interest  of  public  order 
and  virtue. 

Now  a  few  words  with  regard  to  the  Fourth  Gospel.  If  its 
writer  was  a  disciple  of  John,  and  believed  that  his  work  embodied 
Johannine  tradition,  there  was  in  this  some  excuse  for  his  making  it 
appear  to  be  the  writing  of  that  apostle.  And  if  he  thought  the 
spiritual  content  of  Jesus's  teachings  was  more  important  than  their 
form,  this  was  a  good  excuse  for  his  turning  all  of  them  into  his  own 
style  of  language,  and  blending  them  with  his  own  comments.  Be- 
fore we  denounce  the  author  of  this  Gospel  as  a  trickster,  let  us  ob- 
serve how  honest  he  is  in  admitting  facts  that  presented  difficulties 
against  the  faith  of  the  early  Christians,  or  handles  for  the  attacks 
of  their  foes.  He  uncovers  things  that  Matthew  and  Luke  seek  to 
hide.  Against  the  legend  of  birth  from  a  virgin,  he  twice  calls  Jesus 
"the  son  of  Joseph"  ( i.  45,  vi.  42 ) .  Against  the  story  that  he  was  born 
in  Bethlehem,  he  again  and  again  speaks  of  him  as  from  Nazareth, 
and  represents  the  Jews  as  prejudiced  against  him  because  he  was  not 
born  in  this  very  Bethlehem  (vii.  42).  He  also  repudiates  the  notion 
that  Jesus  was  descended  from  David,  and  shows  us  clearly  how 
that  fiction  arose  (ibid.).  He  reminds  us  that  the  brothers  of  Jesus 
did  not  believe  in  him  (vii.  5),  and  that  he  was  called  insane  (x.20) 
or  demonized  (vii.  20,  viii.  48,  49,  52,  x.  20,  21).  It  was  hardly 
necessary,  from  a  politic  standpoint,  to  be  so  frank  on  these  matters. 
It  was  late  enough  when  the  Fourth  Gospel  was  written,  for  many 
legends  to  have  risen  about  Jesus.  It  was  late  enough  then,  to  falsify 
the  facts  with  impunity.  But  the  author  of  the  Fourth  Gospel  brings 
up  damaging  facts  that  he  might  wilh  perfect  honor  have  passed  over 
in  silence.    Surely  he  is  no  trickster  then ;  and  if  he  chose  to  express 


IN   EXTENUATION   OF  PIOUS   FRAUD,  185 

his  faith  in  Jesus  in  the  form  of  historical  fiction,  he  had  a  perfect 
moral  right  to  do  so. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Gospel  According  to  Mark  is  distin- 
guished for  this  same  frankness  that  we  find  in  that  According  to 
John.  In  Matthew  and  Luke  there  is  some  distortion  of  facts,  but 
hardly  any  evidence  of  intentional  falsifying. 

Of  course  the  New  Testament  writers  had  a  peculiar  way  of 
reading  the  Old  Testament  so  as  to  interpret  into  it  many  predictions 
that  were  not  intended  by  their  authors.  There  is,  however,  no  rea- 
son to  think  that  they  were  dishonest  in  this.  And  when  Jesus 
quoted  from  Exodus  the  saying,  "I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,"  he  of  course  interpreted  the  passage  erroneously.  But 
why  should  we  think  he  was  dishonest?  The  method  of  exegesis 
he  used  was  that  of  the  scribes  in  his  day,  and  it  was  natural  that  he 
should  think  it  a  true  method. 

It  must  be  conceded,  that  there  are  some  instances  of  pious  fraud 
in  this  collection  of  religious  writings  that  we  call  the  Bible.  But  the 
instances  in  it  of  honest  error  are  vastly  more  numerous.  On  the 
whole,  I  believe  that  the  Hebrew  writers  were  truthful  men.  But 
we  should  not  judge  them  by  modern  standards,  when  literary 
authorship  is  a  more  definite  fact,  when  literary  criticism  demands 
greater  care  to  interpret  a  writer  in  his  own  exact  sense,  and  when 
science  has  caused  us  to  be  more  precise  in  our  statements  than  was 
considered  necessary  in  the  past. 


EDITORIAL  COMMENT. 

The  protests  of  our  correspondents.  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Allen  and 
Mr.  C.  B.  Wilmer,  are  quite  in  order,  for  we  are  very  well  aware 
of  the  onesidedness  of  Mr.  Kampmeier's  statements ;  but  in  spite  of 
that,  his  article  on  "Pious  Fraud"  deserves  the  full  consideration 
not  only  of  the  laity,  but  especially  of  his  brethren  of  the  cloth. 
Mr.  Kampmeier,  himself  a  theologian,  expresses  in  it  his  own  in- 
dignation at  certain  features  of  our  religious  institutions  which  de- 
mand a  connivance  with  traditional  misstatements.  He  does  not 
stand  alone,  and  it  would  be  a  blessing  if  the  Church  as  such  would 
publicly  acknowledge  the  fact,  and  so  relieve  the  consciences  of  its 
representatives  in  the  pulpit.  The  history  of  Judaism  and  Christian- 
ity is  filled  with  what  is  commonly  called  "pious  fraud."  We  will 
only  mention  the  discovery  of  the  so-called  law  book  in  the  temple, 
which  purports  to  be  an  ancient  document  of  the  time  of  Moses, 
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while  it  can  only  have  been  compiled  shortly  previous  to  the  time 
of  its  discovery.  Prof.  C.  IT.  Cornill  with  reference  to  this  event 
does  not  use  the  expression  "pious  fraud"  but  expresses  himself 
guardedly  by  saying:  "The  time  now  appeared  ripe  for  a  bold 
stroke."*  There  is  no  doubt  that  in  our  days  we  would  call  this 
falsification  of  document  a  forgery,  which  is  not  made  better  by  the 
fact  that  thereby  monotheism  was  enabled  to  triumph  over  the  tra- 
ditional paganism ;  and  that  the  priests  of  Jerusalem  henceforth 
determined  the  further  religious  development  of  Judea.  The  young 
king  was  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  high  priest,  Hilkiah,  and  as  a 
reward  for  his  obedience  he  is  praised  in  the  Bible,  but  his  confidence 
in  Yahveh  has  been  very  little  rewarded,  for  the  policy  which  he 
pursued  sealed  the  end  of  Judea's  independence  forever.  Josiah 
fell  a  victim  to  his  own  blind  confidence  in  the  priests  who  to  him 
represented  God's  will,  and  the  Bible  explains  his  misfortunes  as  visi- 
tations of  the  sins  of  his  predecessors,  especially  King  Manasseh. 

Mr.  Allen's  explanations  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
canonical  Scriptures  were  written  are  quite  correct,  but  they  are 
mere  excuses,  no  exculpation. — especially  if  we  consider  that  in  those 
days  there  were  authors  in  Greece  and  Asia  Minor  whose  literary 
conscience  was  in  perfect  agreement  with  ours  of  to-day.  It  appears 
then  that  authors  of  inspired  books,  inasmuch  as  their  style  betrays 
crudity  of  education,  did  not  move  in  the  best  circles  and  breathed 
an  atmosphere  of  second  rate  reputation.  "The  writer,  then,  hardly 
thought  of  doing  anything  dishonest,"  says  Mr.  Allen,  and  we  grant 
it  but  can  we  excuse  ourselves  when  we  continue  to  look  up  to  these 
authors  as  the  examples  of  piety  and  Christian  virtue? 

Mr.  Allen  claims  (and  so  do  many  theologians  and  higher 
critics  as  well)  that  the  canonical  books  neither  served  a  party  pur- 
pose nor  were  they  written  for  any  other  sinister  end.  He  says,  for 
instance,  that  the  book  of  Daniel  did  not  "advance  the  interests  of 
anv  sect  or  party,  or  support  one  side  of  a  controversy  or  establish 
any  system  of  dogmas."  He  thinks  that  it  sought  merely  to  com- 
fort the  pious  in  times  of  tribulation.  I  grant  the  latter,  but  would 
hesitate  to  accept  the  former.  L^pon  a  close  inspection  of  the  books 
that  pretend  to  have  been  written  by  an  older  authority,  there  will 
be  few  which  do  not  serve  a  special  purpose,  support  a  definite 
interpretation,  or  advance  the  cause  of  sonic  party  in  a  controversy. 

As  to  the  fnlfilnicnt  of  prophecy  we  must  again  recognize  the 
fact  that  the  prophetic  prcdictious  rarely  came  true.  In  the  sense 
in  which  thev  were  spoken  and  also  understood,  most  of  them  have 
*  The  Prophets  of  Israel,  paRc  8r.    Chicago:  The  Open  Court  Pub.  Co. 
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remained  unfortunate  to  the  present  day.  They  are  fulfilled  only 
if  we  are  allowed  to  twist  them  so  as  to  agree  with  historical  facts, 
and  we  can  not  blame  Jewish  rabbis  if  they  fail  to  recognize  their 
fulfilment  as  interpreted  by  Christianity. 

Yet  conceding  all  that  has  been  said  by  the  higher  critics,  we 
can  very  well  take  the  position  of  Mr.  Wilmer  that  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  a  fulfilment  of  the  Old  in  the  sense  that  the  fruit  is  a  ful- 
filment of  the  promise  of  the  flower,  and  in  this  sense  Christian 
piety  can  feel  itself  safe.  But  the  same  can  be  said  about  any  his- 
torical event,  and  so  there  is  after  all  no  supernatural  element  nor 
fulfilment  of  prophecy  as  it  is  commonly  understood.  Therefore, 
whatever  course  we  pursue  we  find  that  the  old  interpretation  of 
Christian  doctrines  has  been  abandoned.  The  more  critically  this  is 
done  and  the  more  liberally  the  right  of  interpretation  is  granted  to 
every  member  of  the  Church,  especially  also  to  our  clergymen,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  future  development  of  Christianity,  the 
Church,  the  churches,  and  all  representatives  of  Christianity.  The 
problem  of  honesty  in  the  pulpit  is  a  question  which  has  troubled 
more  than  one  clergyman,  and  we  see  in  the  Rev.  A  Kampmeier's 
"Pious  Fraud"  a  confession  which  he  has  made  concerning  his  own 
life,  and  we  can  very  well  feel  that  after  the  publication  of  his 
article  he  thinks  Di.ri  et  salvavi  animain  meam. 

Our  readers  may  remember  the  article  on  "The  Praise  of 
Hypocrisy,"  written  by  Prof.  G.  T.  Knight,  an  orthodox  professor 
employed  at  a  prominent  Protestant  college  of  good  standing.*  The 
details  of  the  problem  which  force  the  issue  of  recognizing  errors 
in  our  canonical  Scriptures  are  at  present  not  much  heeded  by  the 
laity,  but  are  still  current  in  ecclesiastical  circles,  and  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  present  in  the  near  future  a  series  of  articles  on  this  subject 
written  by  Franklin  N.  Jewett,  who  not  being  a  clergyman  himself 
propounds  them  as  "Questions  from  the  Pew"  which  for  his  own 
conscience's  sake  he  desires  to  be  answered. 

In  giving  publicity  to  some  results  of  higher  criticism  as  it  has 
percolated  even  to  the  laity,  we  do  not  mean  to  cause  any  unrest  to 
the  churches  or  the  leaders  of  critical  investigation,  but  we  wish 
them  to  bethink  themselves  and  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
bottom-rock  of  religion  lies  in  eternal  truths  and  not  in  historical 
facts.  The  sooner  the  representatives  of  the  Church  learn  to  distin- 
guish between  the  essential  and  the  accidental,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  the  cause  of  religion. 

*  The  essay  has  been  expanded  and  is  published  in  book  form  under  the 
same  title  by  The  Open  Court  Publishing  Company. 
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THE  DOLLS'  FESTIVAL. 

On  the  third  of  March  the  httle  girls  of  Japan  celebrate  a  festival  which 
might  very  well  be  imitated  in  our  own  country.    It  is  the  feast  of  the  dolls. 

The  children  visit  one  another  and  bring  their  dolls,  displaying  them  in 
a  kind  of  exhibition  and  letting  these  little  playthings  pay  visits  to  their  neigh- 
bors.    Our  frontispiece  represents  such  a  party  in  which  five  little  Japanese 
girls  have  come  together  and  put  their  dolls  on  a  stand  while  they  themselves 
have  their  refreshments  before  them  in  Japanese  fashion  on  tiny  little  tables. 
A  little  Japanese  poem  reads  in  an  English  translation  thus : 
"Once  a  year  to  low  and  high, 
Rich  and  poor,  by  all  held  dear, 
Come  the  dolls  that  never  die. 
Once  a  year. 

"Minstrel,  warrior,  peasant,  peer, 
Humbly  hail  his  Majesty, 
Regnant  on  the  topmost  tier. 

"Children's  hands  that  nursed  them,  lie 
Out  of  reach  of  hope  or  fear ; 
Only  dolls  may  Death  defy — 
Once  a  vcar." 


"A  RETROSPECT  AND  A  PROSPECT." 

The  editor  of  The  Open  Court  has  received  many  appreciative  comments 
upon  his  "Retrospect  and  Prospect"  in  the  January  number  which,  in  re- 
stating the  views  and  purposes  for  which  The  Open  Court  stands,  is  both  a 
review  of  the  work  accomplished  in  the  past  twenty  years,  and  a  promise  for 
the  future.  He  was  very  glad  to  receive  the  following  encouraging  words 
from  Father  Ilyacinthe: 

"I  am  so  pleased  with  your  double  survey,  looking  both  backward  and 
forward,  in  a  recent  number  of  Tlic  Open  Court  that  I  wish  to  thank  you  for 
it.  The  majority  of  men  sec  but  poorly  because  they  look  only  in  one  direc- 
tion. Behind  is  reverent  conservatism  and  in  front  a  confident  radicalism. 
Let  us  practice  this  art  of  arts,  and  lot  us  understand  this  truth  of  truths, 
that  we  must  seek  our  future  in  our  past. 

"Paris,  France.  Hvacinthe  Lovson." 
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LAWRENCE  HEYWORTH  MILLS. 

Professor  Mills's  last  contribution  to  the  Zeitschrift  der  Morgcnldndischen 
Gescllschaft  was  seven  additional  chapters  of  the  Pahlavi  Yasna  deciphered, 
with  all  the  manuscripts  collated  and  founded  upon  the  great  Oxford  manu- 
.scripts,  which  he  produced  for  the  University,  the  acquisition  of  which,  in 
several  particulars,  constituted  an  event  (see  The  Open  Court  of  August, 
1905).  His  translations  of  these  texts  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society  have  now  reached  to  three  quarters  of  the  extent  of  his  Bodleian 
manuscript.  In  regard  to  this  sec  the  kind  remarks  of  Lord  Reay,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  at  the  last  anniversary  meeting  reported  in  the  January 
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Open  Court  (p.  64).  In  accordance  with  the  repeated  and  courteous  invita- 
tion of  the  managers  of  the  Museon  of  Louvain  University  Professor  Mills 
has  just  issued  the  first  chapter  of  the  Yasna  in  the  costly  Oriental  characters 
with  all  the  variants  given,  pages  twenty-eight.  He  is  invited  to  continue  this 
edition,  but  is  overwhelmed  with  engagements,  having  also  recommenced 
work  upon  his  Dictionary,  which  he  has  delayed  awaiting  the  completion  of 
the  work  upon  the  Pahlavi  Commentaries  mentioned  above.  Among  other 
items  he  owes  twenty-one  articles  to  Dr.  Hastings's  Dictionary  of  Religion, 
the  first  of  which  is  just  being  delivered. 
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Professor  Mills  is  now  seventy;  and,  though  he  is  at  times  a  very  great 
sufferer  from  painful  and  incurable  diseases,  his  general  health  is  remarkable, 
as  might  be  gathered  from  the  above-mentioned  items. 


"A   PUZZLING  CASE." 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Open  Court: 

"A  Puzzling  Case"  interested  me  very  considerably.  It  very  well  shows 
how  a  person  of  scientific  training  and  good  moral  judgment  in  all  ordinary 
affairs  of  life,  may  be  deceived  by  very  simple  means  in  case  a  shade  of  mys- 
tery be  thrown  about  the  matter.  Abbott's  answer  ought  to  be  deemed  satis- 
factory,— at  least  it  is  so  to  me. 

Fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  the  "spirit-rapping"  folly  had  its  course.  At  the 
time,  1851-2-3,  I  was  living  in  Chillicothe,  the  first  capital  of  Ohio.  Being 
invited  to  a  "seance",  I  went,  and  saw  through  the  case  without  difficrlty. 
At  the  next  "seance"  I  was  invited  to  sit  at  the  table  in  and  as  part  of  the 
mystic  circle.  About  the  third  evening  I  began  to  do  a  little  "rapping"  quietly. 
Soon  I  became  the  chief  one,— kept  it  up, — for  months,  and  finally  exposed  the 
the  whole  thing,  at  the  close  of  what  the  "Medium"  called  the  best  "seance" 
that  there  had  been  in  the  city.  I  exposed  and  showed  up  the  whole  process 
before  a  large  audience  of  citizens. 

That  ended  the  "cult"  in  that  city.  To  me  it  was  a  very  interesting  bit 
of  "psychological"  history.  R.  W.M. 


BOOK  REVIEWS  AND  NOTES. 

Org.xxized  Democracy.  By  Albert  Stickiicy.  Boston:  Hougliton,  ]\Iifilin  & 
Company,  1906.     Pp.  268. 

We  all  know  that  democracy  is  an  ideal  which  can  not  easily  be  realized 
and  we  have  here  an  attempt  to  overcome  its  shortcomings,  but  we  doubt 
whether  any  reader  will  deem  the  conclusions  of  Mr.   Stickney  satisfactory. 

The  author  says :  "Democratic  institutions  are  still  in  their  infancy,  are 
still  almost  in  their  rudimentary  stage  of  development.  Only  during  tlie  last 
century  can  they  be  said  to  have  been  put  to  the  test  of  actual  experiment  on 
any  large  scale.  Their  form  with  us  to-day  is  almost  the  same  as  the  earliest 
that  was  ever  put  in  use.    There  has  been  slight  change  in  the  matter  of  form. 

"Consequently,  it  is  a  virtual  certainty  that  the  political  institutions  of 
this  American  people — to-day — are  susceptible  of  improvement.  It  can  hardly 
be,  that  the  first  experiments  in  democracy  were  a  final  complete  success." 

Tlie  book  contains  chapters  on  "Machine  Politics,"  "Organized  Democ- 
racy," "The  Cost  of  Machine  Politics,"  "The  Necessity  of  Reorganization," 
and  concludes  with  "General  Considerations." 

We  agree  with  the  author  wlicn  he  says  (p.  266")  that  "we  must  revise 
our  ideas  of  democratic  government  from  the  very  foimdation" ;  but  we  fear 
that  his  ideas  of  reorganization  have  not  yet  been  sufficiently  worked  out  into 
clearness.  He  says:  "The  people's  judgment  must  be  the  product  of  the 
people's  united  common  thought.  Such  thought  can  be  had  only  in  a  delib- 
erative, popular  assembly.  ..  .Vesting  the  supreme  control  of  public  affairs, 
subject  to  necessary  constitutional  restrictions,  in  a  carefully  selected  body 
of  able,  experienced  men,  is  evidently  the  only  practicable  means  of  securing 
wise  control." 
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Harvard  Psychological  Studies.  Edited  by  Hugo  Milnsterberg.  Vol.  II. 
Boston:  Houghton,  Mifflin,  1906.     Pp.  644.     Price,  $4.00. 

Emerson  Hall,  the  new  and  completely  equipped  home  for  the  depart- 
ment of  philosophy  at  Harvard  University,  was  opened  December  27,  1905, 
and  this  second  volume  of  the  Harvard  Psychological  Studies  has  an  intro- 
duction devoted  to  the  subject  of  experimental  psychology  and  its  history  in 
Harvard  including  especially  the  history  and  description  of  Emerson  Hall. 

The  studies  proper  are  representative  essays  by  specialists  and  discuss 
stereoscopic  vision  and  dizziness,  feelings,  the  feeling-value  of  unmusical 
tone  intervals  and  the  esthetics  of  repeated  space  forms,  attention,  association, 
dissociation,  apperception,  time-estimation,  number-estimation,  motor  impulses 
and  in  animal  psychology,  the  relations  of  -neural  processes,  reactions  of  the 
frog  and  cray  fish  and  the  mental  life  of  the  domestic  pigeon. 


Poems.  By  Arthur  Pfungst.  Translated  from  the  third  German  edition  by 
E.  F.  L.  Gauss.    London:  Kegan  Paul,  Trench,  Triibner  &  Co.,  IQ06. 

Arthur  Pfungst  is  a  modern  German  poet  who  has  a  strong  tendency 
toward  the  new  interpretation  of  life  such  as  appears  in  the  New  Thought 
movement  and  in  kindred  aspirations.  He  is  not  an  author  by  profession,  but 
only  in  his  leisure  hours  devotes  himself  to  literature,  the.  study  of  oriental 
languages,  and  to  writing.  He  has  written  an  epic  under  the  title  "Lakarsis" 
and  has  published  versified  translations  of  the  Dhammapada  and  other  re- 
ligious poetry  of  the  Orient.  A  little  volume  of  his  poems  which  were  re- 
viewed some  time  ago  in  The  Open  Court  has  now  been  presented  to  the 
English  reading  public  in  an  English  translation  made  by  E.  F.  E.  Gauss, 
First  Assistant  Librarian  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  and  it  has  been 
prefaced  by  T.  W.  Rhys  Davids,  formerly  secretary  of  the  Asiatic  Society, 
and  at  present  editor  of  the  Pali  Text  Society,  a  Pali  scholar  of  no  mean 
repute  and  perhaps  second  to  no  one  unless  to  the  venerable  old  professor 
Fausboll  of  Copenhagen.  Professor  Rhys  Davids  speaks  of  the  difficulty  of 
translating  poems  in  the  exact  meter  of  the  original  where  the  thought  is 
so  prominent  as  in  the  present  case.  Mr.  Rhys  Davids  says :  "So,  gentle 
reader,  if  you  come  here  and  there  across  a  line  which  seems  odd,  un-English, 
broken,  or  at  fault,  think  not  of  a  translator's  error,  but  rather  of  a  gallant 
effort  to  transport  to  our  unfriendly  clime  a  foreign  rhjthm." 

The  volume  opens  in  the  "Introductory"  with  these  lines : 

"In  this  life's  incessant  fray. 

Where  the  floods  and  storms  still  darken. 
Dare  but  once  thy  foot  to  stay 
To  the  inner  voice  to  hearken. 

"Let  but  once  the  hours  pass 

With  their  fleeting  pain  and  glee; 
Do  not  look  upon  the  mass. 
Dare  with  thee  alone  to  be." 

No  doubt  criticisms  can  and  will  be  made,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
some  of  the  idiomatic  sayings  which  are  intended  for  a  definite  thought  are 
all  but  untranslatable,  and  we  may  expect  that  some  of  the  little  mistakes 
which  slipped  in  unawares  may  be  remedied  in  a  second  edition.     Transla- 
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tions  in  verse  are  rarely,  if  ever,  successful  at  the  first  attempt,  and  this  is 
especially  true  in  the  case  of  philosophical  poetry. 


Kant,  Schiller,  Goethe.  Gesamnieltc  .^ufsatze  von  Karl  Vorlciiidcr.  Leip- 
sic:  Diirr.  1907.  Pp.  xiv.  294. 
Karl  Vorlander  has  made  a  special  study  of  the  relation  of  the  two  great- 
est German  poets,  Schiller  and  Goethe,  to  Kant,  the  classical  personality  of 
their  age.  In  the  book  before  us  he  discusses  first  Schiller's  relation  to  Kant, 
with  special  reference  to  the  ethical  rigorism  and  the  relation  of  the  moral 
idea  to  the  idea  of  the  sublime.  Next  he  treats  Goethe's  relation  to  Kant, 
especially  his  philosophical  development,  first  before  his  friendship  with  Schil- 
ler and  then  Kant's  influence  on  Goethe  through  Schiller.  Goethe  took  up 
Kant  after  Schiller's  death,  namely  in  the  year  1S17,  and  remained  under  his 
influence  until  the  end  of  his  life  in  1S31.  The  appendix  is  devoted  to  Kant's 
relation  to  Schiller  and  Goethe,  and  also  to  Goethe's  philosophical  library 
now  preserved  in  the  Goethe  house.  The  book  is  an  important  contribution 
to  our  knowledge  of  the  philosophical  development  of  both  Goethe  and 
Schiller. 


The  Historical  B.\ses  of  Religions,  Primitive,  Babyix)Nian  and  Jewish. 
By  Hiram  Clicllis  Brozvii.  Boston:  Turner,  1906.  Pp.  319. 
The  author  has  condensed  in  this  small  volume  the  main  results  of  Old 
Testament  criticism  and  Babylonian  excavations,  discussing  therein  the  his- 
tory of  the  Israelitish  origin  of  our  religion.  In  reply  to  the  traditional  con- 
ception he  says  in  the  preface:  "Destructive  as  the  views  herewith  presented 
may  appear  to  be,  I  believe  them  to  be  warranted  by  the  clearer  vision,  the 
broader  outlook  gained  by  the  higher,  firmer  ground  that  modern  research 
has  placed  beneath  our  feet."  The  book  discusses  in  the  first  part  the  origin 
and  development  of  the  religious  sense.  Our  author's  definition  of  religion 
is  rather  limited  and  seems  to  weaken  the  philosophical  background  of  his 
historical  expositions.  He  says:  "The  function  of  religion  is  to  put  man 
into  communication  with  these  supernatural  intelligences."  In  the  second 
part  Mr.  Brown  ofTcrs  a  good  summary  of  the  Assyrio-Babylonian  religion. 
The  third  part  contains  a  discussion  of  Jewish  religion,  and  this  is  by  far  the 
most  extensive  portion  of  the  book.  In  an  appendix  the  Code  of  Hammurabi 
has  been  reprinted.  The  book  will  be  welcome  to  many  who  look  for  a  popu- 
lar presentation  of  this  important  subject  in  the  history  of  religions,  and  it 
is  a  pity  that  it  does  not  contain  an  index  which  would  greatly  enhance  its 
value. 


Beginning  with  this  nunil)cr  I  hi'  Of^cii  Court  will  publish  from  time  to 
time  a  short  scries  of  mathematical  puzzles  rind  inconsistencies  under  the 
caption  "In  the  Mazes  of  Mathematics,"  whicli  will  be  contributed  by  Prof. 
William  F.  White,  of  the  State  Normal  School,  New  Paltz,  New  York.  This 
scries  will  discuss  the  three  famous  problems  of  antiquity,  a  question  of  fourth 
dimension  by  analogy  and  several  real  or  apparent  absurdities  in  arithmetic, 
algebra  and  geometry. 
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Knights  Templars,  3228;  The  Key  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  Political  Changes. 
— The  Hon.  Michael  D.  Harter  on  the  Crops  Abroad. — The  Law-Eng- 
lish of  the  Supreme  Court  in  Illinois. — Congressional  Liberality  in  the 
Distribution  of  Literature,  3236;  Illegal  Arrests. — Are  We  in  St.  Peters- 
burg?— Judge  Altgeld  and  his  Book,  3252;  Castle  Squander. — The 
River  and  Harbor  Bill. — Judges  and  Jurists. — Contrast  Between  the 
English  and  American  Judiciary,  3266;  Abuse  of  the  Superlative  De- 
gree.— Mr.  Polk's  Will. — Forgery  as  a  Political  Expedient. — Sabliath 
Idolatry. — The  President  at  Rochester,  3277 ;  Whence  Comes  the  Rain  ? 
— Irish  Humor. — The  Wearing  of  a  Badge. — What  is  a  Mugwump? — 
Convention  Fuss. — Impossible  Politics, — Are  we  Sycophants  and  Snobs? 
3301  :  Blackbirding. — Election  in  the  United  States  and  England. — 
Civilization  and  Crime. — Is  the  Knowledge  of  Evil  Evil? — Convention 
prayers,  3308;  The  Loss  of  the  S.  S.  City  of  Chicago. — The  Calamity 
Convention. — Dick  Deadeye  and  the  Platform. — The  Pinkerton  ]\Icn- 
ace. — Mr.  Farwell's  Three-cornered  Letter,  3315  ;  The  "Chief  Executive." 
— The  Nerve  Strain  on  Young  Children  in  the  Schools. — Education  a 
Help  to  Bravery. — Carnegie  to  the  President. — Patronising  the  Presi- 
dent, 3324;  Diluting  the  News. — Popular  Idolatry. — Little  Tin  Soldiers. 
Shall  the  British  Flag  Protect  Americans? — Consuls  Changing  Works. 
— Are  We  a  Well-Mannered  People?  3332;  Equal  Rights  in  Speech. — 
Mercantile  Patriotism. — Advertising  on  the  Flag. — Official  Anarchy. — 
Cruel  and  L'^nusual  Punishment. — The  Case  of  Governor  Wall.  3339; 
Both  Parties  Lender  Fire. — Alasterly  Inactivity. — The  Ballot  Box  as  a 
Medium  of  Exchange. — Political  Garden  Seeds. — Mr.  Gladstone  and 
the  Queen.  3357:  The  "Form"  of  Government. — How  Constitutions 
Grow. — Democracy  in  Action. — English  Limitations  on  the  Power  of 
the  Speaker,  3365;  Our  Only  Nobility. — Our  Many  Nol)ilities. — The 
Strike  of  the  Musicians,  3371 ;  George  William  Curtis. — Chinese  Preju- 
dice.— Gunpowder  Punch. — Adulteration  of  Milk. — Literary  Destitution 
in  Chicago,  3380;  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. — John  Greenleaf  Whittier. 
33S8;  The  Willing  Degradation  of  Labor. — The  Unity  of  All  Men. — 
The  Universal  Right  to  Work,  3397;  The  Peck  Report. — The  Cabin 
and  the  Steerage. — The  Leadership  of  Hill. — The  Following  by  Cleve- 
land, 3404;  The  Humors  of  a  Presidential  Election. — A  Political  Shell 
Game.  —  An  Exchange  of  Editorials.  —  Gen.  John  Pope.  —  The  Natu- 
ralisation Mill. — Judicial  Impertinence. — Theological  Etiquette,  3412: 
\\'hat  is  "l^i-.'Xmerican"? — Did  Peary's  Project  Pay? — Did  Sir  John 
I'ranklin's  Project  Pay? — A  Theological  Happy  Family. — A  Religion 
"Par  Excellence." — The  Parliament  of  .Ml  Religions,  3420;  The  Poet 
Laureate. — A  Spiritless  Campaign. — Campaign  Literature. — Flambeau 
Enthusiasm. — Gospel  Wagons. — The  Law  of  Treason   [With   Editorial 
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Comment],  3428;  The  Quarrel  of  the  Sects.— P'or  Christians  Only. — 
The  Chicago  Police.— General  Miles  and  the  Soldiers.— Literary  Chi- 
cago, 3434;  Wines  at  the  World's  Fair. — Drink  tlie  Liquor  of  the 
Country. — Have  We  a  "National  Government"? — Vote  as  You  Bet, 
3444;  Long  Prayers  or  Strong  Prayers. — The  Milwaukee  Fire  the  Act 
of  God. — The  Last  Deodand.— The  Luther  Jubilee.— The  Immigration 
Question.— The  Home  Against  the  Club,  3452;  The  Thanksgiving  Proc- 
lamation.— Praying  for  Special  Favors. — Newspapers  as  False  Guides. 
— The  Political  Coroner's  Inquest. — The  Personality  of  the  President. 
—Out  of  Work  and  Glad  of  it,  3461;  Whose  Ox  was  It? — A  Demo- 
cratic Gerrymander  This  Time. — Advice  by  Negative  Innuendo. — We 
Want  Not  Work  but  Wages.— Will  There  be  an  Extra  Session?  3468; 
Free  Clothing  and  Meals  for  School  Children. — The  Conservative  Re- 
action.— Distinguished  Gentlemen. — The  Master  of  the  Buckhounds. — 
The  Hereditary  Taste  for  Game,  3476;  Witnesses  in  Their  Own  Cause. 
—Congress  Wants  Pay,  Not  Work. — To  Coerce  Congress.— Museum 
Sunday,  3484;  The  Moral  of  Our  Greed  for  Office.— Do  the  Spoils  Be- 
long to  the  Victors? — Earl  Grey  on  Civil  Service  Reform. — The  Polit- 
ical Standard  of  the  English,  3490 ;  The  Law  of  Limit  and  Overflow. — 
Short  Weight  Religion. — Royal  Sport.— Presidential  Sport. — Toadyism 
in  Snobdom. — Discharge  the  Workmen  and  Preserve  the  Work,  3500. 

Vol.  vn. 

Increasing  the  Presidential  Term. — A  Single  Term  for  the  President. 
— Shutting  the  Gates. — Vivisection. — The  Rights  of  Animals,  3515: 
Peace  and  Submission. — Industry  Made  Criminal. — The  Decay  of  Lib- 
erty in  Wyoming,  3525 ;  Keep  Out  the  Rags. — Educational  Clubs. — 
Albert  (oiwrier). — A  Revolution  That  Went  Backwards. — Party  Higher 
Than  the  Commonweal. — Altgeld  on  Magna  Charta,  3532;  The  Humor 
of  a  Politician. — The  Ethics  of  Larceny. — The  Chief  Executive. — Dip- 
lomas for  Statesmen,  3539;  Was  the  MonrOe  Doctrine  Bribed? — Rich 
Men  for  the  Senate. — Diplomas  for  Judges. — The  Cronin  Case  and  the 
Anarchist  Case. — Spurious  Americanism. — Natural  Allegiance  and  Po- 
litical Allegiance,  3547;  Annexing  Hawaii. — International  Piracy. — 
Sunday  Closing  of  the  Fair. — A  Divorce  Court. — Gambling  Suppressed. 
3555  ;  Partisan  Funerals.— Not  Quite  so  "Aggressive." — The  Strike  of 
the  Preachers. — Shall  the  World's  Fair  Be  Opened  ^Nith.  Prayer? — 
Oblique  Impeachment. — What  Are  Psychical  Phenomena?  3565;  Fads 
in  the  Public  Schools. — The  Causes  of  Republican  Defeat. — The  Sale 
of  the  Monroe  Doctrine. — Law  and  Justice  Dispensed  With. — Who  Are 
"Worshipers"  ?  3572  ;  American  Laureates. — Hero  Worship. — Imperial 
Spoons. — Pensions  for  Votes. — Washington  Shorn. — Say  Nothing  About 
the  American  Revolution. — Raise  the  Standard  of  the  Bench,  3581  ;  The 
Inauguration  and  the  Prize-Fight. — The  Science  of  Municipal  Corrup- 
tion.— Americans  Nominated  by  Mistake. — A  Distinguished  Communi- 
cant.— Shall  We  Annex  the  Tonga  Islands? — Congress  and  the  Bear 
Garden. — Mohammedan  Missionaries  in  America,  3589 ;  Legislative  In- 
tegrity.— A  Sectarian  Penitentiary. — The  Ingratitude  of  Presidents. — 
A  Victory  Without  Spoils. — Buying  Clothes  Abroad,  3597 :  Prematurely 
Annexing  Canada. — Side  Shows  at  the  Fair. — Tolerant  Construction  of 
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the  Laws. — Saving  Funeral  Expenses. — National  Boasting,  3605;  Hu- 
man Vengeance  and  Divine  Forgiveness. — High  Castes  and  Low  Castes. 
— The  Levelling  Power  of  the  Ballot. — The  Divine  Blessing — The 
Broken  Hope  of  an  Extra  Session. — Presidential  Sovereignty.  3612; 
"Corn-Bread"  Murphy. — Pulpit  Electioneering. — The  Oblique  March 
to  a  Direct  Point. — The  Right  to  Reform. — Office  as  a  Therapeutic 
Agent. — Excursion  Rates  and  Cheap  Admission.  3620;  Choose  What 
Office  Thou  Wilt  in  the  Land.— A  Man  Who  Refuses  Office.— The 
Small  Fee  at  the  World's  Fair. — Mr.  Barnum's  Slight  Advance. — The 
Duplicity  of  Politicians. — How  to  Elect  a  Man  by  Reviling  Him,  3628; 
Degenerate  Sons  of  the  Prophet. — Too  Frightfully  Much  Oratory. — 
Calling  Time  on  the  Speakers. — Arbitration  Instead  of  Guns,  3637 ; 
The  Flag  Lowered. — Backing  Out. — National  Pet  Names. — Converting 
a  City  by  Contract. — Western  Taste  for  Art. — A  Carnival  of  Buttons. 
Stimulating  Vanity.  3644;  The  Measure  of  a  Conscience. — The  Treaty 
With  Russia. — Russian  Methods  in  Illinois. — The  Riglit  to  Wear  Whis- 
kers.— The  Office  Seeks  the  i\Ian. — Special  Studies  in  the  Schools.  3652; 
The  Lesson  of  the  Liberty  Bell. — Worshiping  the  President. — Theolog- 
ical Deportment. — The  Spirit  of  Smitlifield. — Should  the  Russian  Treaty 
Be  Confirmed? — Assassination  as  a  Political  Remedy,  3674;  The  Min- 
isters on  Sunday  Closing. — A  Sunday  Fourth  of  July. — A  Prayer  for 
Cj'clones  and  Cholera. — The  Geary  Law. — Mohammedanism  in  America. 
— Conference  of  Editors,  3684;  Brimstone  Sermons. — Pretended  Rev- 
erence for  the  Law. — Decoration  Da}'. — The  Gettysburg  Reunion. — 
What  Would  Grant  Have  Done? — Civil  and  Constitutional  Liberty, 
3692;  The  Trial  of  Dr.  Briggs. — The  Despotism  of  Party. — No  New 
Thing  Under  the  Sun. — The  Anti-Trust  Convention. — Larceny  as  a 
Political  Remedy,  3700;  Don't  You  Know  You  Mustn't  Think? — Can- 
didates for  Martyrdom. — An  Unknown  Hero. — The  Financial  Situa- 
tion.— Imitating  Monarchy. — Forfeiting  a  Name.  3708;  Censure  for 
Murder. — How  Judges  Differ. — Fossil  Theolog>'. — The  Tariff  on  Frogs. 
— Ancestral  Pride,  3717;  The  Loss  of  the  Victoria. — The  Cabinet  on 
the  Silver  Question. — The  Pardon  of  the  Anarchists. — Mock  Reverence 
for  the  Courts,  3724;  Underrated  Man. — .Artificial  Rain. — Excepting  the 
.Xnarchists. — Too  Much  Prosperity. — The  Gospel  of  Scarcity. — The 
Etiquette  of  Salutes,  3732;  Afraid  of  Congress. — Raising  the  Price  of 
Justice.  —  A  New  Rebellion.  —  Modern  Chivalry.  —  Theology  in  the 
Schools. — A  Judge  Rings  the  Alarm  Bell,  3741  ;  A  Dangerous  Art. — 
The  Gospel  of  Realities. — A  Non-Partisan  Ticket. — Kansas  Politics. — 
The  Party  Chameleon,  3748;  Herbert  Spencer  on  Tips. — Tip-Taking  in 
America. — Dear  Money  for  the  Workingman. — "Guilty."  But  Didn't  In- 
tend to  Do  It. — A  Scarcity  of  Schools.  3756;  "The  Watch-Dog  of  the 
Treasury." — Equal  Representation  in  the  Senate. — The  Fiat  Power. — 
Advertising  Bank  Presidents. — The  Comedy  of  Prayer. — The  Election 
Circus,  3772;  Rejecting  Silver. — The  Distinguished  Gentleman. — The 
Birthday  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. — The  Parliament  of  Religions. — 
.•\  Blending  of  Creeds,  37Q7 ;  Mixing  Theologies. — Dwelling  Together 
in  Unity. — Are  All  Men  Equal  Before  the  Law?  .3821;  Mr.  Gladstone 
and  the  L«iriN--Tbe  New  l.ibcrtv  Bell.  -  The  Monev  Power. — The  Van 
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Men  Case,  3828;  Injustice  to  the  Jews.— Buying  and  Selling  Offices.— 
Office  as  a  Social  Distinction,  3836;  Lecturing  by  Substitute.— Chicago 
Day  at  the  Fair.— Barnum  at  the  Exposition.— The  Tournament  in  the 
Senate,  3845;  Sitting  on  Kegs  of  Powder.— The  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Lords.— Shall  the  Minority  Rule?— Lucy  Stone  Blackwell,  3853; 
The  Sherman  Law  as  a  Scapegoat.— Will  Prices  Rise  or  Fall?— 
Ithuriel's  Spear.— The  Patronage  Question.— A  Converted  Missionary. 
Hope  for  Heathen  and  Christian,  3860;  The  Assassination  and  Its 
Lessons,  3869;  "Personal  Mentions"  in  Newspapers. — The  Glorifica- 
tion of  the  Past.— The  Statue  of  General  Shields.— Mr.  Stead's  Conun- 
drums, 3909;  The  Cold  Wave  Stimulates  Charity.— The  Moral  Char- 
acter of  Charity.— Meat  and  Potato  Religion.— The  Jenkins  Case.— 
A  "Town-Meeting  Verdict,"  3917;  Feeding  Tramps.— Saving  the  Rich. 
The  "United  States  Are."— Taxing  the  Foreigners,  3924- 

Vol.  vni. 

A  Buddhist  Opinion  of  Christianity.— Is  Christianity  a  Failure?— 
America  a  Missionary  Ground.— Millions  for  Charity.— Not  a  Cent 
for  Tramps,  3933;  The  Anti-Spoils  League.— The  Report  on  the 
Tariff.— Governor's  Rhetoric— Hypnotism  in  the  Pulpit.— Plagiarism, 
3941;  Hunger  for  Office.— The  Colored  People  and  the  World's  Fair. 
Etiquette  at  Washington.— Something  in  a  Name.— John  Tyndall,  3949 ; 
Against  Oleomargarine.— A  Raid  of  Office-Hunters.— Luxurious  Re- 
ligion.—Object  Lessons  in  Congress.— The  Prayer-Gauge,  3957;  Re- 
quested to  Resign.— Idleness  More  Dangerous  than  Work.— Medicine 
Against  Metaphysics.— Rival  Medical  Schools.— Counterfeit  Relics.— 
Protection  for  the  Lawyers,  3964;  Ingersoll  on  Territorial  Conquest.— 
Freedom  to  Buy  and  to  Sell.— The  Allegory  of  Cain  and  Abel.— The 
Battle  at  Rio  Janeiro.— Mr.  Justice  Brewer  and  the  Cranks,  3973; 
Reducing  the  Tariff  to  Increase  the  Revenue.— Pies  Like  Your  IMother 
Made.— Thinking,  but  Not  Speaking.— The  Breaking  of  the  Rope.— 
Hail  to  the  Kearsarge !  3980 ;  Trade  as  a  Policeman.— The  Two  Houses 
of  Lords.— The  Civic  Federation.— Canned  Goods.— The  Trial  of  Satan, 
3989;  Giving  Up  a  Pension.— The  Revolver  Habit.— "High-Grade" 
Milk.— The  Civic  Federation.— The  Probate  Court  as  a  Detective.— 
The  Oyster  War  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  3996 ;  The  Perversity  of  Congress. 
—  Insults  and  Apologies. —  The  Retirement  of  Gladstone.  —  Happier 
Homes  in  Heaven,  4005 ;  Mr.  Gladstone  and  the  Peers.— The  President 
and  His  Courtiers.— Christian  Citizenship.— The  Tariff  on  Husbands.— 
Stock-Jobbing  in  the  Senate,  4012;  Labouchere  and  the  Lords.— In- 
vestigation Bombs.— Christians  and  the  Primaries.— Wat  Tyler's  March. 
—Stop  Him!  He  Wants  to  Earn  His  Living.- Toryism  Embalmed, 
4021 ;  A  Private  Mint.— Coining  the  "Seigniorage."— Poachers  and 
Game  Keepers.— Moody  and  Sankey  at  Washington.— A  Sparrow's 
Theology,  4029;  Tammany  in  England.— Mr.  Facing-both-ways.— "You 
May  Vote,  but  We  Will  Count."— Save  Me  and  the  Party,  4035;  A 
Quiet  Election. — Incendiary  Speech. — Governor  Tillmann's  Militia.— 
Election  Beer.— Police  Anarchy  in  Pennsylvania.  4045:  Sentenced  to 
Tramp.— The  Defence  of  Washington.— Independence  of  the  Judiciary. 
The  Jenkins  Injunction.— The  Tyranny  of  Moral   Compulsion.— Com- 
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muting  Pensions. — The  Russian  Thistle,  4052;  American  Saints. — Pay- 
ing Them  to  Move  On. — Senator  Hill. — Party  Loyalty. — Counting  a 
Quorum. — The  Wedding  of  Coburg. — American  Princes,  4061. 

Custom  House,  Our.     Paul  Carus.  XV f.  141. 

Daisies.     (Poem.)     Elissa  M.  Moore.  HI.  1506. 

Dangerous  Classes,  The.    B.  F.  Underwood,  I.  524. 

Daniels,  Cora  Linn.    Volney's  Prophecy,  VII,  3707. 

Danziger.  Adolphe.     The  Condemnation  of  Christ.  X\'1I.  212. 

"Darkest  England."  The  Sunset  Club  in.     M.  M.  Trumbull.  V.  2768. 

Darrow,  Emilie  H.     An  Evening  Prayer.     (Poem.)    XI.  312. 

Darrow,  Wilhelmine.  Life.  (Poem.)  IX.  4531 ;  The  Unknown  God.  (Poem.) 
X.  4790. 

Darwin  and  His  Work.     Sara  A.  Underwood,  T,  40. 

Darwin  and  Wcismann.     G.  J.  Romanes,  VI T.  2>773- 

Darwinian  or  Christian.     Ludwig  Noire.  III.  1878. 

Darwinism,  Carneri  the  Ethicist  of.     Paul  Carus,  XV,  641. 

Darwinism.  The  Ethical  Import  of.    L.  J.  Vance.  IV,  2282.  2310. 

Darwinism.  Wallace  on.     J.  C.  F.  Grumbine.  V,  2813. 

Davidson,  Thomas.  The  Need  for  Free  Thought  Education.  1,  3;  The  Posi- 
tive Virtues.  I.  426.  490.  517. 

Day,  Edward.     Hebrew  Fiction.  XVII.  641. 

Dead-Letter  Dogmas.     Felix  L.  Oswald,  VI,  3264. 

Dean  Craik's  Opinion  on  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  X,  4796. 

Dear  Old  Hand.  The.     (Poem.)     G.  L.  Henderson.  VII,  3549. 

Death.     (Poem.)     A.  B..  I.  700. 

Death  a  Finality?  Is.     Paul  Carus,  IV,  2185. 

Death  and  Immortality,  The  Conceptions  of,  in  Ancient  Egypt.  Paul  Carus. 
IX,  4666. 

Death  and  May.     (Poem.)     Louis  Belrose.  Jr.,  H.  823. 

Death  and  Resurrection.     Paul  Carus,  XIII,  495 

Death,  The  Beauty  of.     Woods  Hutchinson.  IX.  4630. 

Death,  The  Ceasing  by,  and  the  Ceasing  by  Life.  C.  .Xrnold  F.  Lindormc.  X, 
4831. 

Death,  The  Christian  Conception  of.     Paul  Cams,  XI,  752. 

Death.  The  Conquest  of.     Paul  Carus.  HI,  1967. 

Death,  The  Dances  of.     Paul  Carus,  XII.  40. 

Death  in  Religious  Art.     Paul  Carus.  XT.  67')^. 

Deatii  in  the  Cage.     (Poem.)     George  Went/.  T.   iir. 

Death  is  Silent,  but  Life  Speaks.     Paul  Carus,  IX.  4,V)5- 

Death,  Love.  Immortality.    Paul  Carus,  II,  1324. 

Death.  The  Meaning  of.    Prof.  Gaule.  TIT.  \(^). 

Death.  Modern  Representations  of.     Paul  Carus,  XII,   101 

IVath  Shall  Not  Part  Ye  More.     (Poem.)  Voltairino  de  Cliyn-,  \'lll.  4026. 

Diathless.     (Poem.)   Robert  M.  Harper.  X.  4S38. 

Decadence  of  I'rance,  The.     A  Symposium.  XVI 11.  2</>. 

Declaration  of  Rights.  The  Paine-Condorcet.     Moncure  D.  Conwnv.  VT,  3159. 

Decline  of  the  Senate,  The.     M.  M.  Trumbull.  VII,  3895. 
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Deity  and  the  Universe.  A  Controversy.  I.  God  in  Evolution.  C.  Staniland 
Wake.     II.  Slandering  the  Universe.     T.  B.  Wakeman,   ill,   i(/;7.  2000. 

DeLano,  H.  A.     Resignation.      (Poem.)    IX,  4446. 

Delitz-sch,  Friedrich.  Bahel  and  Bible,  XVI,  209,  263:  XVII,  ,325,  .vj^;  XX, 
134,  266.     Reply  to  the  Critics  ,XVII,  418,  428;  Monotheism,  XVII.  409. 

Delitzsch,  Gunkel  Versus.     Paul  Cams.  XVI IT,  226. 

Deluge  Legends  of  the  American  Indians.     Paul  Cams,  XV,  758. 

Delusions  of  Coincidence.     F.  L.  Oswald,  V,  2939. 

Dementia,  Paretic.     S.  V.  Clevenger,  V,  3000. 

Democratic  Christians  and  the  Vatican,  The.     G.  M.  iManiinuu.  XIV,  .175. 

Democratic  Theory  and  Practice.     W.  L.  Garrison,  Jr..   I,  316. 

Demonology  of  the  Nineteenth  Century.     Paul  Cams,  X,  49S8. 

De  Morgan,  Augustus,  a  Biographical  Sketch.  Thomas  J.  McCorniack,  XII, 
760. 

Denslow,  Van  Buren.     The  Cross  of  the  X'ew  Crusade,  I,  262. 

De  Profundis.     Elizabeth  Oakes  Smith,  I,  212. 

Descartes,  Rene,  Biographical  Sketch.     Thomas  J.  McConnack.  XII,  501. 

Dessoir,  Max.  The  Psychology  of  Legerdemain,  VII,  3599.  3608,  3616,  3626, 
3633;  Spiritualism,  VII,  371 1. 

Destructive  or  Constructive?  In  Answer  to  the  Criticism  of  Illiberal  Liberals. 
Paul  Cams,  III,  2107. 

Determinism  and  Free  Will.     Paul  Cams,  II,  887. 

Determinism  and  Monism  Versus  Morality.  Antonio  Llano.  (With  Edi- 
torial Reply.)  XL  440. 

Determinism  Versus  Indeterminism.     Georg  von  Gizycki,  I,  729,  758. 

Deutero-Isaiah.     C.  H.  Cornill,  IX,4576. 

Deuteronomy.     C.  H.   Cornill,  IX,  4521. 

Deuteronomy,  The  Date  of.  With  Editorial  Repl.v.  H.  Pereira  jMendes,  XV, 
438. 

Developmental  Ethics.     Antonio  Llano,  XI,  162,  280. 

Devil.     A  Chief's  View  of  the.     J.  W.  McEachren,  XV,  433- 
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Sub-Conscious  States,  The  Intensity  of.     .\  Binet,  III,  1983. 
Sub-Consciousness?  Mechanism  or.     .A..  Binet,  III,  1886. 
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tion Without  Prospects,  II,  1410;  How  Did  He  Use  His  Opportunities? 
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Tax,  A  Sheepish.     F.  M.  Holland,  IV,  2502. 
Taxation,  National.     Anti-Monopolist,  II,  778,  800. 
Taxation  of  Capital  Discourages  Thrift.     Paul  Carus.  XVI,  182. 
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Thoughts  of  Comfort.    Helmuth  von  Moltke,  IX,  4407. 
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throw of  Mell  and  Its  Restoration.  XVII,  321:  Two  Letters  on  Orthodoxy, 
XVIII.  513. 
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New  and  Forthcoming  Open  Court  Books 


Space  and  Geometry  in 
the  Ligtit  of  Physiolog- 
ical, Psychological  and 
Physical  Inquiry.    By 

Dr.  Ernst  Mach,  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Universit}'  of  Vienna. 
From  the  German  by  Thomas  J . 
McCormack,  Principal  of  the 
LaSalle-Peru  Township  High 
School.  1906.  Cloth,  gilt  top. 
Pp.143.     $1.00  net.      (5s.net.) 

In  tliese  essays  Professor  Mach  dis- 
cusses the  questions  of  the  nature.origin.and 
development  of  our  concepts  of  space  from 
tlie  three  points  of  view  of  the  pliysiology 
and  psychology  of  the  senses,  history,  and 
physics,  in  all  which  departments  his  pro- 
found researches  have  gained  for  him  an 
authoritative  and  commanding  position. 
While  in  most  works  on  the  foundations  of 
geometry  one  point  of  view  only  is  empha- 
sized— be  it  that  of  logic,  epistemology,  psy- 
chology, history,  or  the  formal  technology 
of  the  science — here  light  is  shed  upon  the  subject  from  all  points  of  view  combined, 
and  the  different  sources  from  which  the  many  divergent  forms  that  the  science  of 
space  has  historically  assumed,  are  thus  shown  forth  with  a  distinctness  and  precision 
that  in  suggestiveness  at  least  leave  little  to  be  desired. 

Any  reader  who  possesses  a  slight  knowledge  of  mathematics  may  derive  from 
these  essays  a  very  adequate  idea  of  the  abstruse  yet  important  researches  of  meta- 
geometry. 


The  Vocation  of  Man.  By  Johann  Gottlieb  Fichte.  Translated 
by  William  Smith,  LL.  D.  Reprint  Edition.  With  biographical  intro- 
duction by  E.  Ritchie,  Ph.  D.  1906.  Pp.  185.  Cloth,  75c  net.  Paper,  25c; 
mailed,  31c.      (Is.  6d.) 

Everyone  familiar  with  the  history  of  German  Philosophy  recognizes  the  im- 
portance of  Fichte's  position  in  its  development.  His  idealism  was  the  best  exposition 
of  the  logical  outcome  of  Kant's  system  in  one  of  its  principal  aspects,  while  it  was 
also  the  natural  precurs  r  of  Hegel's  philosophy.  But  the  intrinsic  value  of  Fichte's 
writings  have  too  often  been  overlooked.  His  loft\'  ethical  tone,  the  keenness  of  his  men- 
tal vision  and  the  purity  of  his  style  render  his  works  a  stimulus  and  a  source  of  satisfac- 
tion to  every  intelligent  reader.  Of  all  his  many  books,  that  best  adapted  to  excite  an 
interest  in  his  philosophic  thought  is  the  Vocation  of  Man,  which  contains  many  of  his 
most  fruitful  ideas  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  spirit  and  method  of  his  teaching. 

The  Rise  of  Man.  a  sketch  of  the  Origin  of  the  Human  Race. 
By  Paul  Carus.  Illustrated.  1906.  Pp.  circa  100.  Boards,  cloth 
back,  75c  net.      (3s.  6d.  net.) 

Paul  Carus,  the  author  of  The  Rise  of  Man,  a  new  book  along  anthropological 
lines,  upholds  the  divinity  of  man  from  the  standpoint  of  evolution.  He  discusses  the 
anthropoid  apes,  the  relics  of  primitive  man,  especially  the  Neanderthal  man  and  the 
ape-man  of  DuBois,  and  concludes  with  a  protest  against  Huxley,  claiming  that  man  has 
risen  to  a  higher  level  not  by  cunning  and  ferocity,  but  on  the  contrary  by  virtue  of  his 
nobler  qualities. 
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The  Sermons  of  a  Buddhist  Abbot,    some  Addresses  on 

Religious  Subjects  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Sos'en  Shaku,  Abbot  of  Engakuji  and 
Kenchoji,  Kamakura,  Japan.  Translated  bv  Daisetz  Teitaro  Suzuki. 
Pp.  21c^.     Cloth.     $1.00  net.      (4s.6d.net.) 

The  Sermons  of  a  Buddhist  Abbot,  which  were  delivered  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Soyen 
Shaku,  during  the  author's  visit  to  this  country  in  1905-1006,  and  have  been  collected 
and  translated  and  edited  by  his  interpreter  and  friend,  Mr.  Daisetz  Teitaro  Suzuki, 
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will  prove  fascinating  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  comparative  study  of  religion 
as  well  as  in  the  development  of  Eastern  Asia.  Here  we  have  a  Buddhist  Abbot  holding 
a  high  position  in  one  of  the  most  orthodox  sects  of  Japan,  discoursing  on  ]irol)]cms  of 
ethics  and  philosophy  with  an  intelligence  and  grasp  of  tlic  subject  which  would  be 
rare  even  in  a  Christian  prelate. 

The   Praise   of   Hypocrisy.     An  Essay  in  Casuistry.     By  G.  T. 
Knight,  I).  D.,  rrofessor  ot  Christian  Theology  in  Tui'ts  College  Divinity 
School.     1906.     Pp.  86.     50c  net. 

"The  Praise  of  Hypocrisy"  is  an  essay  based  on  the  public  confessions  of  hypocrisy 
that  many  champions  of  religion  have  made  in  these  days,  and  on  the  defenses  they  have 
put  forth  in  support  of  the  practice  of  deceit.  Not  that  the  sects  now  accuse  eacli  other 
of  insincerity,  nor  that  the  scolTer  vents  his  disgust  for  all  religion,  luit  that  good  men 
(as  all  must  regard  them)  in  high  standing  as  church  nieml>ers  have  accused  them- 
selves. 

By  exhibiting  the  implications  and  tendencies  of  the  ethics  thus  professed  and 
defended,  and  by  sharp  comment  on  the  same,  the  author  of  this  essay  designs  to 
arouse  the  conscience  of  the  church,  to  sting  it  into  activity  in  a  region  of  life  where  its 
proper  functions  have  ceased. 

This  is  not  an  attack  on  the  church,  nor  even  a  mere  criticism ;  it  is  the  language 
of  righteous  indignation  hopefully  siimnioniin.'  the  rhnrrli  to  Iio  lionr>;t  with  itself,  to  be 
loval  and  faithful  to  its  master. 
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Aristotle  on  His  Prede- 
cessors. Being  the  first  book 
of  his  mctaph5'sics.  Translated 
from  the  text  of  Christ,  with  intro- 
duction and  notes.  By  A.  E. 
Taylor,  M.  A.,  Fellow  of  Merton 
College,  Oxford;  Frothingham 
Professor  of  Philosophy  in  Mc- 
Gill  University,  Montreal.  Pp. 
100.  Cloth,  75c  net.  Paper,  '->."3c 
postpaid. 

This  book  will  be  welcome  to  all 
teachers  of  philosupliy,  for  it  is  a  transla- 
tion made  by  a  competent  hand  of  the 
most  important  essay  on  the  history  of 
Greek  thought  down  to  Aristotle,  written 
by  Aristotle  himself.  The  original  served 
this  great  master  with  his  unprecedented 
encyclopedic  knowledge  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  his  Metaphysics;  but  it  is  quite 
apart  from  the  rest  of  that  work,  forming 
an  independentessayinitself,  and  will  re- 
main forever  the  main  source  ofourinfor- 
mation  on  the  predecessors  of  Aristotle. 
Considering  the  importance  of  the  book,  it  is  strange  that  no  translation  of  it  appears 
to  have  been  made  since  the    publication  of  that  by  Bekker  in  183 1. 

The  present  translation  has  been  made  from  the  latest  and  most  critical  Greek  text 
available,  the  second  edition  of  W.  Christ,  and  pains  have  been  taken  not  only  to  repro- 
duce it  in  readable  English,  but  also  to  indicate  the  exact  way  in  which  the  translator 
understands  every  word  and  clause  of  the  Greek.  He  has  further  noted  all  the  im- 
portant divergencies  between  the  readings  of  Christ's  text  and  the  editions  of  Zellar 
and  Bonitz,  the  two  chief  modern  German  exponents  of  Aristotelianism. 

Not  the  least  advantage  of  the  present  translation  is  the  incorporation  of  the  trans- 
lator's own  work  and  thought.  He  has  done  his  best,  within  the  limited  space  he  has 
allowed  himself  for  explanations,  to  provide  the  student  with  ample  means  of  judging 
for  himself  in  the  light  of  the  most  recent  researches  in  Greek  philosophical  literature, 
the  value  of  Aristotle's  account  of  previous  thought  as  a  piece  of  historical  criticism. 

Zaratliuslitra,  Pliilo,  flie  Achaemenids  and  Israel. 

A  Treatise  Upon  the  Antiquity  and  Influence  of  the  Avesta.  By  Dr. 
Lawrence  H.  Mills,  Professor  of  Zend  Philology  in  the  University  of 
Oxford.     1906.     Pp.  460.     Cloth,  gilt  top.     $4.00  net. 

Professor  Lawrence  H.  Mills,  the  great  Zendavesta  scholar  of  Oxford,  England,  has 
devoted  his  special  attention  to  an  investigation  and  comparison  of  the  relations  that 
obtain  between  our  own  religion,  Christianity — including  its  sources  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment scriptures — and  the  Zendavesta,  offering  the  results  of  his  labors  in  a  new  book 
that  is  now  being  published  by  The  Open  Court  Publishing  Company,  under  the  title, 
"Zarathushtra,  Philo,  the  Achaemenids  and  Israel,  a  Treatise  upon  the  Antiquity  and 
Influence  of  the  Avesta."  We  need  scarcely  add  that  this  subject  is  of  vital  importance 
in  theologv',  for  the  influence  of  Persia  on  Israel  and  also  on  the  foundation  of  the 
Christian  faith  has  been  paramount,  and  a  proper  knowledge  of  its  significance  is  in- 
dispensable for  a  comprehension  of  the  origin  of  our  faith. 

oaoel  and  olDle.  Three  Lectures  on  the  Significance  of  Assyrio- 
logical  Research  for  Religion,  Embodying  the  most  important  Criticisms 
and  the  Author's  Replies.  By  Dr.  Friedrich  Delitzsch,  Professor  of  Assyr- 
iology  in  the  University  of  Berlin.  Translated  from  the  German.  Pro- 
fusely illustrated.  1906.  Pp.  xv,  240.  $1.00  net. 
A  new  edition  of  "Babel  and  Bible,"  comprising  the  first,  second  and  third  lectures 

by  Dr.  Friedrich  Delitzsch,  complete  with  discussions  and  the  author's  replies,  has  been 

published  by  The  Open   Court  Publishing  Company,  making  a  stateh'  volume  of  255 

pages. 
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Essay   on  the 
Imagination. 


Creative 

By  Prof.  Th. 


•  Ribot.  Translated  from  the 
French  b}-  A.  H.N.  Baron,  Fel- 
low in  Clark  University.  1906. 
Cloth,  ffih  top.  Pp.  357.  Si. 75 
net.     (7s.  6d.  net.) 

Imagination  is  not  the  possession 
only  of  the  inspired  few,  but  is  a  func- 
tion of  the  mind  common  to  all  men  in 
some  degree ;  and  mankind  has  displayed 
as  much  imagination  in  practical  life  as 
in  its  more  emotional  phases — in  mech- 
anical, military,  industrial,  and  commer- 
cial rnventions,  in  religious,  and  political 
institutions  as  well  as  in  the  sculpture, 
painting,  poetry  and  song.  This  is 
the  central  thought  in  the  new  book  of 
Th.  Ribot,  the  well-known  psychologist, 
modestly  entitled  An  Essa^'  on  the 
Creative  Imagination. 

It  is  a  classical  exposition  of  a  branch 
of  psychology  which  has  often  been  dis- 
cussed, but  perhaps  never  before  in  a 
thoroughly  scientific  manner.  Although 
the  purely  reproductive  imagination  has  been  studied  with  considerable  enthusiasm  from 
time  to  time,  the  creative  or  constructive  variety  has  been  generally  neglected  and  is 
popularly  supposed  to  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  esthetic  creation. 


"*T  Cnilflren.  Hints  from  Practical  Experience  for  Parents  and 
Teachers.     By  Paul  Cams.     Pp.207.     $1.00  net.      (4s.  6d.net.) 

In  the  little  book  Our  Children,  Paul  Carus- offers  a  unique  contribution  to  peda- 
gogical literature.  Without  any  theoretical  pretensions  it  is  a  strong  defense  for  the 
rights  of  the  child,  dealing  with  the  responsibilities  of  parenthood,  and  with  the  first 
inculcation  of  fundamental  ethics  in  the  child  mind  and  the  true  principles  of  correc- 
tion and  guidance.  Each  detail  is  forcefully  illustrated  by  informal  incidents  from  the 
author's  experience  with  his  own  children,  and  his  suggestions  will  prove  of  the  greatest 
possible  value  to  young  mothers  and  kindergartners.  Hints  as  to  the  first  acquaintance 
with  all  branches  of  knowledge  are  touched  upon — mathematics,  natural  sciences,  for- 
eign languages,  etc. — and  practical  wisdom  in  rcqanl  to  tho  troatmcnt  of  money, 
hygiene,  and  similar  problems. 

Yin  Ctlih  Wen,  The  Tract  of  the  Ouiet  Way.  With  Extracts  from 
the  Chinese  commentary.  Translated  by  Teitaro  Suzuki  and  Dr.  Paul 
Carus.     1906.     Pp.  48.     25c  net. 

This  is  a  collection  of  moral  injunctions  wliich,  among  the  Chinese  is  second 
perhaps  only  to  the  Kan-Ying  P'ien  in  popularity,  and  yet  so  far  as  is  known  to  the 
publishers  this  is  the  first  translation  that  has  l)e(.n  made  into  any  Occidental  language. 
It  is  now  issued  as  a  companion  to  the  r'ai-Shang  Kan-Ying  P'ien,  although  it  does 
not  contain  either  a  facsimile  of  the  text  or  its  verbatim  translation.  The  original 
consists  of  the  short  tract  itself  which  is  here  presented,  of  glosses  added  by  commen- 
tators, which  form  a  larger  part  of  the  book,  and  finally  a  number  of  stories  similar 
to  those  appended  to  the  Kan-Ying  P'ien,  which  last,  however,  it  has  not  seemed  worth 
while  to  include  in  this  version.  The  translator's  notes  are  of  value  in  justifying  cer- 
tain readings  and  explaining  allusions,  and  the  book  is  provided  with  an  index.  The 
frontispiece,  an  artistic  outline  drawing  by  Shen  Chin-Ching,  represents  Wen  Ch'ang, 
one  of  the  highest  divinities  of  China,  revealing  himself  to  the  author  of  the  tract. 

The  motive  of  tho  tract  is  tliat  of  practical  morality.  The  maxims  give  definite 
instructions  in  renanl  to  details  of  man's  relation  to  society,  besides  more  general  com- 
mands of  universal  ethical  significance,  such  as  "Live  in  concord,"  "I'oririvr  m.ilici-."  and 
"Do  not  assert  with  your  month  what  your  heart  dtniis." 
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T'ai-Shang  Kan-Ylng  P'iCn,  Treatise  of  the  Exalted  One  on  Re- 
sponse and  Retribution.  Translated  from  the  Chinese  by  Teitaro  Suzuki 
and  Dr.  Paul  Carus.  Containing  Chinese  Text,  Verbatim  Translation, 
Explanatory  Notes  and  Moral  Tales.  Edited  by  Dr.  Paul  Carus.  16 
plates.     Pp.  135.     1906.     Boards,  75c  net. 

The  book  contains  a  critical  and  descriptive  introduction,  and  the  entire  Chinese 
text  in  large  and  distinct  characters  with  the  verbatim  translation  of  each  page  ar- 
ranged on  the  opposite  page  in  corresponding  vertical  columns.  This  feature  makes  the 
book  a  valuable  addition  to  the  number  of  Chinese-English  text-books  already  avail- 
able. The  text  is  a  facsimile  reproduction  from  a  collection  of  Chinese  texts  made  in 
Japan  by  Chinese  scribes. 

After  the  Chinese  text  follows  the  English  translation  giving  references  to  the 
corresponding  characters  in  the  Chinese  original,  as  well  as  to  the  explanatory  notes 
immediately  following  the  English  version.  These  are  very  full  and  explain  the  sig- 
nificance of  allusions  in  the  Treatise  and  compare  different  translations  of  disputed 
passages.  This  is  the  first  translation  into  English  directly  from  the  Chinese  original, 
though  it  was  rendered  into  French  by  Stanislas  Julien,  and  from  his  French  edition 
into  English  by  Douglas. 

A  number  of  illustrative  stories  are  appended  in  all  the  editions  of  the  original, 
but  the  selection  of  these  stories  seems  to  vary  in  the  different  editions.  They  are  very 
inferior  in  intrinsic  value  to  the  Treatise  itself,  and  so  are  represented  here  only  by 
extracts  translated  in  part  directly  from  the  Chinese  edition  and  in  part  through  the 
French  of  Julien,  but  many  are  illustrated  by  reproductions  of  the  Chinese  pictures 
from  the  original  edition.  The  frontispiece  is  a  modern  interpretation  by  Keichyu 
Yamada  of  Lao  Tze,  the  great  Oriental  philosopher,  "The  Exalted  One"  to  whom  the 
authorship  of  this  Treatise  is  ascribed. 


Spinoza  and  Religion,     a  study  of  Spinoza's  Metaphysics  and  of 

his  particular  utterances  in  regard     to  religion,  with  a  view  to  determining 

the  significance  of  his  thought  for  religion  and  incidentally  his  personal 

attitude  toward  it.  By  Elmer  Ellsworth 
Powell,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of 
Philosophy  in  Miami  University.  1906. 
Pp.  xi,  344.     $1.50    net.      (7s.  6d.) 

Spinoza  has  been  regarded  for  centuries 
as  the  most  radical  philosopher,  yet  he  had  a 
reverential  attitude  toward  religion  and  prom- 
inent thinkers  such  as  Goethe  looked  up  to  him 
as  their  teacher  in  both  metaphysics  and  religion. 
Professor  E.  E.  Powell,  of  INIiami  University, 
feels  that  there  has  been  great  need  to  have 
Spinoza's  philosophy  and  attitude  toward  re- 
ligion set  forth  by  a  competent  hand,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, he  has  undertaken  the  task  with  a 
real  love  of  his  subject,  and  has  indeed  ac- 
complished it  with  success. 
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Mathematical  Essays  and  Recreations 

By  Hermann  Schcbert.  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Hamburg.  From  the  German 
oy  T.  J.  McCoRMACK.     Pp.,  149.     Outs,  37.     Cloth,  75c.  net  (3s.  Gd.  net). 

"  Professor  Schubert's  Essays  make  delightful  reading.  They  deal,  not  with  the  dry  side  of  aoath- 
«matics,  but  with  the  philosophical  side  of  that  science  on  the  one  hand  and  its  romantic  side  on  tlie 
other.  They  are  admirably  lucid  and  simple  and  answer  questions  in  which  every  inteUijicut  man  is 
interested." — Chicago  Evening  Post. 

Geometric  Exercises  in  Paper-Folding 

By  T.  SuNDARA  Row.  Edited  and  revised  by  W,  W.  Bemax  and  D  E.  Smith. 
Pages,  x+148.    Cloth,  §1.00  net  {-ts.  6d.  net). 

A  unique  work.  Highly  recommended  by  the  eminent  European  mathematician,  Prof.  Klein,  of 
Gottingen,  it  should  be  in  the  hands,  not  only  of  overy  special  teacher  of  mathematics,  but  of  every 
independent  student,  and  of  everyone  who  gives  instruction  in  the  lower  grades. 

"Simply  a  revelation  in  the  possibilities  of  paper-folding.' — Teachers'  Institute,  New  York. 

"The  editors  have  performed  a  genuine  service  in  bringing  this  work  before  our  public,  and  in 
such  neat  and  attractive  form  The  twenty-six  exquisite  half-tone  illustrations  with  which  they  have 
replaced  the  line  drawings  of  the  original,  are  a  decided  enrichment  of  the  volume." — Science. 

Essays  on  the  Theory  ot  Numbers 

(1)  Continuity  and  Irrational  Xumbcrs;  (2)  The  Nature  and  Meaning  of  Numbers. 
By  Richard  Dedekind.  From  the  German  by  W.  W.  Beman.  Pp.,  115.  Cloth,  75c. 
net  (3s.  6d.  net). 

These  essays  mark  one  of  the  distinct  stages  in  the  development  of  the  theory  of  numbers.  They 
^ive  the  foundation  upon  which  the  whole  science  of  numbers  may  be  established.  The  first  can  be 
read  without  any  technical,  philosophic  or  mathematical  knowledge ;  the  second  requires  more  power 
of  abstraction  for  its  perusal,  but  i)ower  of  a  logical  nature  only. 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  translation  will  make  the  essays  better  known  to  English  mathemati- 
cians; they  are  of  the  very  first  importance,  and  rank  with  the  work  of  Weierstrass,  Kronecker,  and 
Cantor  in  the  same  field." — Nature. 

The  Science  of  Mechanics 

A  Critical  and  Historical  Account  of  Its  Development.  By  Dr.  Ernst  Mach. 
Translated  from  the  German  by  Thomas  J.  McCormack.  Second  enlarged  edition. 
259  cuts.  Pp.xx-|-605.  Cloth,  gilt  top,  marginal  analyses.  Exhaustive  index.  Price, 
12.00  net  (9s.  6d.  net). 

This  book  is  as  much  a  work  on  philosophy  as  science.  It  takes  up  the  subject  of  the  develop- 
ment of  mechanics  as  a.spocimen  of  scientific  development  in  general  and  shows  both  the  psychology 
and  the  logic  of  the  onward  movement  of  human  thouglit.  The  mechanism  of  the  growth  of  our 
ideas,  the  nature  of  the  structure  of  science  and  of  truth  in  general  are  here  exhibited  in  the  plainest 
light. 

"  A  remarkable  work." — Nature. 

"Sots  forth  the  elements  of  the  subject  with  a  clearness,  lucidity  and  force  unknown  in  the  matl> 
ematical  text-books."— Canadian  Mining  and  Eng.  Review. 

Popular  Scientific  Lectures 

.\  Portrayal  of  the  Methods  and  Spirit  of  Science.  By  Ernst  Mach.  Translated 
from  the  German  by  T.  .J.  McCormack.  Third  edition.  Page.s,  415.  Cuts,  59.  Cloth 
gilt  top,  $1.50  net  (7.s.  6d). 

Lectures  on  Mechanics,  Sound,  Light,  Electricity,  the  Conservation  of  Energy,  Philosophy  ano 
K<1urnti<iii.  The  thoughts  of  the  mustor-minds  of  science  are  here  presented  in  popular  form  by  one 
of  its  foremost  living  representatives. 

"  Truly  remarkntile.    .    .    .    May  bo  fairly  called  rare." — Professor  Hi^nry  Crew,  N.  W.  University. 

"  A  masterly  exposition." — .Scotsman,  Ivlinhurgh. 

"  Will  please  those  who  lirul  the  fairy  tales  of  science  more  absorbing  than  ficlit)n."— Pilot,  Boston 


The  Open  Court  Mathematical  Series 


4  Brief  History  of  Mattiematics 

By  the  late  Dr.  Karl  Fink,  Translated  l)y  W.  W.  Beman  and  David  Eugene  Smith. 
vVith  Biographical  notes  and  full  index.  2nd  edition.  Pp.  .'545.  Cloth,  $1.50  net  (5s.  6d.net). 
Not  a  book  of  anecdotes,  nor  one  of  biography  ;  but  a  clear  and  brief  statement  of  the 
FACTS  of  mathematical  history.    An  invaluable  work  for  teachers  of  mathematics. 

"This  book  is  the  best  that  has  appeared  in  English.  It  should  find  a  place  in  the  library  of 
every  teacher  of  mathematics."— The  Inland  Educator. 

On  tlie  Study  and  Difficulties  of  Mattiematics 

By  Augustus  De  Morgan.  With  portrait.  Index  and  Bibliographies  of  Modern 
works  on  Algebra,  the  Philosophy  of  Mathematics,  Pangeometry,  etc.  2nd  edition. 
Pp.  viii,  288.     Cloth  $1.25  net  (4s.  6d.  net). 

"The  point  of  view  is  unusual;  we  are  confronted  by  a  genius,  who,  like  his  kind,  shows  little 
heed  for  customary  conventions.    The  'shaking  up'  which  this  little  work  will  give  to  the  young 
teacher,  the  stimulus  and  implied  criticism  it  can  furnish  to  the  more  experienced,  make  its  possession 
most  desirable.    This  'Mathematical  Series'  must  be  held  one  of  the  most  notable  achievements 
The  Open  Court."— Michigan  Alumnus,  April  '99. 

Lectures  on  Mattiematics 

By  Joseph  Louis  Lagrange.  With  portrait  and  biography  of  Lagrange.  From 
the  French  by  T.  J.  McCormack.     Pp.,  172.     Cloth,  $1.00  net  (4s.  6d.  net).  2nd  ed. 

"  Historical  and  methodological  remarks  abound,  and  are  so  woven  together  with  the  mathemati* 
cal  material  proper,  and  the  whole  is  so  vivified  by  the  clear  and  almost  chatty  style  of  the  author  as 
to  give  the  lectures  a  charm  for  the  readers  not  often  to  be  found  in  mathematical  works."— Bulletin 
American  Mathematical  Society. 

Ttie  Foundations  of  Geometry 

By  David  Hilbert,  Ph.  D.,  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Got- 
tingen.  With  many  new  additions  still  unpublished  in  German.  Translated  by 
E.  J.  Townsend,  Ph.  D.,  Associate  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois.   Pp.,  viii +132.    Cloth,  $1.00  net  (4s.  6d.  net). 

Defining  the  elements  of  geometry,  points,  straight  lines,  and  planes,  as  abstract  things,  Professor 
Hilbert  sets  up  in  this  book  a  simple  and  complete  set  of  independent  axioms  defining  the  mutual  rela- 
tions of  these  elements  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  geometry ;  that  is,  in  accordance  with  our 
intuitions  of  space.  The  purpose  and  importance  of  the  work  is  his  systematic  discussion  of  the  rela- 
tions of  these  axioms  to  one  another  and  the  bearing  of  each  upon  the  logical  development  of  the 
Euclidean  geometry.  The  most  important  propositions  of  geometry  are  also  demonstrated  and  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  show  exactly  what  axioms  underlie  and  make  possible  the  demonstration.  The  work 
is  therefore  not  only  of  mathematical  importance  as  a  contribution  to  the  purifying  of  mathematics 
from  philosophical  speculation,  but  is  of  pedagogical  importance  in  showing  the  simplest  and  most 
logical  development  of  our  analysis  of  space  relations. 

"  The  Open  Court  Publishing  Company  deserves  praise  for  continuing  to  publish  translations  of 
foreign  scientific  classics  into  English.  ...  A  widely  diffused  knowledge  of  the  principles  involved 
in  this  work  will  do  much  for  the  lojrical  treatment  of  all  science  and  for  clear  thinking  and  clear 
writing  in  general."— Bulletin  of  the  Am.  Math.  Society. 

Elementary  Illustrations  of  the  Differential  and 
Integral  Calculus 

By  Augustus  De  Morgan.  New  reprint  edition.  With  sub-headings  and  biblio- 
graphy of  English  and  foreign  works  on  the  Calculus.  Price,  cloth,  81.00  net 
(4s.  6d.  net). 

"It  aims  not  at  helping  students  to  cram  for  examinations,  but  to  give  a  scientific  explanation  of 
the  rationale  of  these  branches  of  mathematics.  Like  all  that  De  Morgan  wrote,  it  is  accurate,  clear 
and  philosophic." — Literary  World,  London. 


Second  Edition,  thoroughly  Corrected 
and  Revised,  with  Portrait. 

Species  and  Varieties: 

Their  Origin  by  Mutation 
By  Hu^o  de  Vries 

Professor    of    Botany    in    the    University     of    Amsterdam 

Edited  by  Daniel  Trembly  Mac Dougal,  Director, 

Department  of  Botanical  Research,  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington 
xxiii  +  830  pages 

^HE  belief  has  prevailed  for  more  than  half 
a  century  that  species  are  changed  into  new 
types  very  slowly  and  that  thousands  of 
years  were  necessary  for  the  development 
of  a  new  type  of  animal  or  plant.  After 
twenty  years  of  arduous  investigation  Professor  de  Vries 
has  announced  that  he  has  found  that  new  species  originat- 
ed suddenly  by  jumps,  or  by  "mutations,"  and  in  conjunc- 
tion with  this  discovery  he  offers  an  explanation  of  the 
qualities  of  living  organisms  on  the  basis  of  the  concep- 
tion of  unit-characters.  Important  modifications  are  also 
proposed  as  to  the  conceptions  of  species  and  varieties  as 
well  as  of  variability,  inheritance,  atavism,  selection  and 
descent  in  general. 

The  announcement  of  the  results  in  question  has  excited 
more  interest  among  naturalists  than  any  publication 
since  the  appearance  of  Darwin's  Origin  of  Species,  and 
marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of 
evolution.  Professor  de  Vries  was  invited  to  deliver  a  series 
of  lectures  upon  the  subject  at  the  University  of  California 
during  the  summer  of  1904,  and  these  lectures  are  offered 
to  a  public  now  thoroughly  interested  in  modern  ideas  of 
evolution. 

The  contents  of  the  book  include  a  readable  and  orderly 
recital  of  the  facts  and  details  which  furnish  the  basis  for 
the  mutation-theory  of  the  origin  of  species.  All  of  the 
more  important  phases  of  heredity  and  descent  come  in 
for  a  clarifying  treatment  that  renders  the  volume 
extremely  readable  to  the  amateur  as  well  as  to  the  trained 
biologist.     The  mor«-  reliable  historical  data  are  cited  and 


the  results  obtained  by  Professor  de  Vries  in  the  Botanical 
Garden  at  Amsterdam  during  twenty  years  of  observations 
are  described. 

Not  the  least  important  service  rendered  by  Professor 
de  Vries  in  the  preparation  of  these  lectures  consists  in  the 
indication  of  definite  specific  problems  that  need  investi- 
gation, many  of  which  may  be  profitably  taken  up  by  any- 
one in  a  small  garden.  He  has  rescued  the  subject  of 
evolution  from  the  thrall  of  polemics  and  brought  it  once 
more  within  reach  of  the  great  mass  of  naturalists,  any  one 
of  whom  may  reasonably  hope  to  contribute  something 
to  its  advancement  by  orderly  observations. 

The  text  of  the  lectures  has  been  revised  and  rendered 
into  a  form  suitable  for  permanent  record  by  Dr.  D.  T. 
MacDougal  who  has  been  engaged  in  researches  upon  the 
subject  for  several  years,  and  who  has  furnished  substan- 
tial proof  of  the  mutation  theory  of  the  origin  of  species  by 
his  experimental  investigations  carried  on  in  the  New 
York  Botanical  Gardens. 
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THE  MONIST 

The  Monist  is  a  Quarterly  Magazine,  devoted  to  the  Philosophy  of  Science. 
Each  copy  contains  160  pages ;  original  articles,  correspondence  from  foreign 
countries,  discussions,  and  book  reviews. 

Tlie  Monist  Advocates  the 
Philosophy   of  Science    j^ 

which  is  an  application  of  the  scientific  method  to  philosophy. 

The  old  philosophical  systems  were  mere  air-castles  (constructions  of  abstract 
theories,)  built  in  the  realm  of  pure  thought.  The  Philosophy  of  Science  is  a 
systematisation  of  positive  facts  ;  it  takes  experience  as  its  foundation,  and  uses 
the  systematised  formal  relations  of  experience  (mathematics,  logic,  etc.)  as  its 
method.  It  is  opposed  on  the  one  hand  to  the  dogmatism  of  groundless  a  priori 
assumptions,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  the  scepticism  of  negation  which  finds 
expression  in  the  agnostic  tendencies  of  to-day. 

Monism  Means  a  Unitary  "World-Conception 

There  may  be  different  aspects  and  even  contrasts,  diverse  views  and  oppo-. 
site  standpoints,  but  there  can  never  be  contradiction  in  truth. 

Monism  is  not  a  one-substance  theor}',  be  it  materialistic  or  spiritualistic  or 
agnostic  ;  it  means  simply  and  solely  consistency . 

All  truths  form  one  consistent  system,  and  any  dualism  of  irreconcilable 
statements  indicates  that  there  is  a  problem  to  be  solved ;  there  must  be  fault 
somewhere  either  in  our  reasoning  or  in  our  knowledge  of  facts.  Science  always 
implies  Monism,  i.  e.,  a  unitary  w^orld  conception. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  and  sample  copies  free. 

SUBSCRIPTION  FORM 

To  THE  OPEN  COURT  PUBLISHING  CO. 

ij 22-1  J 28  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 
Gentlemen, — 

Please  send  THE  MONIST  for year. .  . ,  beginning 

with to  the  address  given  beloio. 

I  enclose .for  $ 

Signature 

Address 

Date 


The  Religion  of  Science  Library 

The  Cheapest  Books  in  Science,  Philosophy,  and  Psychology  Now  Publishing  in 
America,  High  Grade  Paper.  Large  Print.  Thread-sewed.  These  books  are 
not  reprints  of  obsolete  works,  but  reproductions  of  standard  tkeatisks  in  aix 
departments;  Scientific  and  Philosophical  Classics,  etc.  Postage  extra — 15c, 
books,  4c.;  25c.  books,  6c.;  50c.  books,  10c. 


No. 

1  The  Religion  of  Science.    By  Panl  Cams.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

2  Three  Introductory  Lectures  on  the  Science  of  Thoaght.    By  F.  Max  Mueller.  25c.   Is.  6d. 

3  Three  Lectarei  on  the  Science  of  Lanfcuagre.    By  F.  Max  Mueller.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

4  The  Diseases  of  Personality.    By  Th.  Ribot.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

5  The  Psychology  of  AttenUon,    By  Th.  Ribot.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

8  The  Psychic  Life  of  Mlrro-OrEanUms.    By  Alfred  Binet.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

7  The  Nature  of  the  State.    By  Paul  Carus.    15  cents.    9d. 

8  On  Double  Consciousness.    By  Alfred  Binet.    15  cents.    9d. 

9  Fundamental  Problems.    By  Paul  Cams.    Pages,  313.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

10  The  Diseases  of  the  Will.    By  Th.  Ribot.    25  cents,    is.    6d. 

11  The  Origin  of  Language,  and  The  Logos  Theory.    By  Lndwig  Noire.    15  cents.    9d. 

12  The  Free  Trade  Struggle  In  England.    By  Gen.  M.  W.  Tmmbull.    25  cents.     Is.  6d. 

13  Wheelbarrow  on  the  Labor  Question.    By  Gf  n.  M.  M.  Trumbull.    85  cents.    2s. 
U  The  Go«pel  of  Buddha.    By  Paul  Carus.    35  cents.    2s. 

15  Primer  of  Philosophy.    By  Paul  Carus.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

16  On   Memory,  and   The   Specific   Energies    of   the   Nervous    System.    By    Prof,  Ewald 

Herin^.    15  cents.    9d. 

17  The  Redemption  of  the  Brahman.    A  novel.    By  R.  Qarbe.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

18  An  Examination  of  Weismannism.    By  G.  J.  Romanes.    35  cents. 

19  On  Germinal  Selection.    By  August  Weismann.    1'5  cents.    Is.  6d. 

20  Lovers  Three  Thousand  Tears  Ago.    By  T.  A.  Goodwin.    Out  of  Print. 

21  Popular  Scientific  Lectures.    By  Ernst  Macb.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

22  Ancient  India:  Its  Language  and  Religions.    By  H.  Oldenberg.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

23  The  Prophets  of  Israel.    By  C.  H.  Cornill.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

24  Homilies  of  Science.  By  Paul  Carus.  Z'>  cents.  2s.   (Out  of  print.  For  cloth  •dition,  see  p.  28} 

25  Thoughts  on  Religion.    By  G.  J.  Romanes.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

26  Philosophy  of  Ancient  India.    By  Richard  Qarbe.    25  cents,    is.  6d. 

27  Martin  Luther.    By  Qustav  Freytag.    25  cents,    is.  6d. 

28  English  Secularism.    By  George  Jacob  Holyoake.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

29  On  Orthogenesis.    By  Th.  Eimer.    25  cents.    Is.    6d. 

80  Chinese  Philosophy.    By  Paul  Cams.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

81  The  Lost  Manuscript.    By  Qustav  Freytag.    60  cents.    Ss. 

3J  A  Mechanlco-Physiological  TJieory  of  Organic  Evolution.    By  Carl  von  Naegeli.    15c.  9d. 

S3  Chinese  Fiction.    By  the  Rev.  Georpre  T.  Candlin.    15  cents.    9d. 

84  Mathematical  Essays  and  Recreations.    By  H.  Schubert.    25  cents.    Is  6d. 

35  The  Ethical  Problem.    By  Paul  Cams.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

36  Buddhism  and  Its  ChristUn  Critics.    By  Paul  Cams.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

37  Psychology  for  Beginners.    By  H.  M.  Stanley.    20  cents.    Is. 

38  Discourse  on  Method.    By  Rene  Descartes.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

89  The  Dawn  of  a  New  Religious  Era.    By  Paul  Carus.    15  cents.    9d. 

40  Kant  and  Spencer.     By  Panl  Cams.    20  cents.    Is. 

41  The  SotU  of  Man.    By  Paul  Cams.    75  cents.    3s.  6d. 

42  World's  Congress  Addresses.    By  C.  C.  Bonney.    15  cents.    9d. 

43  The  Gospel  According  to  Darwin.    By  Woods  Hutchinson.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

44  Whence  and  Whither.    By  Panl  Cams.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

45  Enquiry  Concerning  the  Human  Understanding.    By  David  Hume.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

46  Enquiry  Concerning  the  Principles  of  Morals.    By  David  Hume.    25  cents.    Is.  6d, 

47  The  I'sychology  of  Reasoning.    By  .Alfred  Binet.    25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

48  Treatise    Concerning    the    Principles    of    Human    Knowledge.      By    George    Berkeley. 

25  cents.     Is.  6d. 

49  Three  Dialogues  Between  Hylas  and  Philonous.    By  George  Berkeley.    25  cents.    Is  6d. 

50  Public  Worship:  A  Study  in  the  Psychology  of  Religion.   By  John  P.  Hylan,  25c.   Is.  6d, 

51  Descartes'  Meditations,  with  selections  from  the  Principles.    85  cents.    2s. 

52  Leibniz's  Metaphysics,  Correspondence,  Monadology.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

53  Kant's  Prolegomena.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

54  St.    Anselm's    Proslogiuna,    Monologlnm,   an    Appendix    in    Behalf    of    the    Fool,    by 

Gannllon,  and  Cur  Dens  Homo.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

65  The  Canon  of  Reason  and  Virtue  (Lao-Tze's  Tao  Teh  King).  Translated  into  English 
from  the  Chinese  by  Dr.  Paul  Carus.  Separate  reprint  from  the  translator's  larger 
work.    Pp.  47.    Paper,  25  cents.    Is.  6d. 

56  Ants  and  Some  Other  Insects.    By  Dr.  August  Forel.    50  cents.    2s.  6d. 

57  The  MetAphyHlral  System  of  Hobbes.    By  Mary  Whitou  Calkins.    40  cents.    2s. 

58  Locke's  Essays  Concerning  Human  Understanding.    Books  II  and  IV.    (With  omisaioDS.> 

l!y  Mary  Whiton  Calkins.    50  cents.    2.s.  6d. 

The  Open  Court  Publishing  Company,   1322  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago 


